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the h rnal principle of goſpel Bolingſt, and intire 
fubmiſf,on to its celeſtial dottrmes, is moſt clearly de- 
monſtrated from the ſeveral parts of that harmo= 
nous ſyſtem and the rational and beneficial pre- 


cepts of Chriſt Feſus. 
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The grace of God that bringeth ſalvation hath ap- 
eared unto all men. teaching us, that denymg 
ungadlineſs and worldly luſte, wwe ſhould live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent warld. 


7 H E benevolent Father of our ſpirits, 
on 1 = the author of all our powers and 
faculties, obſerved the miſeries of his 
rebellious children, and the diſtraction intro- 
duced into the world, by their revolting from 
his laws, and continued oppoſition to his au- 
thority. * Wherefore God, from his innate kind- 
neſs, and benignity of nature, was moved with 
compaſhon and indulgent pity, to extricate them 
out of thoſe diſtreſſes in whichthey were involved, 
and had indiſcreetly brought upon themſelves. 
On viewing theſe ſcenes of horror, and this me- 
lancholy ftateof confuſion, infinite goodneſs with- 
out any other motive to engage the affections of 
his people, and render himſelf an object of their 
love, and higheſt veneration, ſent his only fon 
from heaven, to acquaint them with their danger, 
and whom to apply to for help and deliverance. 
The intention of which was, to deſtroy every 
A 2 degree 


* Mr, Selden, the greateſt ſcholar and antiquarian of his 
time, who had acquired a knowledge of whatever was 
conſiderable, among Jews, Pagans and Heathens, after dili- 
gently ſurveying the whole, profeſſed this in conference with 
Archbp. Uther, notwithſtanding he had been fo laborious 
in his enquit ies, and curious in his collections, and had poſſeſſed 
a treaſure of books and manuſcripts on all ſubjects, he could reſt 


his ſoul on none but the holy ſcriptures, but above all that 
com- 
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degree of vice, and every ſpecies of corruption in 


our hearts, as the beſt expedient to bend the ſtubæ 
born wills of ſinful men, and render them capable 
of ruling vitiated deſires, of preſerving the rights 
of conſcience pure, and its faithful dictates invio- 
lable. When men are reſcued from the malig- 
nant diſeaſes of ſin, and influenced by the ſug- 
geſtions of undefiled reaſon, and the motions of 
Ood's unerring ſpirit, they will not only perceive 
the beauty and propriety of | chriſtian precepts, 
and their fitneſs to promote unchangeable good- 
neſs, but the impoſſibility alio of recovering their 
primitive refitude, without forſaking their for- 
mer licentious courſes, and leading new and better 
lives for the future. For if our minds are not 
ſeaſoned with piety, and a refemblance of God 
in holineſs is neglected, we, after ſuch illuſtrious 
inſtances of his mercy, ſhall be rendered wholly in- 
excuſable, and ſubje& to the perpetual rebukes 
and menaces of conſcience, For we, without 
unfeigned ſorrow of heart, and timely repent- 
ance, ſhall continue in the gall of bitterneſs, 
and in the bond of iniquity, Conſideration on 
the divine purity, and the unchangeableneſs of 
God's hgly nature, will ſatisfy every ſerious ſtu- 
dious perſon, that whatever methods men prg- 
poſe, or different ſchemes purſue, unleſs they 
ſteadily adhere to fuch as the Deity has preſcribed 

and 


gomprehenſive paſſage, Titus ii. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, lay 
chiefly on his mind, and moſt remarkably affected his ſoul, 
++ The grace of God that bripgeth ſalvation hath appeared 
untoall men, teaching us, that dznying ungodlineſs and worldly 
Juſts, we ſhould live Bberly, righteoully, and godly in thispre- 


ſent world, looking for that bleſſed hope and the glorions ap- 


pearance of the great God and our Saviour, Jeſus Chrift, who 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity 
and purify unto himſelf apeculiar people zealousof good works. 
Theſe things ſpeak apd ęxhort and rebuke with all authorit; ,” 
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and appointed, they will loſe ſight of their hea- 
venly guide, and fit doyn in the fearful ſhades of 
darknels, and in the gloomy horrors of death. 
Obſtinate offenders, that oppoſe the doctrines of 
chriſtianity, cannot poſſibly avoid the ſevereſt re- 
flections, and the ſharpeſt cenſures of infinite 
wildom, but are obnoxious to the anger of dip 
vine omnipotence, and liable to forfeit the un- 
deſerved and inconceivable mercies of redemp- 
tion. Nothing is more clear to honeſt enquirers, 
than that the gofpel abounds with inſtances of 
God's love and his ſpecial regard for penitential 
tranſgreſſors, which is moſt excellently expreſſed, to 
f1l their ſouls wich the attractive and lovely charms 
of virtue, and all that bleſſedneſs their reaſonable 
_ Natures are capable of, and were originally de- 
ſigned for: All which ſtupendous mercies, and 
the unſpeakable riches of divine grace, Chriſt 
has purchaſed for them; not with ſuchcorruptible 
or periſhable things as ſilver and gold, but with 
his own precious blood, as of a lamb without 
ſpot and without blemiſh; that our faith and 
hope might not reſt in man, but in the mighty 
power of God, So that if our Lord's injunctions 
are deſpiſed, and the wiſe deſigns of providence 
contradicted, we reproachfully follow our vain 
jmaginations, ſpurn at the kindneſs of our muni- 
hcent benefactor, and contumeliouſly treat his 
tavours, and the bleſſed means of everlaſting ſal- 
vation. By thus rejecting the goſpel mode of 
ſalvation, and the free unmerited favours reſulting 
from it, we fooliſhly oppoſe our own happineſs, 
end purſue the dark enchantments of fin, the en- 
ſnaring demands of Juſt, and every other inju- 
rious and penicious paſſion, * That we may ſhun 
NO PT PEE | theſe 


* The pious and judicious Dr. Scot thus affirms, God never 

I mpolcs laws on us, fro imperio, as arbitrary teſts and trials of 
our obedience, nor exacts thera of us to ſerve himſelf, or to 
| advance 
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theſe fatal allurements, and the inſeparable mi- 
ſeries that are joined to them, and that will follow 
an intimacy with them, our Lord, in the tender 
bowels of compaſſion, forewarns us of evil ſoli- 
citations, and the deſtructive conſequences of 
yielding to them, and aſſures us that if his benign 

invitations, and infiruQtions, arcarrogantly lighted, 
we, after ſuch an obſtinate refuſal, can receive 
no ſpiritual advantages from thoſe bright diſ- 
coveries of pardon and forgiveneſs, which are the 
pure effects of God's diſintereſted love, and calcu- 
lated for the ſole benefit of his creatures: Becauſe 
they are deſigned as rational helps, and as ſove- 
reign Remedies, to revive and comfort the bro- 
ken hearted, and thoſe that are oppreſſed with 
ſorrow; not only believers of the Jewiſh nation, 
but alſo thoſe among the Gentiles, to gather to- 
gether the Children of God, and incorporate them 
into one holy community; that being delivered 
from pagan darkneſs, and the impure worſhip 
of falle deities, they may be preſented without {pot 
or wrinkle, and unblameable in the fight of that 
God, who is of purer cyes than to behold int- 
quity. So that unleſs our natures be ſanctified, 
and we are become new creatures, and breathe 
after heaven and the fruition of heavenly things, 
our fouls will naturally cleave to the earth, and 
periſh 
advance hisownintereſt and greatneſs; but the chief deſign of 
them is to do us good, to rende our lives placid and eaſy, 
2nd to per{e& and glorify our natures, Tis, if we firmly 
believe, will infin;tely encourage our obedience. For when 
Jam ſure God commands me nothing, but what my own 
health, eaſe, and happineſs requires, and that every law of 
his 1s both a neceſſary and ſovereign preſcription againſt the 
diſeaſes of my nature, and that he could not prefcrib? lets 
than he hath, without being defective in his care and reco- 
very of my happineſs; with what prudence and mod: {ty can 


I erudge to obey him, when I ſe:ve myſelf by it, to the 
noblett and beſt F *urpoſes in the world. Scot's chriſt! an li! e; 


part the 2d, vol. 1, chap. 4, 144, 173. 
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periſh in the giddy mazes and reiterated rounds 
of animal delights. For thongh Chriſt volun- 
tarily died for ſinners, yet the ſpiritual privileges, 
and ſaving benefits of his death, belong to none 
but ſuch as .are waſhed from their ſins in his 
blood, and apparently manifeſt its ſovereign vir- 
tues, by an entire ſubmiſhon to the divine will, 
and the refulgent light of divine revelation; and 
therefore, if we do not conform to its efhcacious 
precepts, and religiouſly obſerve its invariable 
and reaſonable commands, we ſhall never feel 
its vital power and energy in perfecting that ho- 
lineſs, without which we ſhall never fee the 
Lord. Or if we turn his grace into wantonneſs, 
we cannot maintain the quiet poſſeſſion of ourſelves, 
nor the celeftial communications of our God : 
Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee 
God; the excluſion of all others is determined, 
and there is no revoking this decree, nor any 
other of God's immutable purpoſes. The righte- 
ouſneſs of the kingdom is the direct and cer- 
tain way of entering into it. A few good ac- 
tions performed now and then, . e. ſuch as are 
compatible with our ſecular affairs, or convenient 
to ſupport our temporal concerns, are not avail- 
able; but a ſteady uniform courſe of obedience, 
when aCtuated by true faith and the love of 
God, will render us meet for glory, and our 
happy abode in eternity, where nothing that is 
unclean or unholy ſhall ever enter. This would 
appear moſt obvious, from reading our Saviour's 
ſermon on the mount, ſuch a ſermon for divine 
and ſacred wiſdom, as the world never heard be- 
fore; where we, in the moſt perſpicuous language, 
may diſcover what diſpoſitions are requiſite 
to prepare our ſpirits for mercy, at the final day 
of retribution ; by having thoſe duties beautifully 


ranged in order, and cleared of all thoſe falſe gloſ- 
| ſes 


, 


N "av P * 4 
n 2 


1 

ſes which the Scribes and Phariiecs put upon it. 

The tenor and purpoſe of which was to repreſent 
the amiable perfections of God and all his divine 
and moral excellencies, and to teach all intelligent 
beings, and ſuch as profeſs the ſacred nameof ſeſus, 
to avoid the impure and foul embraces of ſin, and 
utterly deteſt all evil communications. bar that 
which gives the goſpel-ſcheme the pre-cminence, 
and renders it infinitely preferable to all others, 
is the purity and excellency of its precepts; but 
if thoſe precepts are perverted, or employed to 
advance ſuch purpoſes as God in his providence 
never intended, we debaſe our intellectual na- 
tures, and greatly injure ourlclves, for Ve that 
finneth againſt God, wrongeth his own foul, It 
is plain from what has been already oblerved, 
that the main buſineſs of chriſtianity is not, to 
ſtock the head with uſeleſs notions, but ta conv ey 
its glorious light and transforming power to the 
heart, that the mind, or leading taculties ot the 
ſoul, may be rationally moved, and all its pow- 
ers properly regulated, and act under the divine 
direction; otherwiſe, we, for our inconliderate- 
neſs, and not regarding, and improving thoſc 
mercies, which heaven has ſo graciouſly es 
upon us, ſhall be the moſt wretched, and of al! 
being the moit miſerable. There is nothing 


* It was for want of knowing Gol, an rightly underſtand— 
ivghisdivineexcellencies, that many of the Puiloſuphers could 
not believe the ſoul immortal, without beiieving it a portion of 
the Deity, or an efernal unoriginated being that has neither be- 
ginning nor end,which we can form no Lea of, what thail we 
ſay ofthoſe who believed the tranſmigration of ſouls who made 
them roam from heaven to earth and from carth to heaven, a— 

ain from animals into meu, and from men int» animals; from 
—— to miſery, and from miſery to happineſs without 
theſe revolutions having any fixed period or certain order? How 
neceſſary was it to know God and the rules of his wiſdom, 
3 to the knowledge of the ſoul aud its immortal nature. 

ce this argument handled more largely by M. Baues, lata 
Biſhop of Meaux, in his Univerſal II. + 854 Vol. II. P. 20. 
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will aſſwage the wrath of omnipotence, or avert 
the juſtice of an incenſed Deity, except we be- 
wail our heinous tranſgreſſions, and renounce our 
hateful and deteſtable provocations: The gnawing 
terrours of guilt will recoil, the ſecret ſtings and 
ſevere rebukes of conſcience will ſo interrupt our 
peace, and fo diſturb our tranquillity, that we can 
have no intercourſe with God, nor ſerious or pious 
converſation with men: So that whoever encou- 
rages licentiouſneſs in himſelf, or countenances 
noxious deſires in others, or draws any ſuch con- 
cluſions from God's ſolemn promiſes, and alarming 
awful threatenings, declares he is ignorant of their 
meaning, or wilfully perverts their original deſign 
and intention. To prevent the abuſe of theſe be- 
nevolent declarations, and tremendous warnings, 
and that men may not deceive themſelves, or imagine 
that the goſpel diſcharged them from the exerciſe of 
moral duties, or the ſtricteſt obſervance of its uſe- 
ful and profitable injunctions, our adorable advo- 
cate and powerful interceſſor ſtrenuouſly pleaded 
for its maxims, and in words free from ambiguity, 
and perfectly eaſy to be underſtood, endeavoured to 
convince attentive beings, by arguments the moſt 
rational, and inducements the moſt cogent and 
perſuaſive, that he came not 70 deſtroy the Law, 
but to fulfil it. For verily T ſay unto you, till bea- 
ven and earth paſs away, one jot or one title ſhall in no 
wiſe paſs from the Law, till all be fulfilled. But leſt 
any ſhould doubt of his veracity, or ſeem to que= 
ſtion the truth of his aſſertion, he demonſtrated the 
integrity of his heart, by the ſimplicity and unex- 
ceptionableneſs of his life, and peremptorily aſſu- 
red all his proſelytes, that the publick profeſſion 
of his name would not procure the divine appro- 
bation and'acceptance, unleſs they excelled others 
in real holineſs and inward ſanctify, i. e. unleſs 

B they 
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they were warmed with heavenly affections, and 
replete with chaſte deſires, proceeding from the 
nobleſt principles, and the ſublimeſt views, the love 
of God, and of our Neighbour, we ſhall never be 
objects of the divine care, nor qualified to appear 
before perfect purity. For IT jay unto you, except 
your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, not in external purifications, 
but in ſincerity and truth, ye ſhall in no caſe enter 
the kingaom of heaven, The chriſtian law not only 
reaches to outward actions, but it alſo extends to 
the inward man; to all thoſe irregular thoughts and 
vitiated deſires, which are raiſed and excited by the 
deluſoryobjects of ſenſe, and neglecting theduecareof 
ourſelves, and to bridle all our fierce and boiſterous 
paſſions. For never did any inftitution of religion 
ſtrike at the root of ſin in the affections as this re- 
ligious inſtitution doth, beyond which moral puri- 
ty cannot go.“ So that accordingtoour bleſſed ſaviour's 
doctrine, raſh anger is looked upon as murder, and 
a wanton glance is taken for adultery. For 1 /ay 
unto you, that whoſocuer looketh on a woman to luſt 
after her hath committed Adultery with her already 
in his heart. Theſe, or whatever tend to defile or pol- 
jute the foul, or break in upon the laws of rectitude, 
are ſubverſive of the mediator's government, and 
the 


* Religion isdoubtleſs in its own nature ſimple and uniform 
and as it is an entire rule of action, equally teſpecting all per- 
10:15, mutt be ſuch an one as is ſuited to the general ſtate and 
condition of all perſons: It is a liberal, manly, rational, and 
ſocial inſtitution; and ſuch as, conſidered in its own genuine 
tendency, is calculated as well, to promote our common inte- 
reit and happineſs in the preſent life, as it is to fit us for that 
het er Hate of being, which is promiſed as its recompence in 
Futurity : It is ſuch a ſervice as is worthy that great and good 
te:ng, who is the object of it, to enjoin, and of the reaſonable 
nature of man, the ſubject of it, to perform; and therefore it 
ought to be had inreverence,and to be held inthe higheſt eſteem, 


(3. 
the eftabliſhed order and harmony of providence, 
and abſolutely condemned by Chriſt himſelf, in 
the ſacred tranſcript of divine truth and righteouſ- 
neſs. Whatever wild frantick opinions men may 
eſpouſe, or blaſphemouſly endeavour to maintain, 
without our own perſonal obedience, and indwel- 
ling righteouſneſs, we ſhall never recover our priſ- 
tine perfection, nor be fit for glorified ſpirits in 
heaven, that unfailing ſource of comfort, and ne- 
ver ceaſing fountain of bliſs. Thus we ſee what 
goſpel conditions are, and on what terms goſpel 
promiſes are obtained; but if we are wiltully de- 
fi-i-nt in duty, or do not hearken to our divine 
teach, but abuſe his manifold favours, and inex- 
prefit;!- gings heaped upon us, nothing ſubſti- 
tured in dir Read will avail, or be an equivalent 
or an atonement for our perverſeneſs, or the neg- 
lect of rational and moral duties. There is no com- 
pounding with God, nor altering the wiſe and juſt 
determinations of his proceedings. No ſuperficial 
performances, no pompous ceremonies, will warm 
our cold benumbed affections, and raiſe them to an 
heavenly flame, nor diſſipate thoſe ſinking fears, 
end overwhelming repeated troubles, which, like 
the raging waves of the ſea, beat with great violence 
upon us, and make our voyage to eternity dange- 
rous, and our rough paſſage uncertain, and very 
hazardous. Therefore let us not indulge hurtful 
extravagances, nor traverſe the ſlippery and intri- 


cate 
Ye that defiy the Lord, ye ſeek reſt, but find none; even 


in laughter, your heart is in heavineſs. How long ſpend ye 
your labour for that which is not bread, and your Strength 
for that which ſatisheth not; your ſoul is ſtil] an aching 
void: ſometimes you find a ſenſe of guilt, an awakened con. 
ſcience. That griſly phanton Religion, (as ſome call it) will 
now and then haunt you, righteouſneſs looking down from hea. 
ven 1s to us no unpleaſant fight. But how does it appear to you , 


Horribili ſuper aſpectu mortalibus aſtans ? 
Ho w 
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cate ways of fin; but immediately leave its per- 
plexing labyrinths, that we may perſevere in righte- 
ouſneſs, and, without any partial regards, un- 
feignedly obſerve and obey the rules of holy living. 
For holineſs is the fundamental article of true reli- 
gion, and the condition on which all our hopes of 
mercy depend, and without which it cannot be 
obtained, Would underſtanding beings renounce 
their ſenſeleſs vanities, and be inſtructed in the ſa- 
cred ſtandard of truth, they, inſtead of traducing 
the divine writings, would, from their own can— 
did obſervation, ſee abundant reaſon to admire 
them, and to rejoice in their divine light, and in 
their edify ing inſtruction: Becauſe they encloſe a 
beautiful ſyſtem of temporal and ſpiritual wiſdom, 
admirably adapted to the different ſtates and vari- 
ous exigencies of men; and not only ſo contrived 
as to point out the way to eternal life, but the means 
a'fo of avoiding the miſeries of everlaſting death. 
Ihe teveral parts of God's bleſſed goſpel, are ſub- 
ſervient to theſe ſublime views, and included in 
that generous extenſive commiſſion, which our 
blefied redeemer delivered to St. Paul, when he 
ſent him to the Gentiles, t turn ibem from dark- 
neſs to hight, from tbe power of ſatan unto Gad, that 
they may recerve forgiveneſs of fins, and inheritance 
among them which are ſanAified by jaith in Chriſt, 
Though this was the apoſtle's commiſhon to the 
gemilos, and ſent in particular to that idolatrous 

2ople, who were involved in groſs Blindneſs, and 
held the truth in unrighteouſneſs, and became vain in 
Heir magimnations, yet it concerned the Jews as 
well as the Gentiles, and ſhould be eſteemed and 


valued 

H-w often are you in fear of the very thing you deny? how 
often in racking ſuſpence? What if there be an hercafter, a 
Fer. LEA to cone, an unhappy eternity. — Do not you {tart 
at the thought? Can you be cuutent to be always thus? Shall 
it be ſaid of you alſo. 
E Here 
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valued by both, as an happy expedient to dethrone 
the direful empire of ſin, and the tyrannical pow- 
ers of the devil. And if this was ſeriouſly conſide- 
red, men might clearly perceive the neceſſity of 
holy obedience, and that none can ſupport the dig- 
nity and character of Chriſt's diſciples, but ſuch as 
are renewed by grace, and deteſt the wild mazes of 
impurity, and all the treacherous arts of guile and 
hypocriſy. For this is the will of God, even your ſandti- 
fcation; and not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he 
that doeth the will of my father which is in heaven. 
For in Chriſt Teſus neither circumciſion, availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumciſion, but a new creature. It 
was on this account, that we are ſo often and ear- 
neſtly exhorted not to reſt in an outſide profeſſion, 
but to put off, concerning the former converſation, the 
old man, which is corrupt, according to the deceitful 
luſts, and be renewed in the ſpirit of your minds; and 


bat ye put on the new man, which after God is cre- 


ated in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, Thele things 
our Jelus primarily reſpected, and which he laid 
main ſtreſs upon, as being eſſentially neceſſary to 
our happinets, to quell our mutinous powers with- 
in, and all thoſe bitter agitations of ſoul, which of- 
ten annoy our afflicted minds, and deprive us of the 
benefit of that merciful ſtipulation, which he has 
ſealed and ratified with his precious blood: So that 
if an upright behaviour be wanting, and the due 


gOovern- 
Here lies a dicer long in doubt, 
If death could kill the foul or not ? 
Here ends his doubtfulneſs at laſt, 
Convinc'd—but O! the die is caſt, 


Are you already convinced that there is no hereafter? What 
a poor State are you now in, taking a few dull turns upon earth, 
and then dropping into nothing. What kind of ſpirit mult you 
be of, if you can ſuſtain yourielf ur der the thought, under the- 
expectation of being ſwept away by the ſtream of time, and 


= for ever—ſwall:wed up and lj in the wide wmb of uncreatel 
niy its ; 
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government of our paſſions neglected, an orthodox 
faith will not ſave us from perdition, nor excuſe the 
wilful omiſſion of rational piety, or of making pre- 
paration for that deciſive and awful event, when the 
all-knowing and all-ſeeing God ſhall appear in 
judgment, to manifeſt the ſecret counſels and cogi- 
tations of the heart. The reſtoring us to our ori- 
ginal freedom, and recovering us from that bon- 
dage and dreadful ſtate of ſlavery, which we plun- 
ged ourſelves into, is in all probability the end of all 
God's diſpenſations, particularly that comfortable 
plan of free favour, the redemption of the world, 
by our lord and ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt, who died for 
our ſins, and roſe again for our juſtification. This 
ſeems to be the higheſt deſign, and moſt benefici- 
al ſcheme, the divine wiſdom and munificence can 
form, with reference to his intelligent creatures, to 
ſettle them in the mortal realms above, the world 
of pure and bleſſed ſpirits. We fee ſomething 
grand in the conſtitution of our globe, the ſituation 
and revolutions of the heavenly bodies: But all this 
vaſt fabrick is mere matter and motion: The ſpiri- 
tual and rational nature is in itſelf unſpeakably more 
excellent, and the refining and fitting that nature, 
for a general aſſociation in the immenſe everlaſting 
regions of light, is vaſtly grand and magnificent, 
full of honourand happineſs, perfectly worthy the 
moſt high God, and the utmoſt ſtretch of his boun- 
ty, that our thoughts can comprehend, and our li- 
mited capacities conceive. Revelation opens a 
ſurpriſing ſcene of goodnels, and exhibits ſuch an 
exuberant fountain of bliſs, by the marvellous con- 
deſcenſion of Jeſus, who zs the image of the inviſible 
God, and the firſt born of every creature, as would, 
were it not tor our perverſeneſs, warm our hearts 
with pious breathings, and the pure flame of ſpiri- 
tual 
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tual and rational delights: This truth is undenia- 
ble to all who conſult with candour the divine re- 
cords, from the ſeveral emphatical expreſhons, and 
the ſundry promiſes of grace, that they are ſuffi- 
cient to repel temptations, to eradicate that bitter 
enmity in mens breaſts, and that perpetual diſcord 
in the world, which often over-rules the moſt 
friendly perſuaſions, and the ſtrongeſt and moſt con- 
vincing arguments. Were goſpel rules and direc- 
tions complied with, and cloſely followed, arro- 
gancy and and impetuoſity would be reſtrained, and 
unwarrantable deſires and violent heats aſſuaged. 
and we, through the divine efficiency, ſhould diſcern 
the fallacy of carnal joys, the falſe luſtre of worldly 
greatneſs, and be able to form ſome lively ideas of 
that prevailing harmony which the ſaints enjoy in 
heaven. For Chriſt commands kindneſs to the 

| unthankful, love to our enemies, and to pray for 
them, who deſpitefully uſe us and perſecute us; 
thatbeing endued with theſe angelick tempers, we 
may be the Children of him, who maketh his ſun 
to riſe on the evil and the good, and cauſeth his rain 
to fall on the juſt and on the unjuſt, There are no 
duties of religion, or of ſocial or moral conduct, that 
our Lord, with the greateſt earneſtneſs, has not by 
himſelf, or by his holy apoſtles, moſt forcibly re- 


& commended to his followers, as the likelieſt expe- 


dient to controul illegal deſires, and ſubject them 
to the voice of reaſon, andtheefhcacious doctrines of 
grace. Becauſe theſe divine and chriſtian duties which 
are of infinite utility to mankind, are bound on the 
conſciences of men, by the ſtrength and authority 
of God himſelf, whoſe power none have any right 
to diſpute, or to queſtion the validity of: They are 
ſo good in themſelves, fo beneficial to individuals, 

| | and 
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and the ſeveral orders of rational creatures, that they 
in cannot refuſe their aſſent, without deſtroying their 
li own peace and ſafety; therefore it is not a matter 
of indifferency whether we obey or not; for the 
duties reaſon obliges us to, and revelation requires 
the punctual diſcharge of, cordially unite in one 
and the ſame thing, in reviving the uſe of the mo- 
ral law, and inforcing the obſervation of its pre- 
cepts; for thoſe laws are of perpetual duration, and 
their obligation can never ceaſe, nor an habitual o- 
miſſion be diſpenſed with, without counteracting 
the main deſigus of providence, and the the plan of 
divine government, The doing of which, men, whoſe 
appetites are vehement, and urge with inceſſant vio- 
lence, break through the ſacred laws of righteouſneſs 
and in their ſeveral turns ravage and mutually 
plunder one another. Would we then avoid thoſe 
ſcenes of deſperation, we muſt return to the practice 
of thoſe laws which infinite wiſdom appointed for 
our guidance and direction, till the human under- 
ſtanding. be perfected, and the whole man finally 
completed: Wherefore, whatever flight men put 
on thoſe laws, or endeavours men may uſe to ſet 
them and their uſefulneſs aſide, they will be con- 
ſidered as rules of invariable importance, and the 
means to adorn human nature, and render it agree- 
able in God's ſight, and ſingular advantage to ſo- 
ciety and to one another, For we are aſſured by our 
bleſſedmaſterthat whoſoever ball break one of theſe leaſt 
commandments, and ſhall teach men fo, he ſhall be called 
the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven ; but whoſoever ſhell 
do and teach the ſame, he ſhall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven; ſo that whatever ſome perſons 
ſuggeſt, or preſumptuouſly pretend to aſſert, they 
will never be eſteemed by him, nor in any favour” 

with 


171 
with his father, who do not conſtantly obſerve 
thoſe immutable laws, which are not, nor cannot 
be altered or diſſolvedat pleaſure. We may thenlearn 
from theſe immutable injunctions, that the moral 
law, is the original teſt of right and wrong, and 
the brighteſt tranſcript of God's eſſential Wiſ- 
dom; which muſt be conſidered as a divine direc- 
tory, and an unchangeable rule of life, to ſteer 
all our words and actions by. Inſtead then of diſ- 
putin g about its authority, we ought inviolably and 
immoreabliy to adhere to it, to ſuppreſs ſiniſter 
views and all malevolent practices; and 79 lead 
guiet and peaceable lives in all godlineſs and honeſty. 
For unto them that are contentious and do not 
the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs, indignation pe. 
wrath, tribulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul of 
man that doeth evil, to the Jeu ſiſſt and alſo to the 
Gentiles, God deals with uprightneſs and im- 
partially by all, Fuat kindred, people or nation 
ſoever, and excludes none from the ſpiritual privi- 
leges and temporal benefits of this ſalvation, but 
ſuch as exclude themſelves, by wicked works and 
evil courſes, and treaſure up wrath againſt the day of 
wrath, and the rightecus judgment of God I per- 
cerve, ſays St. Peter, of a truth that God is no re- 
ſpector of perſons, but in every nation he that ' fear 
eth God and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted with 
him, Perſons who faw themſelves loſt by fin; 
and in a ſtate of final ſeparation from God, are by 
the interpoſition of mercy, recovered from that 
wretched condition by the ſovereign diſplays of 
divine grace; which, like the genial heat and 
warm rays of the fun, conveys new life and 
light to their ſouls, and freſh ſtrength and viva- 
city to their ſpirits. (The example of our bleſſed 
Lord ſhould excite miniſters to diſcharge their 

C duty 
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duty, and make 1. vigilantly active in it. 
This was one principal part of his office to 
preach the goſpel. This he undertook in won- 
derful mercy, performed with alacrity, and 
amazing diligence. He uſed before day to retire 
into a ſolitary place to pray, that he might loſe 
no time in preaching. He preached on the moun- 
tain, in the ſhip, in the ſynagogue, and in the 
houſe, no time was unſeaſonable. It was his 
meat and drink to do the will of his father. How 
does his example reprove and upbraid our neg- 
Iigence | How ſhould it inflame and animate us 
to imitate, and honour him our ſaviour and 
our guide.) For all that accept of Chriſt's pro- 
poſals, and conſcientiouſly follow his 1inſtruc- 
tions, may have free acceſs to the mercy-/eat,and by 
one ſpirit unto the father, even thoſe that were Aliens 
Jrom the Common-wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers 
from the covenant of prom iſe, on confeſling and 
torſaking their grievous offences, will receive the 
reviving influences and the ſaving benefits of the 
goſpel. Wherefore we after ſuch inſtances of 
benignity, ought to uſe our beſt endeavours, to 
cruth every ſpecie of vice, and every ungenerous 
diſpoſition, and act agreeably to thoſe mercies, 
our creator thus liberally provides us with, and 
does moſt bountifully beſtow upon us. Becauſe 
we cannot better own our obligations to God, 
nor make more acceptable returns to him for his 
unſpeakable favours, than in /hewing kindneſs to 
the neceſſitous, and cultivating thoſe benevolent prin- 
ciples, which incline us to compaſſion, to ſuccour the 
friendleſs, to relieve the diſtreſſed, or according to 
St. James, to viſit the fatherleſs and widow in 
their afjtietion, and to keep ourſelves unſpotted from 
the world, Theſe are not arbitrary commands, 

but 
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t expreſſions of love, FR. founded on eternal 
truth, and enforced by the example of Chriſt 
himſelf, the bright exemplar of goodneſs and of 
perfect munificence. And therefore theſe duties 
muſt not, on any confideration be omitted, by 
ſuch as are poſſeſſed of great abundance, as moſt 
agreeably to the genius of our Jeſus, and moſt 
likely to render us chearful and uſeful, through 
the ſeveral dark and buſy ſcenes of action. For 
no illuſtrations of piety ſtrike deeper, or operate 
more powerfully on the heart, or better difpoſe 
men to mercy; to univerſal charity ; and the moſt 
extenſive benevolence, than thoſe of the chriſtian 
inſtitution, or any of its ſublime and attractive 
motives. And therefore let none deceive them- 
ſelves, or fooliſhly ſuppoſe, that the bare belief 
of divine revelation, or an inactive fruitleſs faith 
will be any atonement for impenitent offenders, nor 
diſcharge them from generoſity, or acts of huma- 
nity, or exerting their endeavours, to conquer the 
inordinate defires of the world,and keep off its be- 
witching ſolicitations. Sr. Paul to Titus is particu- 
larlyſtrong to this purpoſe, andinwords moſlexpreſſive, 
ſays, This is a faitſiſul ſaying, and theſe things Twill 
that thou affirmconſtantly,that they who have believed 
in God, might becareful to maintain good works; for 
theſe things are good in their nature, and profitable 
unto men, 2. e they are of invariable importance, 
and of ſingular utility and preſent advantage to 
ſocieties, as well as to every individual. St. Peter 
exhorts ſuch as embrace the faith, and the glad 
tidings of ſalvation, and declare themſelves mem- 
bers of that community, of which Chriſt Jeſus 
is the head, and through whom they derive 
{piritual life, to join to their faith intellectual 
and moral virtues; otherwiſe chriſtianity is but 
C 2 an 
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an empty name, or a barren unprofitable ſyſtem, 
and of no ſervice to its profeſſors. Would we 
participate of thoſe rational and celeſtial delights, 
which the profane are utter ſtrangers to, and the 
ſcoffer has no taſte, or reliſh for, We muft add to our 
faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge 
Femperance, to temperance patience, to patience god- 
lineſs, to godlineſi brotherly kindneſs,end to brotherly 
kindneſs charity. Thele are the indelible marks 
of true chriſtianity, and the cleareſt deſcription 
of our intelligent natures, which if we with ter- 
vour ſtrive to maintain, through the numberleſs 
different circumſtances of human life, we ſhall 
be intereſted in the manifold mercies of God 
and in his exceeding great and precious promiſes, 
To encourage our perſeverance, and prevent our 
apoſtacy and fatal degeneracy, we are intreated 
in the moſt perſuaſive and moſt emphatical expreſ- 
ſions, to give all diligence to make our calling and 
election ſure, for if we do theſe things we ſhall never 
Fail, but an entrance ſhall be miniſtred abundantly 
into the everlaſiing kingdom of cur Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe evangelical graces, and 
moral virtues, which are ſo many beams of God's 
image, or reflexions of his goodneſs, on reaſon- 
able creatures; muſt be duly obſerved in all our 
contracts and mutualengagements. But if theſe 9 
acred ties are neglected, we ſhall ſmart ſeverely : AS 
for our rcmiſſneſs, and never feel thoſe ſecret a 
ſprings of bliſs, which deſcend from the ineffable 
fountain of light, and the pure ſources of un- 
changeable love. Whatever the bleſſed Jeſus 
has done upon earth, or is now dolng in the 
realms of glory, will never gain us admittance 
into heaven; unleſs we tread in his ſacred ſteps, 
and yield entire ſubmiſſion to the directions and 
Pre- 
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preſcriptions of „ reaſon. The whole 
ſcheme of man's redemption, is according to 
godlineſs, and founded on the unchangeable re- 
lation of things, and their cloſe connexion and 
inſeparable union with each other; and there- 
fore no arguments can be fairly produced, nor 
conſequences juſtly drawn from any of its com- 
mands, but what tend to mortify vehement de- 
fires, to raiſe our ſouls above this inconſtant and 
mutable ſtate, and all its fluttering and fleetin 

amuſements. Altho' the blood of Chriſt cleanſeth 
from all fin, yet none will enjoy its ſaving bene- 
fits, but ſuch as are waſhed from its Defilements 
and all the ſtains and blemithes of moral impurity. 
The great high prieſt of our profeſſion, whomGod 
raiſed from the dead, and exalted to be a prince and 
ſaviour at his right hand in, glory, has ſuch a 
regard to moral virtue, as renders him inexorable to 


* Reaſon and revelation reflect a mutual light upon one 
another. Natural and revealed religion, communicate ſuch 
ſtrength and firmneſs to cach other, as do the ſeveral parts 
of an arch, out of which a ſtone taken at the top, weakens 
the whole frame as much as one at the bottom. Without 
natural religion, revealed religion is a building founded upon 
the ſand : but by the help of it, it is founded upon a rock, 
againſt which we know who has told us, the gates of hell 
ſhall not prevail, Notwithſtanding all the affaults of thoſe, 
who have taken great pains, racking their brains for argu- 
ments, and ranſacking all antiquity for teſtimonies, in order 
to invalidate and depreciate that, which if we wanted, we 
ſhould, with all their boaſted light of nature, be like a ſhip 


at ſea, out of fight of land, and without chart or compaſs. 


| Bp. Cum. delegibus natutæ, p. 168, tranſlated by Maxwel. 


The connexion between natural and revealed religion is 
fixed and unalterabie ; the motives of the latter are fo ſtrong 
and powerful, to bind us to the performance of the former 
that whoever pretends to raiſe natural religion above re- 
vealed, leſſens the obligations that tend to enforce it. So 
likewiſe they that depreciate the laws of reaſon, under pre- 
tence of exalting divine revelation, do the greateſt injury 
to it, for they ſap the foundation of all religion, introduce 
enthuſiaſm, eſtabliſh ſuperſtition, and every wild and whim. 
lical imagination. The laws of reaſon and revelation, go hand 

1g 
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all, but ſuch as are 8 by his ſpirit, and 
determine to follow that diſcipline and direction, 
which is from above, and cometh down from the 
father of light, with whom there is no variableneſs, 
or ſhadow of turning. The grace of God that 
bringeth Salvation, hath appeareduntoallmen,teach= 
ing us that, denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
wwe ſhail live ſoberly, rightecufly and godly in this pre- 
ſent world. The paying that adoration to the deity, 
and regulating our voratious luſts and appetites, by 
the invatiable rules and directions of this divine 
compendium, will diffuſe -joy and gladneſs into 
our hearts, and complete and perfect that holi- 
neſs, without which we ſhall never ſee the Lord. 
By ſtrictly obſerving the ſcveral rules of tem- 
perance, and renouncing all thoſe injurious vices 
which enervate the powers of nature, we are able 
to oppole their progreſs, and walk in the path of 


ql in hand, and mutually ſupport and ſtrengthen each other ; 
i were they but once ſeparated, it would be impoſſible for 

1 either to exiſt or continue long in being. Reaſon, without 
bl the help of revelation, would not be able to maintain its 
Hal ground, or to ſupport its unqueſtionable authority ; and re- 
W velation, unaſſiſted by right reaſon, muſt unavoidably loſe 
If: | its weight and efficacy. Truth commits men into the hands 

4 of religion, for their improvement in virtuous principles, 
1 and religion commends men to the dictates of truth, as the 
* beſt expedient to advance in virtue, and in the practice of 
morality. Reaſon always approves of religion, as moſt con- 
| ducive to its intereſt, and the real happineſs of reaſonable 
| beings. Religion readily concurs with the maxims of rea- 
ſon, as the ſureſt method to ſupport its credit with free 
agents, and bring them to hearken to that rule of life, which 
} | warms the heart with the love of God, and to delight in 
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doing acts of humanity and works of mercy among men. 
Realon, ſays an eminent writer, is undeſervedly and igno- 
rantly traduced, when it is ſet up and ſhot at as the irtecon- 
| cileable enemy to religion. It is indeed the very crown and 
| privilege of our nature. A ray of the divinity ſent into a 
mortal body. The ſtar that guides men to Chriſt. The 


Ml lanthorn that leads the eye of faith, and is no more an 
| | enemy 
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d ivine truth and übe and prepare for the 
angelic community, which is immoveably and 
eternally fixed in the heavenly city. And there 
fore we ought ſtrenuouſly to employ all the facul- 
ties of body and mind in ſubduing the rapid forces 
of iniquity and all thoſe fearful vices which are a 
diſgrace and burden to our ſouls, that we by God's 
ſovereign help may continue in well doing, and in all 
commendable courſes all the days of our ap- 
pointed time. Without theſe previous diſpo- 
fitions and the devout exerciſe of unchange- 
able religion, and all thoſe divine and moral vir- 
tues which are connected with it; we are obnoxi- 
ous to infinite anger, and without deep ſorrow of 
heart, forfeit the benefits of this ſalvation, and 
ſhall never be agreeable companions to the 
ſerener and calm inhabitants of heaven. The 
true and ſaving knowledge of which, and the pure 
and ſpotleſs nature of God, is the foundation of 
all thoſe leſſons that philoſophy and divinity fur- 
niſh us with, for the regulation of our deſires and 
the due government of our paſſions, and fitting us 
for our heavenly home. If we are thus ſubmiſ- 
five and obedient to the laws of that kingdom and 
the intelligent maxims of uncorrupt reaſon, which 
never claſh or contradict each other, but are at all 


times 
enemy to it, than an obedient handmaid is to a diſcreet miſ- 
treſs. Thoſe indeed, whoſe tenets will not bear the teſt of 
it, and wares go off beſt in the dark rooms of ignorance and 
credulity, and whole faith has as much cauſe to dread a diſ- 
covery as their works; theſe I ſay, may decry reaſon, and 
that indeed not without reaſon. Nor can I perſuade-myſelf, 
that God gave us eyes not only that we may pluck them 
out, and brought us into the world with reaſon, that being 
born men, we might afterward grow up and improve into 
brutes, and become elaborately irrational. No, ſurely reaſon 
is both the image and gift of God, and every degree of im- 
provement, is a further degree of likeneſs to him, who is 
reaſon and perfection itſelf. Dr. South, vol. 4, p. 291, 
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times and in all Ar invariably the ſame; we 
ſhall find a ſafe paſſage through the grave thro' that 
repolitory of horror, to the land of endleſs bliſs and 
the unremitted and tranſporting joys of eternity. 
This ſalvation is ſo full of comfort and ſpiritual 
conſolation, by bringing light and immartality to 
light, that itamazingly relieves the afflicted and re- 
treſhes the fainting traveller, and infinitely exceeds 
all the ſplendor and majeſty of an earthly court and 
moſt extenſive imagination. All that has been ſaid 
by heathen poets or the moſt celebrated among the 
pagans, concerning a future ſtate, was but dark con- 
jecture, in compariſon of the glorious light of re- 
velation, which illuminates the ſoul, and aſſures 
good men of being inconceivably and eternally 
happy if the fault be not in themſelves. The moſt 
judicious and wiſeſt ſages the gentiles ever pro- 
duced, underſtood not by what means the bitter- 
neſs of death was overcome and its dreaded ſting 

lucked out, nor how this corruptible body 
could be raiſed an incorruptible and glorious ve- 
hicle, with ſuch tranſcendant beauty as to be re- 
compenced with the ſoul, and conſummated with 
it in glory; but in the goſpel of Chrift, we have a 


charming view of heaven tet in the ſtrongeſt and 


brighteſt light, that we may not loſe ourſelves, nor 
hight of that ſhining object. But notwithſtanding 
ineffable greatneſs of theſe mercies, we ſhall be 
totally deprived of them, unleſs we be followers of 
the lamb in chriſtian patience and reſignation, and 
every divine grace and ſocial virtue. But if refrac- 
tory creaturcs are otherwiſe minded and - favour 
not the things of God, but deſpiſe the admo- 
nitions of conſcience, that divine and perpetual 
inmate it is 0by.ous to all contemplative minds that 


FS 


they are ſwayed by pernicious principles, and 
the ruling powers of fin, and know nothing 
of -internal vital religion, but are totally de- 
ſtitute of the power and ſpirit of genuine chri- 
ſtianity x. Becauſe all the parts of this pure, 
and religious ſyſtem, diſcovers the uſefulneſs 
of juſtice and honeſty, of mutual forbear- 
ance and forgiveneſs, moderation and flexibi- 
lity, and their ſalutary influences, to all ſo- 
cieties and orders of men. Every article in the 
chriſtian's Creed implies light and love, every 
petition in his prayer, is intended to ſuppreſs 
impiety and profaneneſs; to promote purity 
and chaſtity; to beget in our minds the ſubli- 
meſt thoughts of God, and the higheſt reve- 
rence for his infinite and incomprehenſible ma- 
jeſty. Every motive in the goſpel, is adapted 
to the craving deſires of our ſouls; to facilitate 
the general good, and the ſpiritual benefit of 
mankind; to ſtrengthen and eſtablich them in 
virtue, and the principles of religion; to raiſe 
their grovelling minds and carnal appetites to 
the inviüble world, to the contemplation of 
our immortal Saviour, and to our beneficent 
and adorable Creator. Were our compaſſion- 
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*The main thing neceſſary to the ſalvation of ſin- 
ners, is the atfurance of pardon and forgiveneis. A- 
greeably to which, the goſpel informs us, that John 
the Baptiſt was ſent before, to prepare the way of the 
Lord, and give the knowledge of falvation unto his 
people, by the remiſſion of their fins. This general 
declaration of merey, upon the condition of repen- 
tance, was ſo ſuitable to the wants, and adequate to the 
wiſhes of mankind, that it cannot but repleniſh the 
mind with joy, and abundance of divine conſolation. 
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ate Maſter's doctrines and precepts, promiſes 
and threatnings, parables and miracles, impar- 
tially examined, we, on the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, 
ſhould be obliged to confeſs, that they all har- 
monize and conſpire in this grand and inomen- 
tous concern, to exalt real righteouſneſs to its 
higheſt perfection; to give us an abhorrence 
of every thing, that ſtains the human ſoul, or 
debaſes its dignity and ſuperior excellency. 
This I ſhall irrefragably prove, by citing thoſe 
doctrines and efficacious precepts, as they ſe- 
verally fall in order; and firſt conſider that fun- 
damental and comfortable doctrine of eternal 
life, which is the free gift of God, and the 
mere effects of his bounty, and more than the 
beſt of men deſerve, or can poſſibly claim as 
their due. The purport of which was, to diſ- 
cover his innate beneficence, and perſuade in- 
telligent creatures, not to flight this invalua- 
ble prize, but to try and examine themſelves, 
to ſearch their own impure hearts, to cleanſe 
themſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, 
and perfect holineſs in the fear of God. Our 
vigilant purſuit of this defign will, with the 
divine aſſiſtance, render us capable of this ex- 
traordinary favour, and an inheritance in the 
heavenly ſanctuary, where none but holy ſouls 
dwell, and only the pure in heart will be ever 
admitted into, or enjoy the bleſſed fight there- 
of. The belief of this immortal morn, and 
the glories, and immenſe joys, which are uſher- 
ed in with it, is matter of exceeding comfort 
to the righteous, and of inconceivable conſo- 
lation to their ſouls, when labouring under tri- 
bulation, or under ſome grievous or ſore ca- 

lamity, 
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lamity. For, when deeply immerged in trou- 
ble, and their ſpirits are weighed down with 
grief, the aſſurance of an happy hereafter, 
and their own future exiſtence in glory, make 
them bear their ſufferings patiently, and their 
reiterated perplexities with reſignation, and with 
an humble hope, and comfortable reliance on 
God, whoſe promiſes are ſure, and whoſe de- 
clarations certain. This God's faithful ſer- 
vants do, knowing that his throne is upheld 
in righteouſneſs, and that after the heat and 
burden of the day is over, and the bitterneſs 
of death is paſt, they by meekly enduring the 
croſs, will gain the crown of life, and all thoſe 
high and ſpiritual privileges which are inſe- 
parably united to it, and can never be parted 
from it. 

The important doctrine of judgment, and 
the deciſions of that awful day, which finally 
determines all mens lot, is levelled againſt all 
unrighteouſneſs and ungodlineſs, and calcu- 
lated to move the refractory to contrition, 
and be ready againſt that awful tribunal. 
At that ſolemn period, the hypocrite's maſk 
mall be pulled off, and the fawning ſyco- 
phant's ſpeeches unravelled, and the ſecrets 
of all hearts diſcloſed, and God ſhall appear 
in Terrible Majeſty to vindicate the honour of 
his Juſtice, and to judge the world in righ- 
teouſneſs, The ſon of man ſhall then come 
in his glory, and all his holy angels with 
him, and all nations ſhall be gathered before 
him, and he ſhall ſeparate them one from 
another, as a ſhepherd divideth the ſheep from 


the goats, But the bare belief of judgment, 
or 
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or confeſſing the reaſonableneſs of it, will be 
of very little ſervice, if it ends in mere ſpecu- 
lation, and does not affect our hearts and lives 
with a ſtrong, and piercing, and operative ſenſe 
of Judgment. For, when men are awakened 
into ſeriouſneſs, and the fearful account they 
muſt give, they feel the power and energy of 
it, which renders thoughtful perſons more de- 
vout, more earneſt in their prayers, more fin- 
ccre in their repentance, and more frequent 
and vigorous in their addreſſes to God, the 

reat arbiter of lite; the mighty and crerna 
God, who diſpoſeth of perſons and things, and 
always mingles mercy, with the facred rules of 
Juſtice. 

The doctrine that concerns our Lord's cru- 
cifixion, and the inexpreſſible ſufferings, and 
bitter agomes he voluntarily endured, to re- 
deem degenerate creatures from unavoidable 
Tuin, are offered as ſo many arguments, to 
urge them to abandon their iniquities, and to 
cloſe with the gracious terms of acceptance. 
Were theſe holy excitements complied with, 
and the corroding maladies of fin removed, 
men with little interruption from within, would 
be able to practice all thoſe amiable and love- 
ly virtues, which richly beautify the human 
mind, and render it fit for the divine recep- 
tion, and for the bleſſed ſpirits in glory. It 
was for this important bufineſs, that Chriſt, 
without the leaſt force or compulſion, came 
from the refulgent realms of light, to viſit 
theſe melancholy and dreary ſeats of morta- 
lity ; to obſtruct the pernicious and envious 
powers of darkneſs, and the malicious ſpirits 
of 


( 29 ) 
of deceit and wickedneſs. The generous de- 
ſign of which was, to level the perilous, 
rough, and rugged paths of fin, that truth 
and righteouſneſs might prevail among the 
different communities of rational and intelli- 
gent beings. For this momentous and bene- 
volent purpoſe, he who had power over inter- 
nal ſpirits, and legions of angels at his com- 
mand, bore the vileſt indignities, and the cru- 
eleſt treatment, with patience, and our ſms in 
his own body, on the ignominious tree, that 
we being dead unto fin, ſhould hive unto righ- 
teouſneſs, and devote ourſelves, our fouls and 
bodies to his ſervice, by whom we are recon- 
ciled unto God, and by whoſe ſtripes we are 
healed. For this end Chriſt roſe from the dead, 
and entered into his glory, adorned with all 
the marks of infinite Majeſty, there to appear 
at God's right hand, to intercede for us in 
heaven; that we may be a pure and holy 
people, prepared by the efficacy of his ſpirit, 
for larger and brighter communications of ce- 
leſtial light, in thoſe immenſe regions of bliſs; 
where there are no clouds to obſcure, nor 
eclipſes to darken that glorious light. For 
this cauſe our indulgent Saviour, who com- 
miſerated our deplorable wretchedneſs, and 
the obdurateneſs of our treacherous hearts ; 
opened the ſources of everlaſting love, and 
acquainted us with his ſecond appearance, 
and that he will come to judgment, to ſcru- 
tinize our paſt actions, to ſeparate the Good 
from the Bad, and reward every man accord- 
ing to his works. Theſe intimations ſhould 
be kept in remembrance, as they ſpring from 


pure 
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ure kindneſs, and are defigned to diſcourage 
indolence and inactivity, to make us more 
thoughtful and more vigilant, ready to exert 
our endeavours to be holy, as he that hath oall- 
ed us is holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner of 
converſation and godlineſs. Let us then, who 
expect an heavenly crown, to taſte the chaſte 
pleaſures of angels, and dwell for ever with 
the Lord, walk honeſtly as in the day, not in 
riot and drunkenneſs, not in chambering and 
wantonneſs, not in ſtrife and envyings, but put 
ye on the Lord Jeſus, and make no proviſion 
for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts thereof: where- 
fore, let no corrupt communication proceed 
out of your mouth, but that which 1s good for 
the uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter grace 
unto the hearers, and grieve not the holy Spirit 
of God, whereby ye are ſealed unto the day of 
redemption. 

Thus we ſee all the doctrines of the goſpel 
are ſo many topics of divine and ſacred elo- 
quence, whereby God addreſſes himſelf to our 
hope and fear, and every other paſhon in the 

- ſoul, that is capable of perſuaſion, to move us 
to temperance and ſobriety, and inward morti- 
fication, to the delighttul and rational employ- 
ment of devotion. From what has been al- 
ready obſerved, it 1s obvious the main defign 
of divine revelation, was not to fill the head _ 


with dry, or airy uſeleſs ſpeculations, * but te 
render 


There are none of our Saviour's dectrines, ſays 
an eminent prelate, calculated for the gratification of 
idle curioſity, the buſying and amuſing us with airy 
ſpeculations ; much leſs are they intended for an ex- 


erciſe of our credulity, or a trial how far we could 
bring 
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render our hearts flexible, and more ſuſcepti- 
ble of divine truths, that the mind and lead- 
ing faculties of the ſoul may not lie dormant z 
but be properly moved, and divinely regulated. 
There 1s nothing in Chriſt's religion uſeleſs, 
that does not tend to influence our wills, to 
allay the violent heat of carnal appetites, to 
fix our roving thoughts and wandering deſires 
on our God, the immoveable center of reſt, and 
the principal and only defirable happineſs of 
man. 

Moreover, the poſitive precepts of chriſti- 
anity are not arbitrarily impoſed, but admi- 
rably adapted to our reaſon, and formed with 
proper tendencies, to correct the depravity of 
human nature, to recover mental purity, to 
impreſs our inclination and affections, with 
ſuch weight and energy, as will relieve na- 
tural infirmities and accidental weakneſſes, 
and add ſtrength and beauty to the human 
mind. The precepts that require our belief 
in Jeſus, are not only guards againſt immo- 
ral purſuits, but inftruments alſo, te preſerve 
and forward the practice of rational perform- 


ances, and an humble ſenſe of thoſe mercies, 
which 


bring our reaſon to ſubmit to our faith. But as on the 
one hand they were plain and ſimple, ſuch as by their 
agreeableneſs to the rational faculties of mankind, did 
highly recommend themſelves to our belief; ſo on the 

other hand, they had an immediate relation to practice, 
and were the genuine principles and foundation, on 
which all human and divine virtues are naturally to be 
ſuperſtructed. Sermon before the Queen. And therefore 
no doctrines which contradict our reaſon, and the prin- 
ciples of natural light, muſt on any conſideration be 
accounted of, or received as articles of faith in religion. 
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which God of his mere bounty pours upon 
us, and Chrift Jeſus entitles us to; by virtue 
of his death and ſufferings, and the power 
of his triumphant reſurrection, It is clear then, 
that the intention of this belief was to inlarge 
and invigorate our mental faculties, and to mor- 
tify our evil deeds, that we who were the ſlaves 
of ſatan, ahd led captive at his will, may deſert 
and abominate his ſervitude, and conform to 
the will of that undiſturbed Being, who 1s not 
the author of confuſion, but of peace and love 


in all the churches of the ſaints, 


They charge us to atrend the public worſhip, 
to behave with decency, and the greateſt pro- 
priety and ſolemnity, as thoſe who really deſire 
to learn, and obey the celeſtial precepts of Jeſus, 
not to forſake the aſſembling of ourſelves to- 
gether, as the manner of ſome 1s, bur to exhort 
one another, and ſo much the more as we ſee 
the day approaching. The ſcripture abounds 
with exhortations to this duty, and the light of 
nature approves its uſefulneſs, and moral tenden- 
cy to enlighten our intellectual capacities, and to 
diſcover the wondrous things of God's law ; to 
excite mental adoration to our Maker, and 
thankfulneſs and gratitude to our beneficent and 
generous benetactor; who encompaſſeth us with 
loving kindneſs and with tender mercies. When 
engaged in God's ſervice, and we act according 
to the rules of infinite wiſdom, we ſhall gladly 
hear the laws of morality explained, and the 
inſtructive and advantageous duties of chriſti- 
anity enforced, as neceſſary to remove our hea- 
vineſs, to animate our expiring hopes, and the 


ſecret al 
ſouls. 


pirations and filent breathings of 


our 
At- 
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Attendance in the houſe of God will, on offer- 
ing ſuitable addreſſes to him, when countenanced 
by his enlivening preſence, open the piercing eye 
of our ſouls, and clear it of all that fordid dimneſs 
which hinder intelligent beings from ſpiritual per- 
ception, and from receiving the benefit of divine 
inſtruction: & Theſe impediments being removed, 
and our mental faculties enlightened, we are aware 
of all thoſe fatal ſnares which licentious perſons 
dexterouſly lay in our way, to make us ſtrangers 
to ourſelves, and to the hidden myſteries of ini- 
quity: By means of theſe ſubtil devices, we run 
counter to moral obligations, and commit ſuch 
baſe and ludicrous actions as render us lower and 
viler than the brute, or any other part of the ere- 
ation: And though ſinners are generally thought- 
leſs and ſecure, or ſeldom ttouble themſelves much 


with religion, or about the performances of its ſa- 
E cred 


$ For by deſpiſing the worſhip of God, and the obſervation 
of the Lord's-Day, delinquents ate apt to forget things ſacred, 
to ſuffer lightnels and levity to ſeize their intellects and poſ- 
ſeſs their hearts, and render them utterly averſe to ſerious ar- 
guments, and the moſt efficacious exhortations ; let us then 
who are Chriſtians, and profeſs to venerate that ſacred name, 
make conſcience of obſerving the Lord's-Day; for I am verily 
perſuaded, every ſuch perſon that is really ſincere, and that 
bears an honeſt heart towards God, will never fail to grow in 
virtue, and to improve in goodneſs; but thoſe of different diſ- 
poſitions, who cheriſh the ſpirit of oppoſition, very rarely at- 
tain a true ſenſe of religion, or to the principles of internal 
piety: And this I think is very obſervable, that moſt of theſe 
lewd and profligate people, who have run into all ſorts of ex- 
travagancies, when they come to die, and to reflect on their lives 
paſt, and to give an account of what led them into all thoſe 
exceſſes and wickedneſſes, the molt common thing that they 
imputed it all to was their not oblerving the Lord's-Day ; but 
when they ſhould have been at church, they gave themſelves 
up to idle and vicious company, that by degrees perverted 
their manners, and drew them into thoſe miſchiefs which are 
now too late to redreſs, See this ſubject treated at large E.; 
Archbiſhop Sharp, | 
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cred offices, yet they may be led to aſſemble by cuſ- 
tom, by curioſity, or by friendſhip, to furniſh 
themſelves with matter for mirth or. ridicule ; 
But notwithſtanding ſuch impious diſpoſitions, 
men have been alarmed in the ſanctuary, and 
brought to acknowledge their profaneneſs, and 
to a right underſtanding of themſelves; their con- 
ſciences have been awakened, and their obdurate 
hearts pierced, till they cried out in bitterneſs, and 
in great agony of ſoul, men and brethren what ſhall 
e do to be ſaved? or what method ſhall we pur- 
ſue to appeaſe the divine anger, or to recover our 
forfeited inheritance? They enjoin us to be bap= 
tized in the name of Feſus; to become members 
of the church militant; that being put under the 
means of grace, and into the goſpel ſtate of ſal- 
vation, we may walk as children of the light, and 
as the redeemed of the Lord; but it we follow the 
works of the fleſh, and do not conſider the ultimate 
end for which this holy ordinance was inſtituted, 
we loſe its ſpiritual privileges, and can receive no 
benefit from them; for it is not the putting away 
the filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a good con- 
ſcience, that will aſſuage the terrours ot guilt, or 
procure the divine pardon and forgiveneſs. 

We, by being incorporated into that body, 
whereof Chriſt is both Lord and King, are, by 
deteſting and forſaking thoſe degrading vices 
which pierced his holy ſoul, and entered his in- 
moſt ſpirit, made fellow-citizens with the ſaints, 
and with the houfhold of God. By admiſſion into 
the chriſtian ſociety, we are not terrified with tre- 
mendous ſights, nor initiated with pain and blood, 
nor come unto a mount burning with fire, as the 
Hebrews were at the giving of the law ; but, be- 
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ing proſelytes of the immaculate Jeſus, are com?” 
unto Mount- Sion, and unto the city of the living Cod. 
the heavenly Feruſalem, and to an innumerable com- 
pany of angels: So that, without any terrible in- 
troductions, we, on the rational terms of ſincere 
repentance, and the faith that worketh by love, 
participate of thoſe immenſe privileges, and are 
brought to the-general aſſembiy and church of ' the 
Arſt- horn, whoſe names are written in heaven; and 
to God the Fudge of all, and the ſpirits of juſt nen 
maae perfect, and to Feſus the Mediator of the new 
covenant » They command us to frequent the 
Lord's table, to approach that ſacred feaſt with 
devotion, and with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs, and 
gravity, as the nature of this ſacred banquet re- 
quires; to renew out baptiſmal covenant,and to re- 
jreſh our memories with the unſearchable and 
ſtupendous riches of divine grace, that the com- 
memoration of Chriſt's paſſion, and his blood 
flowing with love, may imprint on our hearts the 
moſt fervent devotion, and produce the ſtrongeſt 
evidence of our love to God, which is entire ſub- 
miſſion and reſignation to his will. The partici- 
pation of the ſacred ſymbols of Chriſt's body, when 
enlivened with his gracious preſence, ho left theſe 
pledges of peace and divine reconciliation, will re- 
move ſourneſs of temper and narrownelſs of ſpirit; 
and, inſtead of theſe unſociable diſpoſitions,” make 
us generous, affable, and courteous, and fruitful 
in all gocd works: By being freed from thoſe. 
evils, and repleniſhed with theſe virtues,- our 
inclinations are looſened from the world, and we 
are more cloſely united to God; we daily increaſe 
in amity and unity with ſociety, and maintain har- 
mony and peace within ourſelves, and concord 

22 with 
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with each individual: But ſince our reſolutions 
are fickle and wavering, and our fooliſh hearts 


deceiveable, and apt to fly from God, the religious 


uſe of this ordinance, and attendance on it, as 


the means t keep us from falling, will, if all be 


not cold within, or there remains any ſpark of 
gratitude, inexpreſſibly endear Chriſt to us: It 
will conſtrain us to live to him, whoſe love ap- 
peared in his dying countenance, when the ſweat 
trickled down his tender cheeks, and the blood 

flowed from his bleeding fide: Here the com- 
fortable ſpirit breathes, and God ſpeaks inward 
peace and conſolation to his people: By feeding 


on this ſpiritual repeſt, believers taſte the celeſtial 


manna, and the talutary love of Chriſt, which to 


them is ſweeter than wine, or the honey and the 


honey-comb: The bruiſed reed becomes a ſtrong 
pillar in the temple of God, and the ſmoaking 
flax is kindled into an heavenly flame, and he, in 
whom all fullneſs dwells, enlightens and enlivens 
the dark and diſconſolate ſoul, and will be made 
of Ged, unto all ſuch as pleaſe and honour him, 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanciſication and redemption : 
Thele precepts are {imple in themſelves, and in 
their nature eaſy and ſignificant, molt fit to order 
and direct our converſation on earth, to exalt 
our ſouls to the world of ſpirits, to the tranſ- 
cendant glories of heaven: The conſtant and 
regular exerciſe of theſe precepts, and being arm- 
ed againſt the terrours of death, will, by the in- 


fluences of ſovereign grace, enable us to van- 


quiſh that potent tyrant, and to find a ſafe and 
uninterrupted paſſage through the gloomy hor- 
rours of the grave, to life immortal, and the ne- 
ver=cealing ſprings of joy: When we have — 
tere 
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tered this glorious kingdom, and are made deni - 
zons of this city, we ſhall be companions of the 
righteous, and enjoy one perpetual and everlaſt- 
ing day; a day commenſurate to the unlimited 
eternity of God himſelf, that bright ſun of righte- 
ouſneſs, which is always riſing and never ſets. 

Our Saviour is not only amazingly good in his 
doctrines and precepts, but alſo in his threatenings 
and promiſes, which flow from pure benevolence 
and an earneſt deſire to turn the hearts of the dif 
obedient to the wiſaom of the juſt, that, by ſuppreſſing 
their reproachful diſorders, they might cultivate 
new tempers, and new habits of an holy and up- 
right converſation : Theſe bright manifeſtations 
of divine favcur and infinite kindneſs are deſigned 
to alarm the impenitent, to deliver them from the 
guilt and puniſhment of fin, that they may eſcape 
the wrath to come, and be preſerved in that tre- 
mendous day, when the incorrigible ſhall be ba- 
niſhed God's preſence, and the righteous rewarded 
with an everlaſting and incorruptible crown. 

I ſhall now conſider the promiſes, and ſhew that 
none can be benefited by them, but ſuch as labour 
after purity of life, and ſimplicity of heart, and 
manners, to ſuppreſs all thoſe fooliſh and hurtful 
luſts, which blind the underſtanding, and drow 
men in peraition : So that we cannot be counte- 
nanced in licentiouſneſs, nor be embeldened in 
any ſort of wickedneis, by ſheitering ourſelves 
under thoſe promiſes, which the vi:tuous only 
are entitled to, and the incorrigibly vicious totally 
excluded from: Promiſes, thus ſtable and abſo- 
lutely ſure, cannot poſſibly be obtained, except 
we comply with the terms preſcribed and ſpecified 
in them, and 1o live as becomes the offspring of 

| heaven, 
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heaven, and the purity of that relation in which 
we-ſtand to God our heavenly father, who tem- 
pers his rebukes with mercy, and ſweetens his 
| promiſes with love. If God's paternal relation 
be the ground of our ſecurity, and his beneficent 


affection to us, ſhould it not be the motive of our 


dutiful ſubmiſſion and filial obedience to him? The 
obligation is natural, from our high deſcent and 
heavenly original: We are exhorted and excited 
by this relation, as obedient children, to be blame- 
leſs and harmleſs, the ſons of God, without rebuke, 
in the midſt of. a crooked and perverſe generation, 
ſhining as lights in the world, The promiſes, be- 
ing conditional, render it abſurd to ſuppoſe, that 
any ſhould be gainers by them, or have any in- 
tereſt in them, except ſuch as are purified by faith, 
and do, by patient continuance in well. doing, ſeek for 
glory, honour, immortality, and eternal life. What- 
ever mens imaginations may be, without the 
ſtricteſt performance of moral duties, and the re- 
ligious exerciſes of theſe chriſtian graces, they re- 
proachfully build #por the ſand, and can have no 
folid foundation,or rational hope,to depend upon. 
The uſe we ſhould make of theſe exceeding 
reat and precious promiſes is, to ſhun the infectious 
diſeaſe of fin; to cultivate heavenly-mindedneſs, 
and the efficacious ſeeds of divine grace; that 
we may participate of the divine nature, and 
eſcape the pollutions of the world, through the 
urgent charms of Juit, and its bewitching and 
enticing inducements: But if the means are in- 
dolently neglected, or we apply them to other 
purpoſes than God in his wiſdom intended and 
appointed, we ſhall ceitainly mils of heaven and 


happineſs, and, with the flothful ſervant, who bid 


his 
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his lord's talent in the earth, be doomed to the 
infernal pit of miſery, and to inexpreſſible woe. 
Goſpel threatenings are to the ſame purport, 
and formed to rouſe men out of carnal ſecurity, 
and that lethargick ſtate of inſenſibility which 
apoſtate creatures: have inadvertently contracted, 
and ſhamefully brought upon themſelves, by op- 
poſing the friendly reprimands of conſcience, 
God's vicegerent in the ſoul, and cheriſhing the 
detormed and filthy habits of fin. Perſons of this 
volatile ſpirit, and malevolent caſt, are; through 
the tender mercies of God, and the ſympathizing 
bowels of love, acquainted with their terribleneſs 
to ſuch as deſpiſe thoſe fearful denunciations, and 
will not be brought to correct and mend their 
horrid and deteſtable evil courſes: The intention 
of which was, to put the thoughtleſs and incon- 
ſiderate upon thinking, that they may prepare 
for that deciſive event, when the Judge of quick 
and dead, the Creator of men and angels, ſhall 
appear in full luſtre, in the ſplendour and bright- 
neſs of God's infinite Majeſty: Theſe awful me- 
naces and intimations of unavoidable ruin are 
not revealed to terrify the virtuous, but to make 
the vicious ſenfible of their danger, and their 
mournful. defection from God, from whom they 
receive life, and being, . breath, and every other 
ſpiritual and temporal bleſſing: By thus ſeeing 
their miſery, and the egregious vanity of indulg- 
ing human paſſion, the rebellious are often brought 
to conviction, and ſeriouſly to bemoan their 
former wretchedneſs, and to invoke that om- 
niſeient Deity. for mercy, againſt whom they 
have heinouſly trangreſſed, and before whom 
they ſtand ſelf- condemned: Upon this ſolemn 
confeſſion 
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confeſſion of their ſins, and the ſalutary aſſiſtance 
received from above, contrite ſouls, who are in- 
ſtructed from heaven, and have taſted that the 
Lord is gracious, are fo aware of the depreciating 
arts of deceit, that they no longer graſp the emp- 

cloud, but live as thoſe who live not accord- 
ing to the fleſh, but according to the ſpirit, and 
do mortify the deeds of the body : So that whoever 
continues theſe commendable exerciſes, and ſtrives 
to acquire that compoſed and heavenly frame 
of ſpirit which the people of God poſſeſs, when 
quitting their clayey tabernacle, will not be 
mocked with flying thadows, nor bediſappointed of 
their hope; but have an eternal reſt with God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: They will then 
have new deſires and ſerene conceptions, and all 
thoſe harmonious tempers, and ſedate and holy 
qualities, with which the ſoul is delighted, and 
are eſſential to permanent ſatisfaction, and the 
enjoyment of ſtable bleſſedneſs: Theſe religious 
diſpoſitions, influenced by the divine fpirit, me- 
Jiorate the heart, perfuade the moſt obſtinate 
and moſt perverſe not to riſk the loſs of their 
fouls, nor the deprivation of divine favour, for 
the preſent fruition of ſome frothy diverſion, or 
the painful flutter of ſome momentary pleaſure ; 
becauſe theſe irrational and ſenſeleſs amuſe- 
ments, though they may pleaſe for awhile, and 
ſooth our animal deſires, and vain hopes and expec- 
tations, yet thoſe falſe delights ſoon vaniſh, but 
the terrible ſting will remain, and without real 
reformation, torment our ſouls in this world, 
as well as in the world to come: But notwith- 
ſtanding theſe ſeverities are due to the violation 
of undefiled reaſon, and oppoſition to the prin- 
ciples of religion, we have no cauſe to be inti- 
midated 
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midated, nor to dread the execution of them, if 
we will return to our allegianee, and ſuffer ele- 
mency and diffuſive benevolence, to correct the 
licentious part of our conduct, and to complete the 
deſirable work of reformation : Theſe are the 
darling attributes and perfections of God, which 
he takes the greateſt complacency in, as bein 
moſt agreeable to, and inſeparable from, his pure 
and unblemiſhed nature: And therefore infinite 
goodneſs whoſe eſſence is unalterably the ſame, had 
much rather be diſplaying mercy and love, than 
taking vengeance on ſuch as will not conform to 
the divine plan, nor obey the bleſſed goſpel of 
his Son, while righteouſneſs is from everlaſting 
to everlaſting, and whoſe loving-kindneſs endures 
throughout all generations : So that, if ſuch en- 
gaping, promiſes, as the revelation of Jeſus pro- 
claims, will not operate on our hopes, and in- 
cline our hearts to goodneſs, nor its threatenings, 
which are of the longeſt duration, and of the 
moſt terrifying nature, will not work upon our 
fears, nor deter us from affronting Infinite Ma- 
jeſty, I know not what will: For in them are con- 
tained and applied every motive, in its full ex- 
tent and latitude, that can diſpoſe men to ſub- 
miſſion, and to yield unfeigned and chearful obe- 
dience to the ſupreme Lord, and only law-giver, 

The drift and tenour of almoſt all our Saviour's 
parables is to make us act reaſonably, and con- 
fiſtently with our rational powers, and that ſupe- 
rior rank of beings in which provicence has placed 
us, and conſtantly preſerves us: They are deſign- 
ed to make us love God, and to love one ano- 
ther, and to abhor immorality and profaneneſs, 
guile and hypocriſy ; to revive and propagate 
juſtice and honeſty, in all their ſeveral branches, 


throughout the different and moſt diſtant parts of 
E the 
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the globe; to enforce piety and ſincerity, cha- 
rity and generoſity, and all thoſe tender and feel- 
ing ſentiments, which prompt us, at all conve- 
nient ſeaſons, to relieve the wants of the 1ndi- 
gent and neceſſitous, to redreſs the miſeries of 
the injured and afflicted; or to preſs the obſerv- 
ance of particular duties, ſuch as kindneſs. and 
compaſſion, long-ſufferance and mutual forbear- 
ance, and all other profitable virtues, which are 
of eminent ſervice to ſociety, and of ſingular 
utility to every individual; or elſe to diſcourage 
prevailing vices, ſuch as idleneſs and lewdnels, 
extravagancy and prodigality, diſſimulation and 
hypocriſy, fraud and injuſtice, things prejudicial 
in themſelves, and injurious to publick peace 
and tranquillity: The practice of theſe groſs 
enormities, and an endeavour to humour greedy 
and voracious appetites, make men neglect the 
rational and ſocial duties of religion, and wholly 
thoughtleſs of their main concern, and of making 
timely preparation for futurity, and their un- 
changeable ſtate in eternity : The removal of 
theſe epidemical evils, and the performance of 
theſe ſlighted virtues, when they ſpring from love 
to God, and are actuated by his free ſpirit, will 
not only fortify our minds againſt all the aſſaults of 
the deceiver, and the violent attacks of that im- 
placable enemy, but alſo preſerve in us a lively 
ſenſe of all thoſe divine and moral excellencies, 
which brighten every part of our conduct, and 
render us ſerviceable in our ſeveral ſtations, and 
in our different capacities, The method our di- 
vine teacher took, to reprove and convince the 
contumacious and incredulous, the ſupercilious 
and imperious, the haughty and arrogant, was 
by parables very expreſſive, and well choſen; 
not drawn from abſtracted notions, nor the ab- 

ſtruſe 
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ſtruſe ſpeculations of philoſophers, whoſe heads, 
too often dwell in the clouds, but from things ſimi- 
lar to things meant, and illuſtrated by ſome mate- 
rial repreſentations and actions, frequent amongſt 
men, ſuch as they were accuſtomed to, and had 
been long acquainted with; as of an huſband- 
man's ſowing corn in the field; of a fiſher's throw- 
ing his net into the ſea; of a man's looking for a 
loſt ſheep ; * of a maſter's reckoning with his ſer- 
vant; of the reproachful extravagancies of the pro- 
digal ſon, and his return to his indulgent father, 
who embraces him in the arms of love, and with 
the tendereſt and warmeſt affections; and of the im- 
portunity af an opprefled and diſtreſſed widow, to 
aſſwage her ſorrows, to mitigate her griefs, and 
to redreſs her grievances, and lighten her heavy 
burden : Relations of this nature are eaſily re- 
membered, and perſons of the meaneſt and loweſt 
capacities can readily apprehend and clearly un 
derftand them. Moreoyer the miracles + of Chriſt 

F 2 are. 


* Metaphors taken from the cloſeſt parts of the body, 
are applied to the rational ſoul, and may not ſo much 
denote the animal life, as that which is ſtiled the human 
foul, Such an animal carnal ſoul wants both principle 
and light to diſcern the things of God: for the ſoul in- 
lightned by reaſon, and ruled by the divine influences, 1s 
not changed in its ſubſtance, but in its intellectual en- 
dowments; whoſe underſtanding, will and affections are 
ſpiritualized, and all manifeſted in actions agreeable ta 
the mind of God. | 

+ The natural world ſeems to be ſubject to certain re- 
gular laws, impreſſed upon all matter at its firſt creation, 
and never to be altered, but upon ſome extraordinary o- 
caſion, requiring the manifeſtation of God himſelf, and 
an awful and ſolemn appeal to the ſenſes of men: This 
is what we properly ſtile a miracle, and which is not to 
be expected after the laſt revelation, made by Chriſt and 
his holy apoſtles, has been ſufficiently promulged and 
eftabliſhed in the world, ; 
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are of ſingular uſe, and of extraordinary benefit, 
to ſuch as conſider thoſe wonders with attentive 
ſeriouſneſs, and make them to revere the divine om- 
nipotence, which is moſt amazingly and gene- 
rouſly exhibited, not in tragical and frightful 
ſpectres, or in aſtoniſhing prodigies, but in works of 
mercy and compaſſion, and of, the moſt benevo- 
lent actions, in raifing the dejected and oppreſſed 
ſpirits of men, and reſtoring them to their priſtine 
ſoundneſs, and to their primitive ſtate of ala- 
crity: For they not only engage the affections, 
ſtrike the mind with the deepeſt awe and the 
profoundeſt reverence, and cauſe it filently to 
adore that power which it cannot poſhbly compre- 
hend, nor 1s able perfectly to deſcribe, but they are 
alſo evidences of divine benignity, and of that 
diffuſive bounty, that overflows the whole crea- 
tion, and renders its vaſt productions beneficial 
and ferviceable, for the preſervation and ſupport 
of every living creature: They admirably diſplay 
that paſſionate concern, and thoſe bowels of in- 
finite tenderneſs, which our all-ſutfcient Saviour, 
and ſkilful phyſician of foul and body, exerciſed 
for the ſpiritual and temporal welfare of mankind, 
by his going about dcing good, and healing the moſt 
ſtubborn and inveterate diſeaſes, and the ſharpeſt 
and acuteſt diſtempers, without any external or 
outward application: Theſe are irrefragable in- 
dications of God's love, and demonſtrations of his 
fatherly care, and the tranſcendant munificence 
of Jeſus, our for ever indulgent Redeemer ; Theſe 
illuſtrious inſtances of mercy are ſufhcient to lower 
our pride and ſclt-conceit, to inſpire our hearts 
with ſpiritual freedom, to elevate our thoughts to 
God, to contemplate the divine power and wiſ— 
dom, which ſhines ſo viſibly in pure minds, in 
the renovation and ſalvation of ſorrowful and re- 
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turning tranſgreſſors: Here let it be carefully 
remarked, and often remembred, that, among 
our bleſſed Lord's miracles, there are none that 
brought grief, or did harm to any ones perſon; 
but all contributed to the eaſe and relief of the 
ſorrowful and diſtreſſed: I hey adminiſtered food 
to the hungry, and ſupplies to thoſe in want and 
neceſſity, and brought ſeaſonable help and deli- 
verance to thoſe in imminent danger, who were 
almoſt ready to periſh, How can we but admire that 
aſtoniſhing power, which runs through this mighty 
fabrick, and the various tribes of different animals, 
and numberleſs myriads of animate and of inani- 
mate beings, when we ſee it ſo liberally employ- 
ed, in recovering fight to theblind, feet tothe lame, 
and calling the dead back to life again! Oh! power 
truly divine, thus kindly exerted, in curing the 
ſick of their diſeaſes, and reſtoring health to thoſe 
who were ready to expire, and palt all hopes of re- 
covery ; not to a feeble and languiſhing ſtate, but 
to confirmed health and ſtrength ; to the juſt uſe 
and enjoyment of every organ and faculty in full 
perfection: By theſe ſupernatural and matchleſs 
wonders, and inſtantaneouſly repairing natural in- 
firmities, and accidental defects, our adorable Re- 
deemer, the Lord and Judge of the world, proved 
his Divinity and his miſhon : Wonders of gentle- 
neſs and beneficence, of kindneſs and love, ſuch 
as allure us with their charms, and draws us with 
the cords of a man, and are undeniable tokens of 
God's immediate preſence, and uncontroulable 
power and dominion over univerſal nature, Thus 
have we now conſidered the Goſpel doctrines and 
precepts, threatenings and promiſes, parables and 
miracles, and ſhewn that no ſyſtem is better fitted 
to exterminate vice and impiety, to retard the 
nauſeous torrents of profaneneſs, and the floods 
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of ungodlineſs, than that which is taught by our 
Jeſus, and revealed in ſcripture for our inſtruction 
and edification ; nor can the importance and ne- 
ceſſity of virtue be repreſented to greater advan- 
tage, or an expedient better deviſed, than that 
which is propoſed by Chriſt, and taken in the 
counſel of heaven, to preſerve the human ſpecies 
from ruin, and reconcile them to an incenſed God : 
For what can better enforce moral obligation and 
engage us more to watch-over ourſelves, and over 
all our words .and actions, than the example of 
the Son of God, flowing from the pureſt benevo- 
lence, that perfect pattern of unſullied purity, 
which is ſo conſpicuous and exquiſite in all its 
parts? * nor will any thing ſhine brighter, or do 
ſo great honour to human nature, as cloathing it 
with the beautiful robes of innocency, and religi- 
ouſly exerting our mental power and faculties, to 
approve ourſelves to that benign Being, wha 


will 


In the chriſtian ſyſtem the laws of reaſon are clear- 
ly exhibited ; there they ſhine with inimitable brightneſs, 
without any mixture of impurity to ſully their primitive 
luſtre, as they originally proceeded from him, who is our 
ſupreme bencfaQor ; Nor is the matter of thoſe laws ſet 
off with leſs beauty than the motives joined to them, 
which are ſo contrived, that, were it not for the depravi- 
ty of nature, they could not fail of exciting the attention, 
and quickening us 1n all holy obedience. | 

It has been, and often is objected, that ſome of our 
Lord's parables are difficult, and of little uſe to common 
apprehenſions, or perſons of dull intellects. I anſwer, 
that thoſe parables, which are ſo abſtruſe, that their ſenſe 
is not eafily perceived, or hard to be underſtood, were at 
the time delivered very familiar, and in every reſpect of 
eminent uſe and ſervice, to promote the glory of God, 
the good of our fellow-creatures, and the real advangc- 
ment and intereſt of genuine chriſtianity. 
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will exhibit his excellent glory, when be ſpall 
come to be glorified in bis ſaints, and to be admired in 
them that believe. For God bath not appointed us 
to wrath, but to obtain ſalvation by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who died for us; that whether we wake or 
Jeep, we ſhould live together with bim. Therefore, 
we, who are candidates for eternity, and de- 
ſirous of gaining the celeſtial prize, muſt be 
like the hoſt of beavenly angels in godly diſ- 
poſitions, and a readineſs to- obey our Maker, 
that we may not be alarmed or repulſed by the 
deceiver ; but may ſafely arrive at our quiet te- 
treat, and enter in, without any obſtruction, through 
the gates into the holy city: In this ſacred place are 
no perverſe ſpirits, no vexatious adverſaries, or 
litigious ſinners, to teaze' and moleſt us: but the 
redeemed of the Lord ſhall wall there; and the ran- 
ſomed of the Lord ſhall return and come to Zion with 
ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon their heads : They ſhall 
obtain joy and gladneſs ;, and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall 
flee away: They are freed from pains and uneaſi- 
nefles of body and mind, and advanced to ſuch an 
elevated ſtation as renders them glorious in holi- 
neſs, and cauſes them to exult in ſacred admira- 
tion, and cry out, in ecſtafies of divine wonder, 
former things are paſſed away, and, bebold all 
things are become new. But it men will arrogant- 
ly contend with God, with that great and omni- 
potent Being, who ſets bounds to the tremendous 
ocean, and made his arm bare in their defence, 
to revive their oppreſſed ſpirits, and the bitter an- 
guiſh of their ſouls, he will not only diſcontinue 
his mercy, and ſhut up his tender bowels in 
diſpleaſure ; but they muſt alſo ſuffer that 
chaſtiſement which will be inflifted on the 
irreclaimable, as the wages due to their iniqui- 
tics, when the Lerd ſhall be revealed from heaven, 
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with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and obey not the 
goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt : Such perſons ſhall be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the pre- 
ente 'of the Lord, and from the glory of bis pow- 
er. It is obvious from this deciſive event, and 
theſe equitable determinations, that as the re- 
compence reſerved for the virtuous is fo amazing- 
ly great and inconceivable, and "infinitely above 
our contracted ideas, ſo the puniſhinent laid vp 
for the wicked, and incorrigible is ſo terrible in it- 
ſelf, that no clear or diſtinct notions can poſſibly be 
formed of it: The confideration of which, if 
weighed in the ſcale of equity, and the balance of 
the ſanctuary, is an evident demonſtration, that 
the plan of our moſt holy religion * was not the 


ſubtle 


* Tt is worth our ſerious obſervation, that though the 
miracles by which our religion was confirmed are denied, 
and the peer by which they were wronght difputed, and 
the prophecies that refer to our Redeemer are conteſted, 
and their number and application debated, yet this does 
not weaken its internal excellencies, or hinder its uſeful- 
neſs to ſociety : Its precepts are ſo equitable in themſelves 
and fo agreeable to our natural conceptions, and the rules 
of juſtice and honeſty, that they ſtand clear of every ob- 


jection, and were never publicly contradicted, or diſal- 


lowed by any. 

Therefore, I would fain perſwade our deiſts to look 
into the grounds and reaſons of chriſtianity, before _ 
pretend to find fault with it, or to cenfure or reje 
ite beneficial and comfortable doctrines: Let them but 
obſerve the ſuperſtructure, and if all, or any part of it, 
be not fitted to it, let them in God's name reject it. 
God's works are all of a- piece; there is no incoherence 
or alteration in the ſupreme God. If all genuine chriſtiani- 
ty, i. e. all that Chriſt and his apoſtles made eſſential to it, 
be an evident improvement of natural religion, built upon 
it, 
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ſubtle contrivance of prieſts, nor of an ambitious 
ſet of men, who form ſchemes to aggrandize 
themſelves; but it was founded in the wiſdom, 
and power, and goodneſs of God; to diſcover his 
eſſential moral properties; and the principles * of 

natural 


it, fitted to it, and compacted with it, ſo that both together 
make one entire ſyſtem, or body of laws, juſt and reafonable, 
worthy the ſupreme lawgiver, and all apparently framed for 
the benefit of intelligent creatures, there can be no fair objec- 
tion againſt itz and therefore, methinks, much time need not 
be ſpent, nor many arguments uſed, to eatreat men to embrace 
it, and to build all their hopes and expectations of grace and 
mercy upon it. Sh 

* By which expteſſion, I do not underſtand the cuſtoms and 
manners of countries, nor obedience to men of corrupt minds 
and depraved appetites, who follow the ſuggeſtions of their 
evil hearts, and eagerly purſue the extravagant demands of 
earthly paſſions; but by natural religion, I underſtand that 
which is derived from God, the eternal and inexhauſtible 
fountain of truth, and is interwoven in our very frame, and 
founded in the nature and reaſon of things, in the. appointment 
and will of God; fixing the relation free agents bear to God, 
and to one another, that they may principally regard their 
chief good, and fill up their ſtation in the general ſyſtem, to 
the honour and glory of their Creator, their all-powerful and 
all- ſufficient preſerver. 

This was the religion the inoffenfive and humble Jefus 
taught, and propagated by ſome poor deſpiſed fiſhermen, with- 
Out power or authority, learning or eloquence, to compel or 
force ſubmiſſion and obedience to it, But other religions 
were eſtabliſhed in different nations, by perſons of the greateſt 
eminence, and known reputation among men ; that of the 
Perſians by Zoroaſter; that of the Egyptians by Hermes; that 
of the Romans by Numa; all kings, or perſons. of great re- 
putation for their wiſdom and virtue, and they were received 
without contradiftion: And in latter times Mahomet opened 
a way for his religion by the ſword, and advanced and pro- 
pagated it by conqueit, and the force of arms. 

It is no wonder that a religion, ſo pleaſing to the looſer ap- 
petites, that gives licenſe to all corrupt inclinations in the 


prefent life, and promiſes a ſenſual paradiſe in the future, 
fhould 
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natural religion are ſo far from being weakened 
by revealed, that they are ſtrengthened and 
aſſiſted by it: Was Chriſtianity candidly tried by 
this rule, it would appear conſiſtent with perfect 
rectitude, and moſt judiciouſly modelled, to reduce 
this confuſed and diſtracted ſtate to order, by re- 
pairing the ruins of the moral world, by aboliſh- 


ing ſtrife and envy, and eſtabliſhing harmony and 


peace: The agreeable performance of which 
would regulate the lives and manners of the tu- 
multuous and rebellious, and bring the faithful 
to enjoy themſelves, and their own property with 


ſafety : 


ſhould be embraced by thoſe who were ſubject to his victories: 
But the apoſtles were meanly born and educated, without 
credit or eſteem, deſtitute of al! human ſtrength, and had only 
a crucified perſon for their I:ader and guide; for Chriſtianity 
was expoſed naked in the day of its birth, without any ſhelter 
or protection from the ſecular power: They had neither the 
advantage of art nor eloquence, to enforce or recommend 
their religion, T here is a kind of charm in rhetorick that 
makes things appear otherwiſe than they are; the beſt cauſe it 
ruins, the worlt it confirms: Truth, though in itſelf invin- 
cible, yet by it ſeems to be overcome, and error to obtain a 
falte triumph: We have ſufficient proof of this in the vwri- 
tings of Ceifus, Symapachus, Cæcilius, and others, for Pa- 
ganiſm againit Chriſtianity, What an amazing difference is 
there between the falſnood and filthineſs of the one, the truth 
and real ſanctity of the other! Yet with what admirable ad- 
drois did they manage that infamous and reproachful ſubject ! 
Although it ſcemed incapable of any defence, yet they gave 
ſuch colours to it, by the beauty of their expreſſions, and their 
apparent reaſons, that it appeared plauſible; and Chriſtianity, 
notwithſtanding its brightne's, purity and ſimplicity, was ren- 
dered odious to the people: But the apoſtles were moſt of 
them illiterate and unlearned: St. Paul himſelf acknow- 
edges, and freely confeſſes, that his bodily preſence was weak, 
and his ſſ eech was nat with the enticing words of man's wiſdom: 
do that truth, unleſs adorned with the dreſs of falſhwod, was 
deſpiſed, and a meſſage from God himſelf, unleſs eloquently 
conveyed, had no force or efficacy to perſuade, 
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ſafety: They would be in no fears, or frightful 
apprehenſions, from the violence of thieves or 
robbers, nor meet with any diſturbance or moleſ- 
tation from thoſe beaſts of prey, who plunder and 
ravage their fellow- creatures, and bite and devour 
one another. When this deſirable work is accom- 
pliſhed, and the order of providence duly ob- 
ſerved, fraud and injuſtice, malevolence and 
cruelty, naturally ſubſide, and we who were the 
children of diſobedience, ſhall become ſervants toGad, 
have our fruit unto holineſs, and in the end everlaſt- 
ing life. For the wages of fin is death; but the gift 
of God is eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
By this happy change in our tempers, and chooſ- 
ing that indulgent Deity for our guide, whoſe 
mercy reacbeth unto the clouds, and brings ſeaſon- 
able relief and comfort to thoſe whoſe hearts 
are overcharged with grief: Their melancholy 
thoughts are not buſied about trifles, or ſuch un- 
moving frivolous vanities as have no ſolidity in 
their ſubſtance, nor ſtability in their duration, 
but on that infinite and incomprehenſible Spirit, 
who, out of dead lumpiſh matter, in the begin- 
ning, “ formed the light, and created darkneſs, and 
planned that reviving ſyſtem, in which mercy and 
truth are met together, righteouſneſs and peace have 
kijjed each other. Thus all the divine excellencie 
concur, and with the ſweeteſt harmony unite, to 
deliver man from the guilt and puniſhment of fn, 
that womb of inexpreſſible darkneſs, and reſtore 

him 

That the world had a beginning is a naked fact, which neither 
contains nor implies any thing equivocal: It neither Jeans on che 
authority of one nation, nor of.one ſyſtem of traditions, which many 


nations may and do adopt ; nations the moſt diſtant in place, and 


molt oppoſite in opinions, cuſtoms and manners, concur in allirmins 
his, 
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him to that pure felicity, which is without any 
allay, or mixture of fear, and which he, with ever 
innocent ſoul, ſhall enjoy in paradiſe, that ſacred 
manſion of light. Wherefore all the divine at- 
tributes deſerve our profoundeſt reverence, and 
call upon us, in language more forcible than 
words, to expreſs our utmoſt thankfulneſs, and 
an humbling ſenſe of thoſe mercies, which we 
could by no means claim, nor can ever ſufficiently 
acknowledge : Becauſe God, without any entrea- 
ties of ours, generouſly opened the reviving door 
of hope, and diſcovered the way of everlaſting ſal- 
vation, and that ſuperabundant grace already con- 
ferred on earth, and which is expected to be com- 
pleated, and finally conſummated in heaven : Be- 
ing thus influenced by theſe expectations, we are 
brought to hold in abhorrence all the ignominious 
ſchemes of wickedneſs, and to perform our duty 
with alacrity, with internal delight, real content 
and durable fatisfaction. In order to ſupport 
our dependence, and to enforce the practice of 
religion, the objects of faith revealed are not only 
to be received as true, or gazed on in ecſtaſies of 
divine wonder, but as indications of divine regard, 
and excitements to make us walk more warily, 
and more obſerving thoſe laws, which were 
written in our hearts, by the finger of God himſelf. 

Navy, it is obvious, that all thoſe dark myſteries 
which were hid from former ages, and are cleared up 
and unfolded by Chriſt Jeſus, were not intended 
to diminiſh natural light, or the voice of God in 
man's conſcience, which is the ſeat of practical 
knowledge, and the treaſury of moral principles, 
but freely to exhibit the goodneſs and wile care of 
providence, in the direction and en of 

ree 


Bis 


free agents: By theſe divine manifeſtations may 
be ſeen the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour to 
miſerable. deluded rebels, in a way that tallies 
with unbiafſed reaſon, and the eſtabliſhed order 
of nature, through the ſeveral periods of their 
being, to their glorious ſtate of exiſtence, and 
happineſs in futurity. The learned and pious 
Dr. Prideaux, in his letter to the Deiſts, ſays ve 

truly, Let what is written in all the books of 
the New Teſtament be tried by that which is the 
touchſtone of all religion, I mean that religion 
of nature and reaſon, which God has written in 
the hearts of every one of us, from the firſt crea- 
tion, and if it varies from it in any one particular, 
if it preſcribes any one thing, which may, in the 
minuteſt circumſtance thereof, be contrary to its 
righteouſneſs, I will then acknowledge this to be 
an argument againſt us, ſtrong enough to over- 
throw the whole cauſe, and make all things elſe 
that can be ſaid for it totally ineffectual for its 
ſupport.” There is nothing in ſcripture repug- 
nant to reaſon, or to our natural notions of God, 
and the rational faculties of man; but the whole 
is contrived, not merely to inform the judgment, 
but to corre& the will; to check the luſtful 
power of appetite, and to controul all its extra- 
vagant and unjuſtifiable demands. The obtaining 
this conqueſt will procure us ſufficient leiſure, 
and convenient ſeaſon, to prepare for the fruition 
and enjoyment of that peaceable kingdom, which 
is without compariſon, and is without end; where 
each blefled inhabitant is warmed and cheered 
with the reviving and animating preſence of God: 
When influenced by this bleſſedneſs, and ſolely 


actuated by its power, we need not be under any 
terrible 
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terrible apprehenſions, nor dread the alarming 
threats of the enemy, if we will commit ourſelves 
to God, and keep clofe to him in well- doing: Who 
zs he that ſhall harm you, while you are followers 
of that which is good, and haters of that which is 
evil? Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
ele? Who fhall dare to accuſe them? I is God 
that juſtifieth >: Who is he that condemneth 2 It is 
Chrift that died, yea, rather that is riſen again, who 
is even at the right hand of God, as our great high 
prieſt, who alſo maketh mterceſſion for us, that, after 
this painful life is ended, we may dwell together 
with him in glory. Hence the apoſtle declares, 
with that full and firm perſuaſion, that nothing 
can totally deſtroy the believer's peace, nor finally 
ſeparate good men from God, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things preſent, nor things to come, nor beight, nor 
depth,nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate 
zs from the love of God, which is in Chriſt Feſus our 
Lord. The free diſcovery of thoſe ineſtimable 
mercies, which God has peremptorily promiſed 

to obedience, and to final perſeverance in the 

faith, is, that men, by theſe bright diſplays of 

wiſdom, power and goodneſs, may know in 

whom their ſtrength lies, and in whom they may 

find relief and fuccour, in the gloomy hours of 

adverſity. Were men truly ſenſible of theſe things, 
and the importance of them, they no longer would 
be contending about forms, or the mere external 
modes of religion; which ſavours too much of pride 
and the ſpirit of oſtentation; but they, in per- 
ceiving their weakneſs, will be brought with humi- 
lity (a grace ſo amiable and lovely in itſelf, that it 
adorns 
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adorns every ſtation, and dignifies every condition) 
inwardly to worſhipGod, who is an inconceivable 
and eternal Spirit, and will be worſhipped in ſpirit 
aud in trusb. The reverence, thus paid to God, is 
infinitely more pleaſing and more acceptable to 
him, who is eternally happy in himſelf, and wants 
none of our periſhable breath to declare his ſove- 
reign authority, than all the falſe glitter of the 
world, or the dazaling luſtre of its magnificence: 
Theſe inducements are abundantly ſufficient, 
were there no other ; they carry ſuch weight 
and energy with them, as will oblige us to re- 
nounce ſelf- confidence, and to ſubmit to God's 
righteouſneſs, and to his all-wiſe dealings and 
equitable determinations, When we are thus 
ſubmiſſive, and our hearts are really ſanctified, 
we ſhall admire he riches of divine grace, and 
extol the ſundry declarations of him, who has 
acquainted us how to exerciſe and improve the 
flying moments of time, that we may recover the 
uſe of our moral and intellectual abilities, and the 
enjoyment of ourſelves, and of an holy intercourſe 
with God. The better to facilitate and haſten this 
important and defirable buſineſs, no methods are 
uſed, nor any arguments urged, but ſuch as con- 
ſcience approves, and reaſon recommends to our 
ſerious conſideration, and to our conſtant practice: 
In this Chriſtianity excels all other religions, as 
carrying with it the characters of truth, and the 
viſible and indelible evidence, and fignatures 
of its divinity: For at our Lord's glorious epi- 
phany, religion in general was ſo diſguiſed with 
fables, ſo blended with the falſe ornaments of 
ſuperſtition, and the groſſeſt impieties (1mpieties 
that ſhould beconcealed in impenetrable — 
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that men, who were governed by reaſon, and in- 
violably attached to its intereſt, could not ſacri- 
fice their underſtandings to ſuch vanities, nor 
credit thoſe palpable and horrid deluſions: In 
order to obviate every objection, and render reli- 
gion rational and delightful, our Lord purged it 
of thoſe corruptions, and recovered this ancient 
inſtitution to its beauty, and to its original per- 
fection, that ſuch as were open to conviction 
might ſee the image of holineſs in ſpotleſs purity, 
and this divine director in its native ſimplicit 
and complexion. Thus ſtripped of its deteſtable 
diſguiſes, and freed from every juſt exception, 
true religion,on the principles of undefiled reaſon, 
and the unprejudiced maxims of mankind, in- 
dependent of any other proof, has an undoubted 
Tight to our obedience, and to demand impartial 
and univerſal ſubmiſſion to its precepts. Did 
men really believe moral duties invariable, and 
that they are in all ages and in all countries the 
ſame, in their own unchangeable nature, and 
that Chriſt came not to reverſe them, but to re- 
vive and enforce theſe eternal truths, they, inſtead 
of depreciating them, would always ſteadily ad- 
here to, and conſcientiouſly obſerve and obe 
them. Contemplative beings could not, conſiſt- 
ent with that belief, or the vehement craving 
defires of immortality, refuſe the eligible injunc- 
tions of Chriſtianity, without undermining the 
unalterable laws of nature, and deſtroying the 
main end and uſefulneſs of both, which is to 
forward the glory of God, and perfect the bleſſed- 
neſs of man; becauſe both are framed with pro- 
per ſupports, and ſuitable encouragements, to ad- 


vance 
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advance the ſame valuable and 1 important ends, of 
making men wile and virtuous, holy and happy, 
and ready to aſſiſt and inſtruct one another; that 
the divine image may be completed, and God in 
all things glorified. The true religion of nature, 
and the pure religion of Jeſus, ſpeak the very ſame 
2 and both are ſo cloſely cemented, and 
ſo inſcparably united, that you cannot poſſibly di- 
vide them, unleſs you break the order of things, 
and ſubvert that ſyſtem of mercy, which brings 
reſt and comfort to the wearied ſoul, and joy and 
gladneſs to the contrite ſpirit. With what warmth 
of heart and affedtion, with what life and vigqur 
does chriſtianity breath, and what awakening and 
clevating calls proceed from the ſacred lips of Jeſus, 
to lighten the oppreſſive load of ſorrow, to allay 
all thoſe bitter painful fears and undecided ſtruggles 
within, which are a grief and burden to good mens 
ſouls. Do not therefore deliberate, out come unto me, 
fays the origin of love, a ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you reſt ; take my yoke 


upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and lnwly ' 


in heart, and ye fhall find ref unto your fouls, for my 
yoke us eaſy and my burden is light. So ſalutary and 
enlivening are chriſtian principles, that you cannot 
poſſibly ſet them alide, without encreaſing your 
doubts, and multiplying your fears, or diminiſh- 


ing your faireſt hopes, and the brighteſt proſpect of 


futurity. It is obvious then, to all unprepudiced 


apprehenſions, that this religion is of an heaven- 


ly extraction, and deſcends from the clear chry- 
ſtal ſtreams of light, which, if duly confidered, 
and effectually applied, will produce fuch per- 
manent reſolutions, as will cauſe us to delight in 


in, and ſo ſteadily to purſue our duty, that no 
temptations 
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temptations are ſufficient to divert our wiſe and 
prudent determinations. For men, fince the pub- 


liſhing of revelation, are, on the generous returns 
of gratitude, under far greater obligations to ob- 
ſerve the laws of right reaſon than poſſibly they 
could be before; becauſe it was revealed by men, 
who were taught and authorized by God, after 
thoſe laws had been defaced, and almoſt totally 
expunged and obliterated, by the dark ſcenes of 
laſt and luxury, and every other vile and deteſt- 
able abomination : And that nothing might be 
wanting in God, and that no negle& might be 
aſcribed to him, he, F in his infinite wiſdom and 

goodneſs, 


+ Although we call God an eternal ſpirit, and mean nothing 
more, by theſe expreſſions, than that he is incomprehenſible 
in his nature, and immaterial in his ſubſtance, yet the word 
ſpirit, as the learned imform us, in the Greek and Hebrew, 
and all other languages, according to its original derivation, 
and natural figntfication, conveys no other Idea, than that of 
a gentle gale or breeze of wind, which is well known to be 
a body rarified to a very high and eminent degree: So that 
whenever we ſpeak of infinite purity, of that one ſelf-exiſtene 
and unoriginaked Being, who is the primary cauſe of all cauſes, 
and receives his exiſtence from none, but gives life and breath 
to all other beings, the beſt adapted expreſſions fail, and cannot 
reach ſo ſublime and lofty a ſubjet——All the repreſentations of 
the moſt ſagacious, and the acuteſt underſtandings, and moſt 
penetrating genius, for want of more enlarged intellects, and 
clemer ideas, are totally ignorant of, and unaquainted with 
divine myſteries: This will evidently appear, by conſidering 
ile myſterious excellencies of the divine nature, the certainty 
of which we believe, but the manner we cannot comprehend 
or conceive. As God's attributes and eſſence are the ſame, 
without the leaſt ſhadow of compoſition, yet his wiſdom and 
power are to our apprehenſions diſtinct, and his mercy and 
zuſtice in ſome meaſure oppoſite: That his immenſity is in all 
places, yet not terminated in any; that he is above the heavens, 
and beneath the earth, yet hath no relation to high or low, 
diſtant or near; that he penetrates all ſubſtances, and is 
mixed with none, that he perfectly underſtands, and is ac-, 
quainted with all the particles of matter; but receives no — 
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goodneſs, has not only revived thoſe immutable 
laws, and/pybliſhed an external tranſcript of them, 
but has beſtowed ſuch helps as are adapted to our 
preſent ſtate, and the condition of fallen creatures. 
The deſign of which was to recover men from 
thoſe tragical depths of horror, and that inexpzeſ- 
ſible and inextricable labyrinth, in which they 
were entangled and bewildered, by wilfully diſ- 
obeying the divine prohibition, and following their 
own haughty and conceited imaginations. . And 
though chriſtianity teaches ſuch things as we by 
natural light could not diſcover, yet they are agree- 


H 2 able 
within himſelf: That God wills, yet hath no motion that carries him 
out of himſelf: That in him duration hath no ſucceſſion ; that which 
is paſt is not gone, and that which is future is not to come: That he 
loves with paſſion, is angry without diſturbance, and repents without 
change; theſe perfections are above the capacity of reaſon, and which 
it can never fathom, nor clearly underſtand; for wiſdom that is limited, 
and faculties that are reſtrained, can have no conceptions of what 18 
adequate to the eſſence, and boundleſs perfections, and immenſe pow- 
ers and properties of God. Nay, we are almoſt as ignorant of ours 
ſelves, and the exquiſite contrivance of our own frame, as we are of 
the nature and eſſence of the Deity. Who can tell how the ſpirit acts 
upon matter, or how matter is united to ſpirit, or how the organ of 


ſpeech performs its office? for my own part, when I conſider how [ live 


that all the animal motions, neceſtary to my lite, are independent of my 
will ; that my heart beats without my conſent, and without my direc- 
tions ; that digeſtion and nutrition are performed by methods to which 
I am not conſcious; that my blood moves in a perpetual round, which 
is contrary to all the known laws of motion; I am overwhelmed in 
thought, and wholly loſt in divine contemplation. The ſoul, which is 
the eye of the mind, is like the eye of the body; it fees other things, 
but it cannot ſee itſelf, its own nature, and natural properties. We 
cannot explain how we ſee, or hear, or think, or imagine, or underſtand, 
or dream, and leaſt of all, how we remember; and yet we have con- 
ſtant experience of all theſe operations, and all theſe different motions, 
without ourſelves, 
Theſe meditations on the eſſence and properties of God, and. the 
nature and powers of man, are not intended to obſtruct free inquiry, 
nor the uſe of our nobieſt faculties, provided we act within our own 
ſphere, and the limits of human underſtanding, but my intentions are 
to lower the towering ideas of pride and preſumption, and make us 
attentive to matters of importance, and things which more nearly con- 
cern us, and will be of infinite uſe to us, either as members of fociety 


or as particular peiſons ; 
. 
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able to it and calculated to confirm our hope in God, 
and bring us actually to deteſt thoſe things which 
are a ſhxme and reproach to nature, and to delight 
in thoſe things which are apparently good in them- 
ſ-Ives, and manifeſtly good for us. When thus 
delivered from the yoke of bondage, and the de- 
baling drudgery of in, and all its perplexing diſ- 
treſſes, we may walk worthy of the vocation where- 
acith we are called; with all loving, and meek= 
neſs, with long: ſilſtering, forbearing one another in 
lobe, endevouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace; that we may, with one mind and 
one mouth, grlorify Ged, even the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſi: Being endued with theſe amiable and 
eſlicacious graces, we, through the divine aſſiſtance, 
ſhall be able to acquire and maintain intimate friend- 
ſhip and communion with him, who is nearer, and 
more neceſſary to us, than our ſouls are to our bodies: 
In him ve live, move, and have our being, and can- 
not continue one moment in exiſtence, without 
the divine ſupport and all- ſufficient power of om- 
nipotence: For if God withdraws that power by 
which we were made, and created, and only can 
receive comfort from, and take abſolute ſecurity 
in, we lofe our exquilite form and beauty, and 
crumble into our original duſt, Wherefore we, on 
the ſtricteſt enquiry, cannot reject the conſtituent 
parts of chriſtianity, which are intended, as fo 
many divine channels, to convey to us new ſupplies 
of ſpiritual ſtrength, without deſerting our own 
ſafety; the doing of which, would ſubject us to 
thoſe many temptations which the libertine and the 
profligate ſtand continually expoſed to, and are in 
perpetual danger of: But if we will embrace theſe 
helps, and improve theſe favourable and valuable 

opportunities, 
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opportunities, we ſhall eſcape many miſchievous 
devices, and be animated with life and ſpirit, 
to ſecure our chief good, and the peace and tran- 
quillity of our fellow- creatures: Religious inſti 
tutions are for this purpoſe, and carry ſuch marks 
of infinite goodneſs, as leave no room to ſuſpect the 
divine ſinecerity, or in the leaſt to doubt of the divine 
co-· operation arid 'Gncurrence ; but that God will 
work with us, if we will work with him, and 
that drvine ordinances are generally blefied with 
divine influences; So that, if religiouſly attended 
to, we ſhall be everlaſtingly rewarded; but if im- 
Piouſly or inadvertently neglected, we ſhall be 
condemned, and, Without inward mortification, 
and godly ſorrow, feel the terrors of ſelf-re- 
proach, and inherit èontinual ſhame and confuſion. 
Had theſe holy ordinances no divine ſanction, or 
command from Cod, they are ſo eſſential to true 
bleſſednefs, to the quiet of private families, to 
the welfare of public communities, and the moral 
government of the world, that they deſerve our 
cloſeft attention, and are worthy our pious and 
moſt ſerious conſideration. And though God's Ma- 
jeſty is ſo great, that angels are the guardians of his 
throne, yet he, in condeſcenſion to our weaknels, 
ſpeaks to us after the manner of men, and fub- 
ſtitutes ſuch plain rules for our conduct, as will, 

if afhduoufly followed, acquaint us thoroughly 
with ourſdlves, and with the way to pleaſe him, 
and anſwer the great end of our creation and our re- 
demption. Indeed, in this mortal life, we cannot be 
perfectly happy, as liable to numerous fatal diſaſters, 
to divers ſad deplorable accidents and calamities of 
every tort, which diſcover the danger of our un- 


certain abode, and the fallacy and vanity of ter- 
rene 
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rene enjoyments, and all ſublunary dependencies. 
Nevertheleſs this ſhould not diſcourage us nor 
flacken our rational purſuits; for if we act ac- 
cording to uncorrupted reaſon, and the pure max- 
ims of true religion, we ſhall receive much com- 
fort and conſolation here, and, when freed from 
theſe imperfeCtions, and natural infirmities, full 
and complete ſatis/aQtion hereafter. On the con- 
trary, ſuch as abandon reaſon and religion will, 
beſide, the miſery of an irrational behaviour, bring 
on themſelves great pain, and feel much bitter 
remorſe and anguiſh in their minds, even in this 
preſent life, and in the life to come, where there 
are no ſenſual objects to divert their thoughts, in- 
ſupportable grief and inconceivable woe: All 
which things are ſo obviouſly revealed, that they 
cannot poſſibly be miſunderſtood or perverted, 
unleſs men wilfully ſhut their eyes, and are de- 
termined not to heed thoſe informations that 
heaven has ſo freely diſcovered and clearly made 
known to them. 

Chriſtianity has this peculiar glory, as every eye 
muſt ſee, and be in love with, that does not 
wink at the heavenly light: For what can be a 
greater, or more forcible incentive to obedience, 
than for a rational creature clearly to diſcern the 
equity, neceſſity, benefit, and beauty of every 
action he is called upon to do, and from thence to 
be ſenſible how good and gracious a maſter he 
ſerves; one, who is ſo far from loading him with 
fruitleſs and tyrannical impoſitions, that each 
command, abſtracted from his authority which 
iſſues it, is able to recommend itſelf: and nothing 
is required, but what every wiſe man would 
chooſe of his own accord, and cannot, without 


being 


—_ il 
- . — . —— \ ==> 
- — r — = 
—__ — — oy = 
- — 7 d _ . 
; 22 — — — — — 1 — 1 = 
. — 5 5 _ 8 — MM — ws = = = 
— 5 — — — — 
— > 4 — * — I'S - 2 — — K — 4 
= * - * — — — — — — - > — . —_—  - — 4 l 
— — a . 7 - 2S- : r " 
— — _— — = — — — — — - — — — 
- - - — — 182 — — — — — — — 2 4 


<- a— 
—— - A - 


- - FAEE= —=EECZ=Z= = = == 


[ 63 ] 

being his own foe, wiſh to be exempted from. 
The precepts of religion, ſays that pious and 
learned divine, and eminent mathematician, Dr. 
Barrow, are no other than ſuch as phyſicians 
preſcribe for the health of our bodies, as politi- 
cians would allow to be needful for the peace of 
the ſtate, as epicurean philoſophers recommend 
for the tranquility of our minds, and the pleaſure 
of our lives, ſuch as right reaſon dictates, and ex- 
perience daily ſhews to be conducive to our wel- 
fare, in all and every reſpect; which conſequently, 
were there no laws enacting them, we ſhould in 
wiſdom chooſe to obſerve, and voluntarily impoſe 
upon ourſelves; confeſſing them to be matters 
of law, as moſt advantageous and requiſite to 
the general and particular good of mankind.” 
That great and truly good man, Arch-biſhop Til- 
lotſon, declares, © that all the precepts of chriſt- 
janity are reaſonable and wiſe, requiring ſuch 
duties as are ſuitable to the light of nature, and 
do approve themſelves to the beſt reaſon of man- 
kind; ſuch as have their foundation in the nature 
of God, and are an imitation of the divine excel- 
lencies; ſuch as tend to the perfection of human 
nature, and raiſe the minds of men to the higheſt 
pitch of goodneſs and virtue.” They command 
nothing that is unneceſſary, they omit nothing that is 
needful, or may tend to the glory of God, or forward 
the well-being and happineſs of men; nor do they 
reſtrain us in any thing, but what is contrary to 
the regular inclinations of nature, or to our rea- 
ſon and true intereſt; they forbid us nothing, 
but what is baſe and unworthy, to ſerve our hu- 
mours and paſſions, and to make ourſelves fools 
or beaſts; in a word, nothing but what tends to 

| our 
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our private harm or prejudice, to public diſorder 
and confuſion. The things that true religion * 
propounds are ſerviceable and beneficial, and thoſe 
which it exhorts to are moſt copious and extenſive, 
and are no leſs beautiful than agreeable, to ſuch 
as are governed by reaſon, and the rules and di- 
rections laid down by Chriſt, our divine Lord, 
and benign lawgiver. Wherefore we in things 
facred ſhould be zealous, and warmly exert our- 
ſelves, and our belt efforts, to acquire an affecti- 
onate per ſwaſion of the being and attributes of God, 
as the ſource from whence ſprings all the branches 
of moral virtue, evangelical faith, and goſpel ho- 
linefs : Becauſe this vital principle of faith, has an 
operative and natural tendency, to quell the mu- 
tinous oppoſitions within, to cruſh the deſpotick 
powers of ſin, to ſettle men in habits of goodneſs 
and in an unfeigned love of the truth and the 
exerciſe of every laudable and commendable ac- 
tion. Whatſoever things are true, truth being the 
grand characteriſtick of our religion, is to be ex- 
preſſed and obſer ved in all our words and actions, as 
in the immediate fight of him, in whoſe boundleſs 
preſence we always ſtand, and from whoſe univerſal 
inſpection none can flee. M Halſoever things are 
honeſt or egreeable to the gravity and dignity of 
our high calling, muſt be punCtually obſerved by 

us, 


* There are ſome who call themſelves free-thinkers, but are 
more properly half-thinkers, who are determined not to beheve 
the goſpel, or the ſacred mylleries of religion, till they can 
fathom the depth of them; and therefore cry out, they cannot 
be; as if there were no myſteries in nature, or none but ſuch 
as they could underfiand, and were able to explain. But 
whenever unbelievers will undertake to explicate all the myt{- 
teries of nature, and the inexplicable ſecrets of . providence, 1 
will undertake to unfold and lay open the .myRezies of reli 
gion, and all the abſtruſe doctrines in divinity, 
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us, in all our covenants and mutual tranſactions 
with one another, as thoſe that muſt appear be- 
fore infinite juſtice, and give up their final accounts 
to God. W//hatjeever things are juſt, or correſpond 
with divine laws, or with human injunctions, great 
reſpe& muſt be paid to them, that we, in all our 
dealings, may act with {mplicity, integrity, and godly 
ſincerity, and not defraud any, either of their pri- 
vate or public property. Whatſoever things are 
pure mult be preſerved from lewdnels, that we 
may not be ſullied with uncleanneſs, nor our 
tongues reproachfully defiled with obſcenity, or 
any diſcourſe unbecoming the mouth, or the pure 
and ſacred name of chriſtian. Matſocver things 
are lovely, or of good report, that is, ſuch as are of 
univerſal eſteem, and of real benefit or ſervice to 
mankind, as ſweetneſs of converſation, without 
call or bitterneſs, and a readineſs, at all convenient 
ſeaſons, to relieve the miſerable and diſtreſſed, and 
render their lives as happy as poſſible; and theſe 
amiable and lovelyvirtues we are not onlycommand- 
ed to think on, but we are alſo obliged to do them, 
by the invariable laws of nature, and the immute- 
ble obligations of reaſon ; or it will be impotlible 
to attain that divine ſerenity, and durable conſo- 
lation, which is inſeparably annexed to them, and 
cannot be enjoyed without due culture, and the 
conſtant exerciſe of them. For theſe moral duties 
are ſo efficacious and excellent in themſelves, that 
whereſoever they are obſerved, or conſcienciouſly 
practiſed, they create that concord and uninimity, 
that uprightneſs and conſtancy among men, which 
ought always to be adhered to, and with the ut- 
moſt firmneſs and ſteadineſs maintained by them: 
I Sa 
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do that whatever we may believe, or whatever 
fine notions we may be poſſeſſed of, or have the 
aſſurance to aſcertain, unleſs we do thoſe things, 
which God himſelf has appointed, and ſo ſtrongly 
recommended to us, it will be of very little fig- 
nification, and of no real advantage to our ſpiritual 
and immortal part. Things rational in them- 
felves, and good in their nature, are, by the cle- 
mency of infinite wiſdom; ſo admirably ſuited to 
our condition, and to our preſent ſituation in life, 
that we can neither enjoy ourſelves, nor the com- 
pany of each other, with any tolerable degree of 
confidence, or reaſonable fatisfation, without an 
impartial and aſſiduous obſervation of them: For 
wherever they are forſaken, or by whomſoever 
deſerted, heart-burnings are raiſed, ſwelling tu- 
mults enccu aged, and perſecutions are abetted, 
and every thing runs into ſuch confuſion and diſ- 
traction, as none knows whom to truſt, or where 
with ſafety to retreat, or find ſecurity from danger. 
Theſe terrible calamities, and frightful deſola- 
tions, introduced into the world, by the breach 
of God's holy laws, and the ſhameful indulgence 
of fierce paſſions and irregular appetites, have 
made ſuch havock in the earth, as renders it more 
like a deſert of brutes, or an habitation of wild 
and deſperate ſavages, than of kind and ſocial 
beings : But notwithſtanding theſe diſorders, ſome 
men "have advanced and conveyed ſuch a ſcheme 
of principles, with reſpect to abſtruſe points of 
coctrine,as naturally ſubverts the laws of morality, 
and deſtroys the eficnce and aims of all true reli- 
gion ; a ſcheme not to be admitted, or allowed of, 
on any conſideration: For if men will follow 
their 
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their own imaginations, and live and act as inde- 
pendent of God, they can have no ſecurity in any 
thing ; they are inſecure in their purpoſes, unſafe 
in their purſuit of them, and unſatisfied. in ob- 
taining them, and will, in the end thereof, find 
grievous remorſe, and the moſt bitter reflexions. 
And ſo long as men continue thus perverſe, and 
bid open defiance to God, the guilt of it can never 
be removed ; the voice of their inbred monitor, 
or the deadly reproaches of conſcience, will fo 
diſturb and diſquiet the peace and tranquility cf 
their minds, as will render them unfit to prepare 
for God, who is a pure and perfect ſpirit, and 
cannot look on froward and haughty creatures, 
with any ſort of complacency, or any degree of 
delight. The goſpel will not ſcreen ſtubborn 
offenders, or ſuch as refuſe ſubmiſſion to the Al- 
mighty, from the reſentment of infinite wrath, or 
the vengeance of an affronted and provoked Deity: 
So that, if virtue be wanting, or the ordering our 
lite and converſation be diſregarded, or inadvert- 
ently negle&ed, the molt coſtly ſacrifice will not 
avail, nor be received by the bounteous and be- 
neficent author of nature, who obſerves regularity 
and uniformity in all his works. Do not then 
impoſe upon yourſelves, nor upon your own judg- 
ment,by relying upon refined or abſtracted notions, 
as if nothing more was required than barely to 
fill our heads with ſubtle diſtinctions, fruitleſs 
queſtions, or imaginary explications of inexpli- 
cable or unintelligible myſteries : Becauſe the 
evangelical law requires duties to be peformed, 
as well as truths to be known, or articles of faith 
to be believed. Therefore no knowledge, or wil- 
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dom, or belief, ſeparate from the practice of holi- 
neſs, which God loves in all his creatures, will 
procure that immenſe and immortal recompence, 

which 1s reſerved only for the righteous, and for 
the obedient. The unalterable laws of righteouſ- 
neſs cannot be revoked, ſo long as God is what 
he is, and men are whe they are, and that near 
relation ſubſiſts between the creature and the Cre- 
ator : For they are not founded on mutable cir- 
cumſtances, but upon firm and everlaſting reaſons; 
reaſons ſufficient to guide and inſtruct reaſonable 
beings, through the ſeveral periods of the world, 
and the various revolutions of time, till they have 
gained the heavenly port, and the unmoleſted and 
ſafe retreat, in the ſerene and peaceable boſom of 
eternity. So that what the Pſalmiſt ſays of God 
may be juſtly applied to invariable truth, The Hea- 
vens ſhall periſh, but thou ſhalt endure, they all ſhall 
Wax old as doth a garment, and ſhall be changed, but 
thou art the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever,and 
thy years ſhall have no end. The righteous Lord loveth 
righteouſneſs, and delights to ſee it in others. 
Whatever we buoy ourſelves up with, if not in— 
fluenced by grace, nor animated by holineſs, the 
powers of oppoſition will prevail, and take the 
lead of our ſouls, ſet the wiſdom of the fleſh 
above the wiſdom of the ſpirit, and the know- 
ledge of man above the knowledge of God. Were 
ſelf- ſufficient creatures leſs tenacious, and not ſo 
full of themſelves, they would not reſiſt that 
univerſal ſpirit, whoſe preſence fills every place,and 
is not to be circumſcribed, nor reſtrained by any, 
but ſtrive to 1mitate that glorious attribute, which 


is the beauty of the ſoul, and the image of God 
himſelf : 
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himfelf : For of all the perfections of the Deity 
none are more venerable, or ſo peculiarly admi- +» 
Table, as his infinite purity, which adds dignity and 
luſtre to all the reſt : For wiſdom ſometimes de- 
generates into cunning, power into tyranny, and 
mercy, without purity, loſes much of its force and 
energy: But holineſs in the creature is the im- 
reſſion of God's divine and amiable perfection; 
it is the brighteſt ornament of man, his higheſt 
advantage above inferior creatures. Are we de- 
ſirous of poſſeſſing that kingdom, where ſaints 
and angels are repreſented expreſſing their aſto- 
niſhment at the beauty of holineſs, and cry holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord of hoſts, the whole earth ts 
full of his glory, we mult piouſly cheriſh theſe divine 
aſpirations, and the ſame god-like diſpoſitions, 
or we ſhall never be agreeable to thoſe holy and 
immortal ſpirits above, where they reign in ſecu- 
rity, and dwell in priſtine glory and fimplicity. 
To encourage due preparation, and fitneſs for the - 
heavenly ſanctuary, infinite goodneſs to endear his 
children and ſervants to him. graciouſlyaſſuresthem 
of his ſpiritual aſſiſtance, to arm them againſt the 
ſtrongeſt temptations, that the ſerpent may not 
foil them, and they periſh, as ſpiders do in the 
curious webs which they ſpin out of their own 
bowels. The largeſt ſtock of human wiſdom, and 
the moſt extenſive knowledge, unleſs it be culti- 
vated, ſo as to remove lightneſs and levity, and 
every tendency to vice, will not buy that purl 
of great price, which is of infinite more worth 
than any thing the earth can either give or pro- 
duce : No; the profoundeſt ſkill in literature, or 
in the liberal arts and ſciences, or proficiency in 
any 
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any fort of learning, if offered inſtead of moral 
oodneſs, or by way of compoſition with God, 
will be rejected by him with indignation, as bear- 
ing no compariſon to love and univerſal bene- 
ficence, to honeſt induſtry, to vigilant activity 
and chearful reſignation. For as that great and 
good man, Archbiſhop Tillotſon, obſerves, if a 
man, by a vaſt capacious mind, and a heart as 
large as the ſand on the ſea ſhore, as it is ſaid of 
Solomon, could command all knowledge of na- 
ture and art, of words and things; could attain to 
a maſtery in all languages, and found the depths 
of all arts and ſciences; meaſure the earth and the 
heaven, and tell the ſtars, and declare their order 
and motions; could diſcourſe of all civil laws and 
conſtitutions, and give an account of the hiſtory 
of all ages; could ſpeak of trees, from the cedar 
tree that is in Lebanon, even unto the hyſſop that 
ſpringeth out of the wall, and alſo of beaſts, and of 
fowls, and of creeping things, and of fiſhes; and yet 
ſhould in the mean time be deſtitute of the know- 
ledge of God andChriſt,and his duty; all this would 
be but an impertinent vanity, and a more glitter- 
ing kind of ignorance ; and ſuch a man, like the 
philoſopher, who, whilſt he was gazing upon the 
ſtars, fell into the ditch, would but, /aprenter 
deſcendere in infernum, be undone with all his 
knowledge, and with a great deal of wiſdom go 
down to hell. The uſe we ſhould make of theſe 
meditations, and the ſeveral parts of this diſcourſe, 
1s to thun the ways of temptation, that we may 
be brought to contrition; to that heart-felt „he- 
row, that worketh repentance to ſalvation, which 
changes the will and affections, and diſcovers the 
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deformed and odious nature of fin. Repent ye 
therefore, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

ThoughGod never approvedof fin, yetin former 
ages he winked at it; dat ſince the manifeſtation 
of the heavenly light, he now commandeth all men 
every where to repent, that they may not be the 
objects of wrath, nor obnoxious to that irrevocable 
ſentence, which will be paſſed and executed up- 
on the contumacious and rebellious. God now 
lets the world know, that the patience, and for- 


bearance, he exerciſed toward thoſe who lived in 


heathen darkneſs, and the deplorable night of 
ignorance, is at an end, and that the barren tree muſt 
be cut down; for now the ax is laid unto the root 
of the tree, and therefore, every tree which bring- 
eth not forth good fruit, or is barren of good works, 
ſhall be hewn down and caft into the fire. Would 
we not endure this torment, we muſt wholly re- 
je& the cauſes of it, and deteſt the evils that lead 
to it, which, if fooliſhly derided, and ſcornfully 
vilified, will make fin to triumph over us, and be 
as terrible as an army diſplaying the trophies of 
victory, where nothing elle is diſcovered, but the 
extremity of fear and the height of confuſion. Let 
us not then put off the evil day, but inſtantly be- 
gin this momentous buſineſs, and diligently em- 
ploy our time; for the longer we continue in fin, 
and hide our eyes from our vices, the more for- 
midable they will appear, when God ſhall mani- 
feſt our ſhame, and ſet our fins in array before us: 
For they who abide in darkneſs, and will not 
come to the light here, muſt never expect to dwell 
in glory, or with ſaints in /ight hereafter. The de- 
praved ſtate of man is ſuch, that he cannot endure 
to 
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to hear this, the vehemency of fleſhly luſts 
Incapacitate irreligious creatures for ſpiritual com- 
munication, or any facred intercourſe with hea- 
ven. As crude and indigeſted food in the ſto- 
mach ſends up noiſome vapours into the head, 
diſcompoſing the brain, and diſturbing the fancy, 
lo the ſinful diſtempers and diſorders of the 
inferior appetites ſend up. ſuch fumes into the 
higher region of the ſoul, as incline the will to. 
embrace what is moſt ſuitable to the inclinations 
and affections. But notwithſtanding the ſuperio- 
rity of that noble faculty, which diſtinguiſhes man 
from all other animals, and gives him the pre- 
eminence over them, is vanquiſhed by the pre- 
valence of appetite, the medicine preſcribed in 
the goſpel will, if thought be not wanting, defeat 
the ſtrongeſt efforts of paſſion, and recover the. 
bafſled powers of reaſon. By the efficacy of this 


great conqueſt, and fruſtrating the machinations 


of our ſpiritual and invidious foes, we, through 
the meritorious ſufferings of Jeſus. and the pro- 
pitious ſuccours of heaven, ſhall have ſuch life 
conveyed to cur ſouls, as will keep the inferior 
faculties in due ſubordination,and within their own 
proper ſphere of action. Beſides, Chriſt, who is 
Lord and Governor of all created beings, is not 
like them, of a finite and temporary exiſtence, 
but of a nature and dominion truly divine, eter- 
nal and immutable. This unchangeable and mu- 
nificent being watches over us for good, and 
never deſerts the care of his flock, but defends 
them againſt voracious greedy wolves, that they 
may not be devoured by theſe, or any other ra- 
venous beaſts of prev, Henceforward we ſhould 


keep 
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keep upon our guard, and be inflamed with ar- 
dent love to God, and rational zeal for Chrift 
Jeſus, and live in an entire dependence upon him, 
who is our leader and our guide, and vill never 
leave us nor forſake us. The doing of this will, 
in the mourntul ſeaſon of perplexity, and the diſ- 
truſtful hours of darkneſs, afford us ſuch gleams 
of heavenly light, as will elevate our drooping 
ſpirits, and render us capable of internal pleaſure, 
of performing with freedom whatever Chriſt re- 
quires, and rejecting with ſcorn whatever he for- 
bids. If then we can, after ſuch inſtances of 
favour, forſake the God of all our me:cies, and 
lightly eſteem the rock of our ſalvation, and not 
liſten to his entreaties and moſt moving expoſtu- 
lations, but be pleaſed with the execrable ſcenes 
of vanity, we, at that awful divorce of ſoul and 
body, ſhall feel the bittereſt remorſe, and be con- 
fined in the unfathomable gulph. Be not decerved, 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor effeminate, 
nor abuſers of them/elves with mankind, nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor e 
tortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom of God. But 
the fearjul and the unbelieving, who renounce the 
faith for baſe motives, or lucrative advantages, he 
abominable and murderers, and whoremongers, and 
all lars, ſhall have their part in unquenchable fire, 
in that aſtoniſhing maſs of dreadful fire, which can 
never be extinguiſhed by man, nor have its flames 
abated by any but God. Theſe miſerable perverſe 
and infatuated creatures, be their ſtate, rank, or 
quality, what it will, ſhall then ſay to the moun- 
tains and rocks, fall on us, and hide us from the 
face of him that fitteth on the throne, and from the 
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wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of his wrath 


is come, and who ſhall be able to land ? Vices not 
only of this enormous fize, and of this horrible 
aſpect, but others alſo of a more harmleſs com- 
plexion, though they ſtrike not the eyes of men, 
nor the conſciences of tranſgreſſors like the for- 
mer, are odious and heinous 1n the eyes of God, 
and will be found ſo at that day, when the graves 
ſhall be opened, and the laſt trumpet ſhall found, 
and both ſmall and great ſhall hear that awful 
alarm, in the inmoſt caverns of ſlumber, * Ariſe 
ye dead, and come to judgment.” 

In like manner we may fay of the uncharitable 
and unforgiving ſpirits, ſuch as are hard to be re- 
conciled, and very difficult to be pleaſed ; but de- 
light in the misfurtunes of thoſe, who probably 
never wilfully deſigned to offend them, and rejoice 
when their enemy falleth. Theſe may read their 
fate, without the explication of any commentator. 
in the ſixth of Matthew, If ye forgive not men their 
treſ paſſes, neither will your father forgive your treſ- 
paſſes. There are others likewiſe, who injudici- 
ouſly employ their precious moments, in what they 
call killing of time, not conſidering that time will 
kill them, and conſume all that they now behold, 
in thoſe inconceivableflames, where the moſt ſump- 
tuous edifices, and mait magnificently grand pala- 
ces, which ſo dazze the eyes of their admirers, 
will be for ever deſtroyed, and this ſtupendous 
fabrick reduced to aſhes. If divine invitations are 
Iudiccouſly treated, or men refufe to acknowledge 
God's ſovereign dominion, and laugh at that glo- 
rious immortality, which Chriſt was commiſſioned 
in heayen, and authorized to proclaim upon _—_ 

their 
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their drollery, which was once their ſole delight, 
will be turned into ſadneſs and intobitter mourning. 
They, by ridiculing the divine intelligence, or the 
dignity of ſacred myſteries,will be made to confeſs 
their profaneneſs, and to regret all their impious 
ſpeeches, with the deplorable accents of inward ſor- 
row, and the moſt exceſſive and agonizing expteſ- 
fions of real mortification: For the mirth of infidels 
cannot laſt long, and the triumphs of ſcorners will 
ſoon be over: There is a lamp in the mind of man, 
which the flames of futurity will light, if the com- 
fortable word of reconciliation doth not, and the 
bright beams of God's glorious goſpel cannot. 
Be adviſed by theſe compaſſionate notices, and 
intimations of approaching mercy; and be not like 
thoſe profane delinquents, who.live under the fatal 
deluſion of fin ; but do whatever poſſibly you can 
to avert the weight of that deluſion, and its dire- 
ful preſages, which, even here, are like piercing 
the bowels with a ſword, or thruſting @ dart 
through the liver, which diſſipate all the powers 
of nature, and leave the animal ſpirits in great 
diſorder and in diſtraction. Suffer then nothing ta 
divert your attention, or hinder you from receiv- 
ing this inſtruction ; but pay religious ſeriouſneſs 
to things ſacred, and treat our redeemer's blood 
with becoming reverence ; the Fountain ſet open 
for fin and uncleanneſs, to which polluted creatures 
may have recourſe, and be waſhed from their de- 
filements, and be made perfectly whole; for the 
blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin ; and he is the 
propitiation for our fins, that is, for ſuch as duly and 
rightly apply this ſalutary remedy, and anſwer the 
main nd and ſcope of this propitious offering. 
Wherefore 
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Wherefore do not deſpiſe this ſovereign preſcrip- 
ton, or refuſe to bathe in the waters of lite ; but 
waſh ye, make you clean; put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes; ceaſe to do evil, learn 
to do well ; feck judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, 
fudge the fatherleſs,and plead the cauſe of the widow. 
Come now, jaith the Lord, by the mouth of his ſcer, 
let us reaſon tegether ; though your fins be as ſcarlet, 
if you forſake thoſe flaming vices, they ſhall be 
qehite as ſnow ; though they be red like crimſon, they 
ſhall be as wool. The Lord is full of compaſſion, and 
God that is boy will be Janttified in righteouſneſs. 
Be then perſwaded by theſe moving warnings, and 
not like thoſe infatuated creatures, who ſottiſhly 
pervert their preſent valuable moments, and ven- 
ture on the future iſſue of things, and what we 
can have no aſſurance of. But would we act like 
free agents, and do this work with leſs difficulty, 
and more eaſe and ſatisſaction to ourſelves, we 
mult loſe no time, but begin this buſineſs in early 
life, and be vigilant in every part of it, ww/le the 
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when we 
ſhall /ay, we have no pleaſure in them ; that is, be- 
fore the bitter pains and maladies of age ſeize us, 
or a complication of grievous diſtempers oppreſs 
us, or our faculties are grown ſo liſtleſs, and our 
minds ſo diſpirited, that we are borne down with 
ſorrow, and have our heads buried in the duſt. 
We, in theſe tragical ſeaſons, and awful hours of 
diſtreſs, have enough to do to ſupport ourſelves, 
and to chace away thoſe-ciouds of horror, which 
are too apt to overwhelm us, and drive us into 
that ſtate of deſpondency, which none have power 
luticient to remove, or to abate its malignancy, 
but 
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but God. It will be in vain to urge, when our 
conduct comes to be examined, and our paſt life 
enquired into, that we were diſabled by deep me- 
lancholy,or a long and heavy train of diſeaſes, from 
not engaging ſooner in this important affair, be- 
for: our health and ſtrength was impaired, and we 
had time and opportunity enough to perform it. 
No pretence, we can avail ourſelves of, will be any 
excuſe for our dilatorinefs, or plea for our incon- 
ſid-rateneſs, in neglecting to ſecure dur main 
chance, when the fault is wholly in ourſelves, and 
owing to our own careleſſneſs, and the want of 


religious application and conſideration. Theſe 
meditations ſhould prevail with us not to dally 


with the ſhort * and uncertain remains of life, but 
aſſiduouſly 


*The man, who abſtains from pleaſure, and declines the 
buſineſs of the world, that he may dedicate his whole time to 
the ſearch of truth, and the improvement of knowledge, 
when ſuch an one complains of the ſhortneſs of human life in 
general, or of his remaining ſhare in particular, might not a 
man reaſon, or expoſtulate thus with him? © Your com- 
plaint is indeed conſiſtent with your practice; but you would 
not 8 renew your complaint, if you reviewed your 
8 hough reading makes a ſcholar, yet every ſcho- 
ar is not a philoſopher, nor every philoſopher a wiſe man.“ 
© It coſt you twenty years to devour all the volumes on one 
ſide of your library; you came out a great critic in Latin and 
Greek, in the oriental tongues, in hiſtory and chronology ; 
but you was not ſatisfied z you confefſed that theſe were the 
literæ nihil ſanantes ; you wanted more time to acquire other 
knowledge: You have had that time; you have paſſed 
twenty years more on the other fide of your library, among 
Philoſophers, Rabbies, Commentators, Schoolmen, and whole 
legions of modern doctors. You are well verſed in all that 
hath been written concerning the nature of God, and of the 
ſoul of man; about matter and form, body and ſpirit, and 
ſpace, and eternal eſſences, and incorporeal ſubſtances, and 


the reſt of thoſe profound ſpeculations. You are maſter - 
the 
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afiduouſly employ it to God's honour, and in the 
ſervice of religion, and the principal concern of 

man. 


the controverſies that have ariſen about nature and grace, 
about predeſtination and free-will, and all other abſtruſe 
2 that have made ſuch a noiſe in the ſchools, and 

one fo much hurt in the world. You are going on, as faſt 
as the infirmities you have contracted will permit, in the 
fame courſe of ſtudy ; but you begin to foreſee that you ſhall 
want time, and you make grievous complaints of the ſhort- 
neſs of human life. Give me leave now to alk you, how many 
thouſand years God muſt prolong your life, in order to re- 
concile you to his wiſdom and goodneſs : It is plain, at leaſt 
highly probable, that a life as long as that of the moſt aged 
of the patriarchs would be too ſhort to anſwer your purpoles 
ſince the reſearches and diſputes in which you are engaged 
have been already, for a much longer time, the objedis of 
learned enquiries, and remain {till as imperfect and undeter- 
mined as they were at firſt: But let me aſk you again, and 
deceive neither yourſelf nor me, have you, in the courſe of 
thele forty years, once examined the firit principles, and the 
fundamental facts, on which all thoſe queſtions depend, 
with abſolute indifference of judgment, and with a ſcrupulous 
exactneſs; with the ſame that you have employed in exa- 
mining the various conſequences drawn from them, and the 
hetorodox opinions about them ? Have you not taken them 
for granted, in the whole courſe of your ſtudies ? Or, if 
you have looked now and then on the ſtate of the proofs 

rought to maintain them, have you not done as a mathema- 
tician looks over a demonſtration formerly made, to refreſh 
his memory, not to ſatisfy his doubts? If you have thus ex- 
2mined, it may appear marvellous to ſome, that you have 
fpeat ſo much time in many parts of thoſe ſtudies, which 
have reduced you to this hectic condition, of ſo much heat 
and weakneſs ; but if you have not thus examined, it muſt 
be evident to all, nay to yourſelf, on the leaſt cool reflection, 
that you are ſtill, with all your learning, in a ftate of igno- 
xance.” For knowledge alone can produce knowledge, and 
without ſuch an examination of axioms and facts, we can 
bave none about inferences. This ſerves to ſet the complaint 
about time, and the ſhortneſs of human life, in a very ridi- 
culous, but true light. We then, inſtead of thus lofing our 
zme, and diſtracting ourſelves with theſe diſputes, _ 
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man. This is the ſafe road to eternity, to the 
world of glorified ſpirits; the way to be ſecure 
in all events, and be ready againſt that concluſive 
period, which will unchangeably determine all 
our affairs, and finally ſettle our accounts with 
God, the ſole author of univerſal nature, and the 
impartial judge of the world. Should we, after 
theſe ſolemn exhortations, and theſe moſt paſſion- 
ate addreſſes, not comply with theſe powerful 
perſwaſions, but follow what our own prudence 
ſuggeſts, we ſhall be deprived of the divine ſe- 
curity, be ſubject to many temporal evils, and 
obnoxious to the reſentment of infinite wrath : 
For curſed is the man that truſteth in man, that 
maketh fleſh his arm, and whoſe heart departeth from 
the Lord; he ſhall be lite heath in the deſart, and 
ſhall not ſee when good cometh. All the combina- 
tions of human ſtrength will fail, and, without the 
Lord's aſſiſtance, are but as the flaff of Egypt, on 
which if a Man lean, it will go into his hand and 
pierce it: But if we will deteſt our vain imagina- 
tions, and give up ourſelves to God, and dili- 
gently follow the direction of infinite wiſdom, we 
have but little to fear from man, while we abide 
under the proteCtion of God ; for grace and mercy 


act more prudently, and conſiſtently with ſound reaſon, te 
employ our precious moments, in reſtraining the violence of 
appetite, in vanquiſhing the overbearing force of prejudice, 
and in following things that make for peace, and things 
wherewith we may edify one another. The religious per- 
formance of which, and ſpreading univerſal love and bene» 
volence amongſt men, will be of infinite more — 
them, than ſtudying thoſe undeterminate points, of being 
acquainted with thoſe ſpeculations, which leave no time or 
opportunity to prepare for that awful change, which, for 
ought we know, may not be far from every one of us, 


are 
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are to his ſaints, and he hath care of and concern 
for his elect: The thoughts of which ſtupendous 
mercies, and our continual obligations to him, 
ſhould endear our Creator to us, and induce us, 
feeble creatures, to ſupplicate him for ſpiritual 
ſtrength, and for divine illumination ; ; which can- 
not be more effectually done, or we more likely 
to ſucceed in it, than in the words of an inſpired 
apoſtle; That the God and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, the Father of glory, would give unto 
us the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation, in the no- 
dedge of him; that, the eyes of our underſtanding 
being "enlightened, we may know what is the hope 
of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his 
inheritance in the ſaints, and what is the exceeding 
greatneſs of his power to us-ward who believe, ac- 
cording to the working of his mighty power, which 
fie wroug ht in Chrift, when he rai zſed ham from the 
dead, and jet him at his own right-hand in heaven» 
dy places ; that we might be /trengthened by his 
ſpirit in the inner man; that Chriſt may dwell in 
our hearts by faith; that we, being roated and 
gr-unded in live, may be able to comprehend with all 
Jamts, what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height ; and to know the love of Chrift, which 
paſſeth kuowſeage. 

I have now ſhewn the purport of this diſcourſe; 
which is, that the duties peculiar to chriſtianity 
muſt be extended to their utmoſt deſign, if we 
would reap the fruits of them, and the benefits 
annexed to them: The performance of which 
will improve our ſacrifice of prayer, and praiſes, to 
obedience, our ſet times of faſting to humiliation 
and contrition, to an utter hatred of fin, and an 


hearty 
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hearty love of every moral and chriſtian vittue, 
that viciated practices may ſubſide, and religion 
maintain its ground, and ancient authority. 

The myſtery of redemption is made up of va- 
rid us parts; in union of which, ſuch evident 
marks of wiſdom appear, that the rational mind; 
unleſs enſlaved by luſt, or warped by prejudice, 
muſt be raviſhed into ſubmiſſion : he intention 
of which was, to render men like angels in holi- 
neſs, that they may be really ſo in bleſſedneſs. It _ 
approaches near to madneſs, not to believe the 
truth of the goſpel, but it is madneſs of an high- 
er kind, and much more prodigious. to pretend 
to believe it, and yet live in contradiction to its 
precepts, and in contempt of its authority, as if 
it were a mere fable. In the revelation of Jeſus, 
every thing is formed with ſuitable tendencies, 
to deliver man from ſpiritual thrawldom, and re- 
ſtore him to his natural freedom, and to his pri“ ine 
luſtre; even that which gives the greateſt umbrage, 
and is moſt offenſive to ſenſe, the meanneſs of our 
ſaviour's perſon, and the ignominious inſults and 
miſeries to which he was expoſed, correſponds with 
bis main deſign, to check the exorbitant claims of 
appetite, to render the minds of men holy, and 
their affections heavenly. And though God has 
no need of us, yet we helpleſs beings ſtand in con- 
tinual need of him, and can do nothing without 
him, and the prevailing influences of his. ſpirit, 
which diffuſes ſaving health and ſtrength through 
our ſouls, and makes all our faculties vigilant, and 
our intellectual ſpirits chearful : So that while 
we are ſerving God, in aſcribing the honour due 
unto him, and reverencing his ſacred name, we 
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are in reality ſerving ourſelves. God, who is in- 
finitely happy in himſelf, and was fo before we 
ever exiſted,” needs not the ſervices of his crea- 
tures, to augment his inconceivable greatneſs, or 
to preſerve or heighten his felicity : Our goodneſs 
will be no acceſſion to his happineſs, nor our wick- 
edneſs any diminution of his glory. The joint obe- 
dience cf angels and men is of no advantage to 
God, nor can the oppoſition of ungrateful rebels 
depriciate or leſſen his internal and eternal bleſ- 
ſedneſs. 1 thou be righteous, what giveſt thou him? 
or what receiveſt he at thine hand? If thou ſinneſt, 
what doelt thou againſt him? or if thy tranſgreſſions 
be multipl ed, what doſt thou unto him? Were we 
ſenſible of God's overflowing goodneſs, and that 
all. thoſe reſplendent excellencies, which lie ſcat- 
tered among the creatures, from the higheſt ſe- 
raphim in heaven to the loweſt worm upon earth, 
are but emanations from that gracious being, who 
an inexhauſtible ocean of everlaſting fulneſs, we 
mould be ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, and with the 
molt intenſe admiratiun. Theſe weighty argu- 
ments ſhould induce us, who are turned from 2dols, 
to ſerve the living and true God, to comply with 
the ends and aims of the divine appointments, and 
to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raiſed from 
the dead, even Feſus, who delivered us from the wrath 
4% come. If we are thus aſſiduouſly engaged, in 
tranſcribing the divine excellencies and perfec- 
tions into our tempers, which are ſo many ſhining 
characters of the divinity, our religious contem- 
plations will be vaſtly improved, and our devout 
thoughts of God ſo enlarged, that we ſhall act in 
conformity to him, and live in intimate ä 
| an 
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and complacency with him : So that whatever 
we do beſides, if theſe momentous and eſſential 
things be neglected, our beſt concerted ſchemes 
will be inſignificant, and rejected with indigna- 
tion, and the utmoſt abhorrence. 

The uſe which we ſhould make of this diſ- 
courſe is, to encourage perſeverance in holineſs, 
and perfect ſubmiſſion to the divine diſpoſal, 
whatever our lot or our portion may be, or elſe we 
never ſhall be fit for that kingdom, where there 
are no fierce or furious ſpirits, but all is ſweetly 
mild, and perfectly harmonious: Not that I ſup- 
poſe grace made void, or the promiſe made of none 
effect, by the ſudden ſurprize of paſſion, or the let- 
ting fall ſome haſty expreſſion, or by thoſe unavoid- 
able frailties, which will keep cloſe to us, and can- 
not be ſeparated from us, while we dwell in taber- 
nacles of earth, and are ſo cloſely united with fleſh 
and blood: God acts the part of a tender father, and 
not as an arbitrary or inexorable judge, but ſpareth 
us, as a man ſpareth his own ſon, who cordially 
ſubmits to his authority, and meekly copfeiles his 
faults. 

The goſpel does not require unſinning obedience, 
nor an over ſcrupulous exactneſs, which too often 
drives men into melancholy, and hurries tender 
minds into deſperation, but provides indulgence 
for relenting and returning penitents. As God 
pardons us upon our repentance, and a real reform- 
ation, ſo he accepts of our ſincere and unfeigned 
endeavours to pleaſe and honour him, becauſe he 
delighteth in mercy, and in ſhewing compaſſion. 
This is the voice of God, in the evangelical cove- 
nant, I will be merciful to their unrightecuſneſs, and 
therr fins and iniquities will J remember no more; no 
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his loving - kindneſs is from everlaſting to everlaſt- 
ing, and the covenant built on it is more firm than 
thepillars of heaven, or the foundations of the earth. 
This ſupported the Pfalmiſt in his dying hours, 
in his laſt bitter conflict with death, that univerſal 
tyrant, that God had made an everlaſiiug cove- 
nant with him, ordered in all things, well, and ſure, 
for his ſalvation. For this is the covenant, thatT will 
make with the houſe of Iſrael, ' faith the Lord, I will © 
ut my laws into their mind, and write them in their 
hearts ; 1 will be to them a God, and they ſhall be to 
me a people. For good men are enabled to perform 
thoſe conditions, which are ſpecified and required © 
in the goſpel, and to which immortal life and 
everlaſting happineſs is promiſed, and unchange- 
ably fixed : They have no reaſon to be frighted, 
or perplexed with over anxious fears, or of being 
overcome, or vanquiſhed by the ſtrongeſt tempta- 
tions, ſo long as they keep near to God, and 
follow the direction ot their celeſtial guide, and 
are defended by their heavenly guardian: For 
though they may be traduced and perſecuted for 
awhile, yet they will 2, be finally caſt down, nor 
deſtroyed ; no, their righteouſneſs ſhall go forth as 
brightneſs, and their ſaluation as a lamp that burn- 
eth. God's ways are ſometimes very myſterious, 
and frequently of an unfathomable depth ; but 
notwithſtanding they are unſcarchable, and his 
ſecrets imperceptible, and paſt finding out, we have 
no reaſon to repine, or diſtruſt infinite ſecurity, or 
that God will not fulfil his promiſes, if we fulfil 
ours, and our moſt ſolemn engagements, The 
Lord will love ſuch as love him, and flrengthen 
them on beds of fangui/hing, and make all their beds 
in 
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in their fickneſs. Fear not, ſays God to his church, 
for I am with thee ; be not diſmayed, for J am thy 
God ; I will ftrengthen thee ; yea, I will upbold thee 
withthe right-hand of my righteouſneſs. The Pſalmiſt 
draws wonderful contolation, and is amazingly 
animated; from a rational afſurance of God's care, 
and the protection of his providence, declaring, in 
language the moſt emphatical, and words malt ex- 
preſſive, though I walk through the valley of the ſha- 
dow of death, I will fear na evil; for thiu art with 
me, and thy ſtaff will ſupport me. The infinite good- 
neſs of providence is here celebrated, under the 
beautiful allegory of a ſhepherd's crook, and the 
diligent care of his flock, which is the believers 
only comfort in trouble, and in the ſorrowful ſeaſon 
of affliction, or when the heart is overcharged with 
grief, The thoughts of God's being ever with 
them, and that he continually watches over them, 
will abundantly relieve their diſtreſſed minds, 
and, even in the depth of miſery, will revive their 
ſinking hopes, and lighten their heavieſt burthens. 
Such as are thus divinely upheld, and live as un- 
der the divine ſuperintendency, walk agreeably to 
their holy vocation and heavenly calling, and may 
truly affirm, in the ſacred exclamation of Aſaph, 
Whom have I in Heaven but thee? and there 1s 
none upon Earth that I defire beſides thee. For as 
the thirſty hart panteth after the water-brooks, jo 
panteth my ſoul after thee, O God. This well- 
grounded perſwaſion, which uſually accompanies 
the pious exerciſe of virtue, and an immovable 
faith in God's promiſes, will prepare us for every 
trying diſpenſation, and make us rejoice 1n all its 


diſtreſſing ſcenes, as thoſe who have a hope _—_ 
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the grave; a hope that looks through this dark 
and dreary vale of mortality, to the clear realms of 
bliſs, and to the bright and unextinguiſhable 
lights of eternity: Dreams of happineſs will no 
Jonger delude us, nor falſe appearances make any 
impreſſion on us; but our minds will be ſoaring 
aloft to thoſe celeſtial! heights, where faith is 
turned into viſion, and into the perfect fruition of 
God himſelf; where we ſhall diſcover the abſo- 
Jute power and univerſal excellency of the Deity, 
the beauty of holineſs, the perfection of wiſdom, 
and the boundleſs riches of mercy. The warm 
rays of divine grace, and the enlivening preſence of 
God, will exalt our oppreſſed minds, will give new 
life to our dejected ſpirits, and produce ſuch refreſn- 
ing ſprings of joy, as none can either give, or de- 
prive us of, but the author and giver of every good 
and perfect gift. And though theſe bleſſings be not 
diſcernable without, yet we ſhall feel that ſweet 
ſerenity and tranquillity within, which will be of 
infinite more worth, in the extremity of pain, and 
ſorrow, than all this pompous earth can afford, or 
its produce ſupply us with. Seneca, a philoſopher, 
and a courtier,valued his being in the world, only 
on this account, that he might contemplate on the 
ſtarry heaven: Heonly ſaw the viſible beauty of the 
firmament, but was ignorant of the glory with- 
in, and the way that leads to it; yet he, to our 
thame, ſays, that the fight of it made him deſpiſe 
earth, and, without the contemplation of the 
heavenly bodies, he eſteemed his continuance in 
the world, but the labour and toil of a beaſt : 
But what tranſports would he have been in, had 
he known the contrivance of redemption, the ad- 

mirable 
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mirable order of its parts,the ſymmetry and beauty 
that reſults from the compoſition of the whole ? 
Wherefore we who are acquainted with it, and 
the nature of Chriſt's ſpiritual kingdom, and the 
path that leads directly to it, ſhould not reſt ſatis- 
hed with ſuperficial views, or tranſient glances; 
but look to fat within the vale, where Jeſus our 
forerunner is entered, and contemplate the reful- 
gent light of glory, and the aſtoniſhing delights 
of paradiſe. They who can do this may elevate 
their ſouls to an higher ſtation, and take from 
thence ſuch a proſpect of the world, as the ſecond 
Scipio took, in his dream from the ſeats of the 
bleſſed, when the whole earth appeared ſo little 
to him, that he could ſcarce diſcern that ſpeck of 
dirt, the Roman empire: Such a view as this will, 
through the medium of divine faith, diſpel the tot- 
tering fumes of preſumption,extinguiſh theembers 
of ambition, and diſcover the diminutiveneſs of all 
earthlypomp,andall its fading andvanquiſhing glo- 
ry; by which means, we may perceive that nothing 
ſhort of God, and what is agreeable to his ſpiri- 
tual nature, can give reſt to our wandering deſires, 
or be an object proportionable to our ſouls, whoſe 
powers and capacities are fitted for an endleſs du- 
ration. Grace and goodneſs, countenanced by the 
Deity, have a native inbred majeſty in them, 
which removeth our moſt melancholy apprehen- 
ſions, and which cauſeth the face to ſhine, bor- 
roweth not its luſtre from things without, but trom 
him, who i amiable and a/together lovely, and 
dwells in us, by his ſpirit, and ſupplies the ratio- 
nal part of the creation with every ſpiritun und 
temporal bleſſing ; And though their brightneſs 
may 
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may for ſome time be eclipſed, and malice may 
caſt a dark ſhade thereon, yet ſuch as fear the di- 
vine omnipotence, and St humbly with their God, 
ſhall /ee the ſalvation of the Lord, and behold Zion 
in pertect beauty. Indeed this great globe itſelf, 
and all its gilded vanities, in compariſon of celeſ- 


tial glory, are but of little ſignification, and which 


we ſhould not be over fond of, or immoderately, 

puriue, or delizht in; for the /aſhion of this world 
paſjeth away, and will loſe its ancient grandeur,and 
all its beautiful and moſt exquilite form, A few 
years or days more, we, who are now performing our 
ſeveral parts, on this buſy ſcene of action, muſt ſuoner 
or later quit the ſtage, and never enter upon ĩt any 
more : Neglected opportunities will never more 
return, now ones will never more be offered, or 
ever be in cur power to obtain. Let us not then 
be indifferent about this grand concern, but vigi- 
lantly employ our p reſent moments, in the ſublime 
and invigorating exerciſe of piety and devotion, 
that we may embelliſh and adorn our lives with the 
holy doctrines of the everbleſſed jeſus. Being thus 
rationally actuated, and inwardly purified by the 
divine ſpirit, and influenced by this ſuperior agent, 

we ſhall be an holy people, ſanctiſied and meet for the 
maſler's uſe, and prepared for every good word and 
work : For when the dying hour comes, and we 
fecl the jentence of death in ourſelves, how mean 
and empty will all thoſe expenſive amuſements 
appear, which we were once ſo dotingly fond 
of, and vainly took pleaſure in! how little ſatis- 
faction and reflection will they then afford! But 
the ſerious conſideration of virtue, and a well con- 
ducted life, enlivened by the divine 5 
an 


ao as os 


ft © 4 we © 7 © © 


A 


3 pe EEE POE w_ «a co „„ _ 6 — © — 


[39 
and animating rays þ God's holy ſpirit, will ſpring. 


up afreſh on every review, and on the moſt ſurpriz- 
ing emergencies: Theſe heighten the enjoynnents 
of life, ſupport us under the bitter pangs and mortal 


agonies of death. The clear proſpect of an eternal 


world ſoftens the hard-dying pillow, ſceitters the 
darkneſs of the grave, and opens the windows of 
heaven, when the dazzling luſtre of this world: is 
fled and vaniſhed away as a dream, and its periſh- 
able furniture burnt up and totally deſtroyed. The 


works of faith and love will triuraph over this 


wreck of nature, and accompany us to the bar of 
infinite juſtice, where we, through the med ation 
of jeſus, our high- prieſt, and all- ſufficient redeemer, 
ſhall hear that raviſhing and tranſporting ſenteuce 
pronounced in our favour; Come, ye bleſſed children 
of my father, inherit the Kingdom, prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. I do not aim at 
raiſing an uncommon heat, or more than ordinary 
warmth, which too often-borders upon enthuſiaſm, 
but ai thit cool reaſon, which the goſpel addreſſes 
you with, to revive the ſpirit of religion, that we 


may follow after righteouſneſs, and recerve not the - 


grace of God in vain ; but embrace effectually its 
heavenly doQtrines, and receive them with due 
eſtimation, with fervency of affection, with dili- 
gent application, and ſuch vehemency of defire 
and love as will /an&:/y the Lord God in our hearts, 
and reform the vicious actions of our lives, and 
prepare our ſpirits for glory. It is not receiving 
the goſpel into our heads, nor diſplaying its ex- 
cellencies with our tongues, but into the inmoſt 
receſſes of our ſoul, or we ſhall never reach the 
celeſtial port, nor be admitted into that ſafe har- 
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bour. Would we be ſecure of theſe unſpeakable mer- 
cies, which are ſo agreeable to our intellectual part, 
we muſt cheriſh the divine principle within, “ and 
no longer ſtifle its bleſſed motions, but leave the 
ſhifting ſcenesof vanity, and the tremendous rounds 
of folly, and embrace the preſent happy ſeaſon, as a 
jewel of iinmenſe price. For he ſaith, I have heard 
thee ina time accepted, and in theday of ſalvation have 
4 juccoured thee: Behola, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of ſalvation. Wherefore let 
us not heſitate about it, but ſuppreſs our innate 
propenſion to vice, and vigilantly encourage 
prudence, temperance, chaſtity, and fortitude : 
Becauſe virtue is the fortreſs of the ſoul, and 
that neceſſary diſpoſition of mind, which pre- 

pares 


* Pythagoras ſays, that evil affections incline the will to 
vice, and to reject the principles of virtue: W hence hedetired of 
God, to keep us from evil, and to ſhew every one the demon, 
or good ſpirit, he ought to uſe. The rational man is more 
noble than other creatures, as more divine; not content ſolely 
with one operation, but endowed with various gifts, which he 
uſeth according to his free-will ; in reſpect of which liberty, 
Men are of an heav'nly race, 

Taught by diviner nature what t'embrace. 
By diviner nature is meant the intellectual foul; as to in- 
tellect, man approaches nigh toGod; as to interior ſenſes, he 
recedeth from God; the unſpeakable and the infinite joy of the 
bleſſed ſpirits,andtheir mmutabledelight, ſtiled by Homer Aoþt5e; 
yiaws, inextinguiſhable laughter; for what greater pleaſure than 
to behold the ſerene aipect of God, and next to him the ideas 
and forms of all things, more purely and tranſparently, than 
ſecondarily in created beings. The Pythagoreans had this 
diſtich among thoſe commonly called the Golden Verſes: 
Ria of this body, it the heavens free 
You reach, hencet rth immortal you ſhall be, 

Or thus, 

Who after death ſhall reach the heav'nly plain 
Are ſtraight like gods, and never die again, 
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pares and qualifies our ſpirits for future communi, 
cation with God, and his bleſſed ſaints, in the in- 
effable realms of light, and in perfect bliſs. 

Heaven itſelf, with all its ſuperlative excellen- 
cies, Without ſuch tempers, and ſuch inclinations, 
as are ſuited to that ſacred manſion, would not 
only prove an unealy poſſeſſion, but it would alſo 
give great pain, and be an oppreſſive and weari- 
ſome burden: Nay, without a taſte, or reliſh for 
virtue, we can never truly enjoy ourſelves, nor 
delight in the company of pure angels, or the 
ſpirits of thoſe who are freed from the dregs of 
matter, and conſummated in holineſs. For what 
is virtue but heaven begun? or what is virtue 
but heaven finiſhed? It recommends us to our 
creator; as it is his image and likeneſs ſtamped 
upon us, ſo it raiſes our ſouls to greater dignity, 
and higher degrees of perfection: It will, carry 
us through all the ſtraights and difficulties of 
life, and comfort us in the deſolate hours of ſor- 
row, and at laſt fill us with joys inexpreſſible, 
and delights that will never end. 

But ſuppoſing there is no life after this, and 
that this is the whole of our exiſtence, the peace 
and ſatisfaction that flow from upright dealings, and 
conſcientious practices, in this ſtate of tumult and 
ſcene of diſtraction, are infinitely more pteferable, 
to men of probity, than diſorder and confuſion, The 
paths of virtue and fidelity are abundantly more 
ſafe, and leſs liable to miſchief, and afford much 
greater ſecurity: They are freed from thoſe diſ- 
turbances, and the villanous ſchemes of deceit, 
of fraud, of injuſtice, of oppreſſion, and ty- 
ranny, which ſo much abound in the world, and 
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ſo annoy and diſtreſs its inhabitants: So that if you 
conſult reaſon, or regard your ſecular advantages, 
you cannot but be in love with them, and take far 
greater delight in them, than you pofſhbly can in 
prophane courſes, or in the revels of debauchery. 
But the pleaſures that flow from religion, and the 
animating recompence annexed to it, when our ac- 
tions are directed to God's honour and glory, will 
pull out the ſting of every. trouble: Then may we 
Joyfully hope to wear that maſſive crown of giory, 
which  fadeth not away, and poſſeſs the treaſures 
of that kingdom, which eternity will neither di- 
miniſh nor deſtroy. 

This is that ſtate which gives ſuch inward ſweet 
repoſe, ſuch profound tranquillity to the mind, 
that, were it poſſible to' be falſe, yeilds more pre- 
fent ſatisfaction, than can all the pompous delights 
of the moſt refined and elevated earthly diverfions. 
Since then there is no ſtable or real happineſs to 
be met with but in God, we ſhould ardently ſeek 
for it in him, who can only repleniſh our ſouls; 
and not in the droſſy amuſements of ſenſe, which 
ſometimes vex us, even in the enjoyment, and fre- 

uently leave deadly heavineſs, and inexpreſſible 
reſtleſſneſs behind them. There is no part of the 
animal creation worth fixing our hearts and defires 
upon ; outward things have no ſtability in them ; 
men are altogether lighter than vanity; their thoughts 
are ſo apt to waver, and their minds fo to fluctu- 
ate, that they are not to be truſted to, or have abſo- 
lute confidence placed in them; their words, which 
ſhould be as vehicles to convey uſeful inſtructions, 
and mutual comfort to one another, often termi- 


nate in mere ſounds, or in promiſes never intended 
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to be performed. Let us give good heed to our- 
ſelves, and depend not on the flattery of deſigning 
men, nor on what they can pretend to, whoſe days 
paſs away as a ſhadow, or as a dark won of night, 
in which nature ſeems to be ſhrouded ; but no 
ſooner is her fair face unvailed, and the thick - 
ening ſhades diſappear, than the repreſentation 
vaniſhes, and the roving imagination ceaſes, Letus 
then humbly wait on God, in the way of evan 
lical obedience, and ſhew ourſelves zealous in his 
ſervice, and in ſupporting the dignity of our pro- 
feſſion. For ye are a choſen generation, a royal prieft= 
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people ; that ye ſhould 
ſhew forth the praiſes of him, who hath called you 
out of darkneſs into his marvellous light ; ares in 
time paſt were not a peopie, but are now the people 
of God; which had not obtained mercy, but now 
have obtained mercy : Therefore, Dearly beloved, I 
bejeech you, as ſtrangers and pilgrims, abſtain from 
Hl-ſhiy luſts, which war againſt the ſoul; having your 
converſation honeſt among the Gentiles; that whereas 
they ſpeak againſt you as evil-doers, they may, by 
your good works, which they ſhall behold, glorify God 
in the day of viſitation. 


Oljections againſt Chriſtianity candidly confidered, 
and anſwered, without Prejudice, or Partiality in 
its Favour. 


It is urged by infidels, that Chriſtians are end- 
leſsly divided about every precept, mode and inſti- 
tution, derived from revelation ; they are ſo; and 
the reaſon is not that there is greater obſcurity in 
the ſacred writings than there is in other books ; 
but that men of different parts, capacities, {kill in 
languages, intereſts, and ſects, read comments on 


them : They bring to them notions which they 
have imbibed, or which have been impoſed on 
them, and inſtead of ſearching the ſcriptures in 
order to find out what is declared in them, they 
hunt for evidence to juſtify their prejudices. It 
1s well known, that moral books are wrote in a dif- 
ferent manner from philoſophical ones; and words 
are never to be underſtood in that ſtrictneſs in the 
one as in theother: Figurative expreſſions are always 
Capable ot a certain degree of latitude, which may 
lead inaccurate people into groſe miſtakes, by ex- 
tending them further than the writer did deſign; 
but yet it is not eaſy to miſtake the main end of 
revelation; and there has been very little, if any, 
difference among Chriſtians, whether holineſs of 
life and manners be not univerſally required. The 
general motives to holineſs, ſuch as repentance to- 
wards Ged, and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
general reſurrection from the dead, and the final de- 
termination of judgment, where all without reſ- 
pet of perſons, or regard had to their dignity, 
will be ſeverally rewarded, or puniſhed, according 
to their deeds. Theſe are not ſubjects of debate 
among the friends of the goſpel; or if queſtions 
have aroſe, they have been about the modes which 
inquiſitive men have ever curiouſly pryed into, 
without and beyond revelation, rather than on the 
matters which have been revealed: But then I muſt 
obſerve, that this objection lies as much againſt na- 
tural religion as it does againſt divine revelation; 
for has not every principle of morality been as 
much the ſubject of diſpute and difference as the 
precepts and doctrines of revelation have? Has not 
the exiſtence of God, the liberty of man, the na- 
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ture of good and evil, what it is that thinks in us, 
whether the ſoul be immaterial or not, or immor- 
tal or not, the nature of juſtice, moral honeſty, in 
ſhort, every point of morality, or natural religion, 
been centroverted? Is the inference drawn from 
thenc2} that there 1s, or can be no ſuch thing as na- 
tural religion ? Is there no ſuch thing as truth, be- 
cauſe men often diſpute about it, and frequently 
aſk what is truth? Is there no ſuch thing as right 
reaſon, becauſe men have maintained abſurdities 
and palpable contradictions about every thing? 

Have not ſome, that pretended to be mathema- 
ticians, diſputed about the firſt principles of geo- 
metry? Has not a late writer diſputed, whether 
matter exiſts or not, whether mathematicians have 
not their myſteries, and, what is more, their repug- 
nancies and contradictions? in ſhort, what is there 
that ſuch minute philoſophers have not held, to 
the ſubverſion of human knowledge, ard deſtruc- 
tion of all ſcience? and will it therefore be allowed, 
that nothing exiſts but God, or that there is no right 
reaſon, or morality, or truth in the world? and yet 
one may as well conclude that, from the infinite 
variety of controverſies that are and have been, 
there is nothing true in the natural or moral world, 
as, from the controverſies among Chriſtians, that 
there is no ſuch thing as revelation, becauſe eve 
thing derived from them has been the ſubje& of 
debate. But the very matter of revelation is pre- 
tended to be unworthy of God, and ſome things in 
it tend to make men wicked, and others immoral. 

Here the appeal muſt lay to the ſcriptures them- 
ſelves, and not to the groundleis interpretations of 
men; the only inſtances that are produced are, that 


its 
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its principles juſtify perſecution for religion, and 
all Chriſtians put that in practice, with more orleſs 
degrees of barbarity, according to the power they 
have. Where in the goſpel is perſecution for reli- 
gion commanded, or ſo much as countenanced? and 

as ,it not provided ſufficient remedy for differ- 
ences in religion, by enjoining charity and mutual 
forbearance ? What, if ſome imagine the words, 
Compel them to come in, relate to the uſe of all 
ſorts of violence, in order to reſtrain differences 
among Chriſtians, has it not been ſhewn, even to 
demonſtration, that the word, Compel, has no rela- 
tion to perſecution of any ſort; and that it means 
no more than importunate preſſing, and vehement- 
ly urging ? It has been pretended, that Chriſtianity 
is deſtructive of courage, that it teaches men not 
to reſiſt evil, and obliges them not to oppoſe the 
invaſions or attacks of enemies : There is indeed 
ſome appearance for this charge, but. the ableſt 
writers among Chriſtians have ſhewn at large, that 
ſuch a notion is groundleſs; but to charge Chriſti- 
anity with making men wicked, or immoral, is 
treating light as the cauſe of darkneſs, and making 
good the cauſe of evil; for no ſyſtem ever tended 
more to demoliſh finful courſes, or to eſtabliſh the 
rules of holy living, or to make men love God, and 
hate all iniquitous practices, than the revelation of 
Jeſus, our divine Lord, and ſupreme lawgiver. * 


1 


So that whatever difficulties or obſcurities occur toour thoughts 
concerning our future happineſs, if we will have recourie 
to the ſcriptures, and abide by their precepts, our douhts will be 
ſolved, and our difficulties remoyed. Other books are valuable 
and ſerviceable in their place, butnot to be equalled with the 
ſcriptures, much leſs preferred before them; as if fall ib e men 
could better guard againſt diviſions than Chrift and his holy 
apoſtles have guarded againſt them in his word; for we cannot 
ſpeak better, or more intelligible of the things of G d, than in 
the words of God, 
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EJACULATIONS any PRAYERS. 


As the Heart panteth after the Water-Brooks fo longeth 
my Soul after thee, O God. My Soul is atbirſt for God, 
yea, even for the living God: When fhall I come to appear 
before the Preſence of God? The Lord is good to them that 
wait for him, to the Seul that ſeeketh after bim. O ſend 
out thy Light and thy Truth, that they may lead me, and 
bring me unto thy Holy Hill, and to thy Dwwelling, that [ may 
go unto the Altar of God, even unto the God of my Joy and 
Glaaneſs: With my Whole Heart will I give Thanks unto 
thee, O God, my God. 

Thy Loving Kindneſs is ever before mine Eyes, I will 
walk in thy Truth; thy Loving Kindneſs and Mercy ſhall 
follow me all the Days of my Life, and I will dell in the 
Houſe of the Lord for ever. Let us lift up our Hearts with 
our Hands, unto God in the Heavens. Hear my Prayer, 
O Lord, and conſider my Deſires, and let my Prayer be ſet 
forth in thy Sight as the Incenſe, and the lifting up of my 
Hands be an Evening Sacrifice. | 

O Lord, great are thy wondrous Works, that thou haſt 
done, like as be olſo thy Thoughts which are to us ward, 
yet no Man ordereth them unto thee. The Lord is righteous, 
but we have rebelled againſt his Commanaments : Turn thou 
us, O Lord, and we ſhall be turned; and cover not thyſelf 
as with a Cloud, but let our Prayers paſs through. O when 
wilt thou come unto me; I will walk with a perfect Heart, 
Iwill ſet no wicked Thing before mine Eyes, no ſuch Thing 
ſhall cleave unto me. | 

It is good that Man fhould hope and quietly wait for the 
Salvation of God; for the Lord will not caſt off for ever 
for though he cauſe Grief, yet will he have Compaſſion, ac- 
cording to the Multitude of his Mercies. He doth not afict 
willingly, nor grieve the Children of Men; and it is of the 
Lord's Mercy that we are not conſumed ;, becauſe his Com. 
paſſion fails not; they are new every Morning; great is thy 
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Faithfulneſs ; the Lord is my Portion, ſaith my Soul, there- 
fore will I hope in him. 

Thou haſt been my Help, ther efore will I make thee my 
Refuge, and in the Shadow of thy Wings will I rejoice ; my 
Heart ſhall rejoice in the Lord, becauſe I have truſted in 
his holy Name. The Salvation of the Righteous cometh of 
the Lord, who is their Strength in the Time of Trouble : 
They ſhall be ſatisfied with the Plenteouſneſs of thy Houſe x 
and thou ſhalt give them to drink of thy Pleaſures, as out of 
the great Rivers. 

But our greateſt Comfort of all is a rational Aſſurance of 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs, through the Mediation of him, «who, 
to keep us from Deſponaency, hath ſealed the Covenant of Grace 
and Mercy with his Blood: For wwe have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, and he is the Propiti- 
ation for our Sins; and if we confeſs our Sins, God is faithful 
end juſt to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from all Un- 
righteouſneſs. And ibis is the Confidence wwe have in him, 
that, if we aſk any Thing according to his Will, he heareth 
us. If ye being evil know how to give good T bings to your 
Children, how much more ſhall your Father, which is in Hea- 
ven, give good Things to them that aſe him? 

This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all Acceptation, 
that Chriſt Jeſus came into the World to ſave Sinners: O 
Lord, to whom then ſhall we go, for thou haſt the Words of 
eternal Life, and will raiſe us up at the laſt Day ? 

Bleſſed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Father of Mercies, and the God of all Comfort, wwho com- 
forts us in all our 7. ibulalion, that we may be able to com- 
fort them, which are in any Trouble, by the Comfort where- 
with we are comforted of God : For os the Sufferings of 
Chriſt abound in us, ſo our Conſolation aboundeth by Chriſt. 

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
Bowels of Mercy and Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meek- 
neſs, Leng ſuffering , forbearing one awother. If any Max 
have a Quarrel with any, even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo 
do Je. 
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And above all Things put on Charity, which is the Bond 
of Perfefneſs ; and let the Peace of God rule in your Hearts, 
to which alſo ye are called in one Body, and be ye thankful ; 
and whatſoever ye do in Word, or in Deed, do all in the Name 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, giving Thanks to God, and the Father 
im. Co that if there be any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any 
Cemfert of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowel 
and Mercies, fulfil ye my Joy ; and let the ſame Mind be in 
you which was alſo in Chriſt Feſus, the Redeemer and Com- 
forter of his People. 


A MORNING- PRAYER. 


O Lord our God, how excellent is thy Name in all the 
Earth] thou halt ſer thy Glory above the Heavens, and 
art worthy of the everlaſting Praiſes of Men and An- 
gels; thou haſt created all Things, and for thy Pleaſure 
they are and were created ; thy Hands, O Lord, have 
made and faſhioned me; thou holdeſt our Souls in Life, 
and giveſt us ſuch Things as will be a Bleſſing and Com- 
fort to us at Death: Thou haſt formed us for thylelt, 
that we might ſhew forth thy Praiſe, and live to thy Glory, 
as we do on thy Bounty; but, O Lord our God, we have 
not brought thee the Glory thou haſt made us capa- 
ble of, and ſo many Ways obliged us to; Inſtead of that, 
how many Ways have we diſhonoured our God, in the 
whole Courſe and Conduct of our Lives! Time after 
Time forgetting the Giver of all our Mercies, and the 
bounteous Kindneſs of him who is never unmindful of 
us: But alas, how are we weary of waiting cn thee, 
who art never weary of doing us good! We have not 
only neglected our God, but have alto been diſobedient 
to him, and have uſed ſuch Methods of Living as thy 
Laws utterly diſallow of, and our own Hearts condemn 
vs for. O humble us for our repeated Offences, and, for 
thy Mercy's Sake in Chriſt Jeſus, forgive us all that is 
paſt, and make us more diligent for the future ; deſtroy 
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in us every vicious Inclination, and every rebellious 
Motion, that exalts itſelf againſt the Knowledge of God, 
and the Commands of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jetus 
Chriſt; Confirm us more and more in thy Faith, Fear 
and Love, and in all thole Graces, which thou knoweſt 
to be needful and abſolutely neceſſary to us; ſuch as 
may make Life comfortable to ourſelves, and more be- 
neficial and profitable to others, ſo that when all below 
ſhall fail us, thou mayeſt, Lord, take us to thyſelf, and 
be the Strength of our Heart, and our Portion for ever. 
We bleſs thee for our laſt Night's Preſervation, and 
the comfortable Repole and Refreſhment thou haft 
given us; Caſt us not away from thy Preſence, take not 
thy Holy Spirit from us, but direct us, in all our Ways, 
how to pleaſe and honour thee, our God, and make 
us to rejoice in thy Name; help us clearly to lee thy 
Power, to admire thy Wiſdom and Love, and thy Good- 
neſs to all thy Creatures. O draw our Hearts ſlill nearer 
to thee, the bleſſed Creator, and Comforter of all that 
are united to thee in holy Obedience. Let our Medi- 
tations of God be tweet, and his Service our chief De- 
light, that he may crown us with Joy and Gladneſs of 
Heart; all which we beg tor ourſelves, and all thy Peo- 


ple every where, in and through our great Mediator's 
Name, Amen. Our Father, &c. 


An EVENING-PRAYER. 


O Lord, the infinite and incomprehenſible God, wha 
waſt before all, and wilt be the ſame when Time ſhall 
be no more, when Sun and Moon have finiſhed their 
Courle; Heaven is- thy Throne, and Earth is thy 
Footſtool, and all Things are both in thy Sight and at 
thy ſole Diſpoſal. Thou pervadelt our Thoughts, and 
1 our Lives, and art acquainted with all our 

Nays, and with our lying down and riſing up. Thou 
Broweſt, Lord, the Vanity and Deceitfulneſs of our 
1 Hearts, 
( 
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Hearts, and how much we have to do to keep them in 
an holy Frame, and render them fit to atten thy Ma- 
jeſty: For thou art a God of infinite Purity, and wonder- 
ful in Patience, ready to pardon and forgive all that are 
penitent: Wherefore we humbly intreat thee to ſtretch 
torth thy all-powerful Arm, to looſe the galling Chains 
of Sin, which have ſo weakened and fettered our Souls, 
that we cannot ſoar aloft; help us, gracious Lord, ſo tobe- 
wail and hate our Sins, that we may have a well-grounded 
Hope, and a rational A ſſurance of Pardon, in and through 
the Son of thy Love, the bleſſed Interceſſor betwixt God 
and Man. Grant us, Lord, for his Sake, an Increaſe of 
thy efficacious Grace, and ſuch Aſſiſtances of thy Spirit, 
as may fit us for all thoſe Duties, which we have either 
ſnamefully neglected, or but coldly or irreverently per- 
formed. O fill up what is wanting, and reform what- 
ever 1S amils, and perfect that which concerns us, that 
we may obtain Peace here and heavenly Glory hereafter. 
Speak Peace, O God, to our Conſciences, and fay to 
our Houls, I am your Salvation. O build up the Walls 
of Jeruſalem, and continue thy Mercies to us, and ac- 
quaint us with all thy Diſpenſations, and all thy Deal 
ings with Mankind, aud help us to improve them to thy 
Glory. | 
Bleſs our gracious- Sovereign, who now ſets on the 
Throne, and ſways the Scepter of theſe: Kingdoms: 
make him to rejoice in his People, and to be a Terrour 
to evil Doers. And grant unto all Magiſtrates and Mi- 
niſters continual Supplies of all needful Gifts, and the 
neceſſary Graces of thy Spirit, for the conſcionable and 
comfortable Diſcharge of their ſeveral Places. O be thou 
a Friend to all Mankind ; be a Father to the Fatherleſs, 
a Refuge to the Oppreſſed, a God of Conſolation to the 
Sorrowtul ; whatever their Troubles or Afflictions be, 
make all to work for our Good, and help us on to Glory. 


O God of all Mercy, ſo preſerve and defend us, m — 
vi 
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Evil may befall us, nor any Plague come nigh our 
Dwelling : Give us comfortable Sleep and Reſt to refreſh 
and ſtrengthen us in thy Service, and our bounden Duty; 
prepare us for our Sleep in Death, and our Departure 
out of this mortal Life, that we may be ready to give up 
our Accounts to thee, at the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, 
where all Things will be finally determined. Aſſiſt us 
in the momentuous Buſineſs of Preparation, and for our 
everlaſting Salvation, that we may finiſh the great Work 
which thou haſt given us to do, before the Night of 
Death overtake us, and we can work no more; ſo that 
whenever thou art pleaſed to call us hence, we, through 
Jeſus, our all- ſufficient Redeemer, may chearfully receive 
the awful Summons, and reſign our Spirits into his 
Hand, who freely endued us with them. Amen. 


A Prayer for the amiable Grace of Humility and an indiffer- 
ent Eſteem for the periſhable Treaſures of this World, 


O thou God of Mercy, and Father of all Comfort, who 
deſireſt not the Death of a Sinner, but rather that he 
ſhould repent, make me ſenſible of the Neceſſity and 
Benefit of ſincere Repentance; convince me of the Ha- 
zard I run by delaying it, and the Advantage 1 ſhall 
obtain by reforming my Life: Let me never be deceived 
with Expectations of doing that, at the End of my 
Days, on which ſo great an Affair depends as the Sal- 
vation of my Soul; and as the longeſt Life of Man is 
ſcarce ſufficient for ſuch an important Concern, ſo let 
not the Uncertainty of my preſent Abode, nor the Power 
I have of performing this Duty, be reproachfully delayed, 
or totally neglected, leſt I be ſuddenly taken out of this 
World, before I have made my Peace with God, and go 
hence and be no more ſeen. O do thou enable me, by 
thy bleſſed Spirit, to conſider the Need I have of a Sa- 
viour, and the Benefit of thoſe Things which he has done 


and ſuffered, in order to purify my Soul from Sin; and re- 
ſtore 
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ſtore me to thy heavenly Grace, that I may be tranſlated 
from Earth to Heaven, through Chriſt my bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour, Amen. 


A Prayer for Faith in God and Submiſſion to his Will, 


O eternal God, the Sovereign of the World, the only 
ſatisfying Good, the Joy of all that know thee, and have 
a rational Hope in thee, I acknowledge that 1 am in- 
debted to thee, that I have received my Being, and all 
the Comforts and Enjoyments belonging to it — thee: 
Thou haſt, with great Patience, invited and intreated me 
to return to the Obedience I owe to thee; ſo that I can 
Co nothing leſs than make an Oblation of myſelf to thee, 
for all the Mercies thou haſt beſtowed upon me, and 
whatever thou ſhalt ſee fit to beſtow on me hereafter. I 
doubt not, O gracious Lord, of thy Care and good Pro- 
vidence over me, of whoſe tender Love I have had ſo 
long and great Experience; I ſtay myſelf on thy Almighty 
Power, and commit myſelf to thy unerring Wiſdom, 
which diſpoſeth all Things with excellent Reaſon ; I put 
myſelf wholly into thy Hands, with an humble Faith in 
thy Goodneſs, and reſign both Body and Soul to thee, my 
God, and meekly wait on thee, for Aſſiſtance to enable me, 
in every Condition, conſcientiouſly to diſcharge my Duty, 
that, when I leave this World, my Soul may enter into 
everlaſting Reſt, and receive the Crown of Immortality, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Ames, 


A Prayer for Humbleneſs of Mind and real Sorrow of Heart. 


O God, moſt mighty and merciful Father, who haſt 
Compaſſion on all Men, and hateſt nothing that thou haſt 
made, and wouldeſt not the Death of a Sinner, but thar 
rather he ſhould turn from his Sins, and be ſaved, mer- 
cifully forgive us our Treſpaſſes; receive and comfort 
us, who are grieved and wearied with the Burden of our 
Sins; thy Property is always to have Mercy, to thee only 
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it appertaineth to forgive Sins; ſpare us therefore, good 
Lord, ſpare thy 3 whom thou haſt redeemed; and 
enter not into Judgment with thy Servants, who are vile 
Earth and miſerable Sinners; but ſo turn thy Anger from 
us, who meekly acknowledge our Vilenels, and truly re- 

nt of our Faults; and ſo make haſte to help us in this 
World, that we may live for ever with thee in the Wotld 
to come, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


A Praytr to obtain Grace and the Happineſs of Heaven, 


O glorious God, whoſe Throne is ſurcounded with 
Thouſands of holy Angels, whom thou haſt created to 
Praiſe thee, and to be our Companions in eternal Glory, 
I, thy humble Creature, proſtrate at thy Mercy-Seat, do 
confeſs my Unworthineſs, makes me * 1 25 unfit for 
thy ſacred Preſence, unleſs thou, my bleſſed Redeemer, 
recover me to my native Innocence, and repair the Cor- 
ruptions of my fallen Nature. Let my Contrition, O 
Lord, waſh away my Defilements, and thy Spirit lead 
me to all the Duties of an holy Life; that when I ſhall 
come to join this happy Company, as I truſt, in thy in- 
finite Goodnels, I ſhall, at the Reſurrection of the Juſt, 
I may be received by them, with all the Joys of repenting 
Sinners, and with them everlaſtingly adore and admire 
thy unſpeakable Mercies to my Soul, in and through 
the Merits of my bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


A Prayer for a Sick Perſon, when there appeareth but ſmall | 


Hope of Recovery. 


O Father of Mercies, and God of all Comfort, our only 
Help in Time of Need, we fly unto thee for Succour, in 
Behalf of this thy Servant, here lying under thy Hand, 
in great Weakneſs of Body; look graciouſly upon him, 
O Lord, and the more the outward Man decayeth, 
ſtrengthen him, we beſeech thee, ſo much the more conti« 
nually, with thy Grace and Holy Spirit, in the inner Man: 
Give 


, 


Give him unfeigned Repentance for all the Errors of his 


pou Life, and ſtedfaſt Faith in thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, that 


is Sins may be done away by thy Mercy, and his Par- 
don ſealed in Heaven, before he gohencezand be nomore 
ſeen: We know, O Lord, there is no Word impoſſible 
with thee, and if thou wilt, thou canſt even yet raiſe him 
up again, and grant him a longer Continuance amongſt 
us: yet, foraſmuch, as in all Appearance the Time of 
his Diſſolution draweth near, ſo fit and prepare him, we 
beſeech thee, againſt the Hour of Death, that, after his 
Departure hence in Peace and thy Favour, his Soul may 
be received into thine everlaſting Kingdom, through the 
Merits and Mediation of Jefus Chriſt, thine only Son, 
our Lord and Saviour. Amen. | 


A Prayer for Perſons troubled in Mind, or uneaſy in Conſcience, 


O Lord, the Father of Mercies, and God of all Com- 
fort, we beſeech thee to look down in Pity and Com- 
paſſion, on this thy afflicted Servant; thou writeſt bitter 
Things againſt him, and makeſt him to pofleſs his for- 
mer Iniquities; thy Wrath heth hard upon him, and his 
Soul is full of Trouble; but; O mercitnl God, who haſt 
written thy holy Word for our Learning, that we, through 
Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures, might have 
Hope, give him a right Underſtanding 6f himſelf, and 
of thy Threats and Promiſes, that he may neither ca 
away his Confidence, nor place it any where but in thee ; 
give him Strength againft all Temptations, and heal all 
his Diſtempers ; Break not the bruiſed Reed, nor quench 
the ſmoaking Flax, ſhut not up thy tender Mercies in 
Diſpleaſure, but make him to hear of Joy and Gladneſs, 
that the Bones thou haſt broken may rejoice; deliver hit 
from the Power of the Enerny, and lift up the Light of 
thy Countenanceupon him and give him Peace, through 
the Interceſſion and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 

My God, my all- ſufficient Good, 

My Portion and my Choice ; 
In thee my vaſt Defires are fill'd, 
And all iny Powers rejoice. 
0 , 
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A Prayer for a Sick Perſon. 


Almighty God, and merciful Father, to whom alone 
belong the Iſſues of Life and Death, look down, from 
Heaven, we humbly beſeech thee, with the Eyes of thy 
Mercy upon this thy Servant, now lying on the Bed of 
Sickneſs ; viſit him, O Lord, with thy Salvation; deliver 
him, in thygoodappointedTime,from his bodily Pain, and 
ſave his Soul, for thy Mercy's Sake; that if it ſhould be 
thy Pleaſure to prolong his Days here on Earth, he may 
live to thee, and to thy Glory, and be an Inſtrument of 
ſerving thee faithfully, and of doing Good in his Gene- 
ration; or elſe receive him into thoſe heavenly Habita- 
tions, where the Souls of them that ſleep in the Lord Jeſus 
enjoy perpetual Reſt and Felicity ; grant this, O Lord, 
for thy Mercy's Sake, in and through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the one and only Mediator betwixt God and 
Man. Amen. 


A Prayer for true Humbleneſs of Mind, and Deliverance from all 
thoſe Ewils ts which we are daily expoſed, and our preſent Beings 
fubjeft us to. 


We, thy poor helpleſs and dependent Creatures, who 
are ſenſible of our own Frailty, and that Man born ofa 
Woman hath but a ſhort Time to live, and is full of 
Miſery, he cometh up and is cut down like a Flowergand 
fleeth as a Shadow, and never continueth in one Stay; inthe 
Midſt of Life we are in Death, of whom may we ſeek 
for Succour, but of thee, O Lord, who for our Sins art 
moſt juſtly diſpleaſed; ſo that whatever we at preſent en- 
dure, either from the Brittleneſs of our Frames, or from 
the Severity of thy Juſtice, we may feelingly preſent our 
Petitions to thee, and cry out, O Lord God moſt holy, 
O Lord moſt mighty, O holy and merciful Saviour, de- 
liver us not into the bitter Pangs of eternal Death ; thou 
knoweſt, Lord, the Secrets of our Hearts, ſhut not up 
thy mercitul Ears to our Prayers, but ſpare us, Ly 

mo 
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moſt holy, O God moſt mighty, O holy and moſt mer- 
ciful Saviour, thou moſt worthy Judge Eternal, ſuffer 
us not, in our laſt Moments, for any Pains of Death to fall 
from thee; all which Mercies we meekly and humb ly 
beſeechthee togrant, for the Sake of thy Son JeſusChriſt, 
our bleſſed Lord, and all- ſufficient Redeemer. Amen. 


O almighty Lord, who art a ſtrong Tower to all that 
put their Truſt in thee, to whom all Things in Heaven, 
and in Earth, and under the Earth do bow and obey, be 
now and evermore our Defence; and make us to know 
and feel that there is no other Name under Heaven, given 
unto Man, in whom and through whom we may receive 
Health and everlaſting Salvation, but only in the Name 
of our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


4 MORNING HYMN. 


Awake, my Soul, and with the Sun 
Thy daily Stage of Duty run; 

Shake off dull Sloth, and joyful riſe, 
To pay thy Morning Sacrifice. 


Thy precious Time miſpent, redeem, 
Each preſent Day thy laſt eſteem ; 
Improve thy Talent with due Care, 
For the Great Day thyſelf prepare. 


In Converſation be ſincere, | 

Keep Conſcience as the Noon-Tide clear; 
Think how all-ſceing God thy Ways, 
And all thy ſecret Thoughts ſurveys, 


By Influence of the Light Divine, 
Let thy own Light to others ſhine ; 
Reflect all Heaven's propitious Rays, 
In ardent Love and chearful Praiſe. 


Wake and lift up thyſelf my Heart, 
And with the Angels bear thy Part, 


Who 


Who all Night long unweary'd ring ' 
High Praiſe to the eternal King. 


Awake, awake, ye heavenly Choir, 
May your Devotion me inſpire ; 
That ] like you my Age may ſpend, 
Like you may on my God attend. 


May I like you in God delight, 
Have all Day long my God in Sight; 
Perform like you my Maker's Will; 
O may I never more do ill. 


Had your Wings to Heav'n I'd fly, 
But God ſhall that Detect ſupply ; 

And my Soul, wing'd with warm Deſire, 
Shall all Day long to Heav'n aſpire. 


All praiſe to thee, who ſafe has kept, 

And halt refreſh'd me whilſt I ſlept ; 

Grant, Lord, when I from Death ſhall wake, 
I may of endleſs Life partake, 


I'd not awake, nor riſe again, 

E'en Heav'n itſelf I would diſdain, 
Wert not thou there to be enjoy'd, 
And I in Hymns to be employ'd. 


Heav'n 1s, dear Lord where'er thou art, 
O never, ne*er from me depart ; 

For to my Soul it's Hell to be 

But for one Moment void of thee. 


Lord, I my Vows to theerenew, 

Diſperſe my Sins as Morning Dew; 

Guard my firſt Springs of Thought and Will, 
And with thyſelf my Spirit fill. 


Direct, controul, ſuggeſt this Day 

All I defign, or do, or ſay; 

That all my Pow'rs, with all their Might, 

In thy ſole Glory may unite. 

Praiſe 
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Praiſe God from whom all Bleffings flow, 
Praife him all Creatures here below ; 
Praiſe him above ye heav'nly Hoſt, 
Praiſe Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, - 


An EVENING HYMN. 


All Praiſe to thee, my God, this Night, 
For all the Bleſſings of the Light, 
Keep me, O keep me, Kings of Kings, 
Beneath thy own almighty Wings. 


Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son, 
The Ill that I this Day have done; 
That with the World, myſelf and thee, 
I, ere I fleep, at Peace may be. 


Teach me to live, that I may dread 
The Grave as little as my Bed; 
To die, that this vile Body may 
Riſe glorious at the awful Day, 


O may my Soul on thee repoſe, 

And may ſweet Sleep my Eyelids cloſe ; 
Sleep that may me more vig'rous make, 
To ſerve my God when I awake. 


When in the Night I ſleepleſs lie, 

My Soul with heav'nly Thoughts ſupply ; 
Let no ill Dreams diſturb my Reſt, 

No powers of Darkneſs me moleſt. 


Dull Sleep! of Senſe me to deprive, 
Jam but half my Time alive; 

Thy faithful Lovers Lord, are griev'd 
Te be ſo long of thee bereav'd, 


But tho' Sleep o'er my Frailty reigns, 
Let it not hold fer- in Chains; 
And now and then let looſe my Heart, 
Till it an Hallelujah dart. 


The 
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The faſter Sleep the Senſes binds, 
The more unfetter'd are our Minds; 


O may my Soul from Matter free, 
Thy Lovelineſs unclouded ſee. 


O when ſhall I, in endleſs Day 

For ever chaſe dark Sleep away, 

And Hymns, with the ſupernal Choir, 
Inceſſant ring, and never tire. 


O may my Guardian, while I ſleep, 
Cloſe by my Bed his Vigils keep 
His Love angelical inſtill, 

Stop all the Avenues of III. 


May he celeſtial Joys rehearſe, 

And Thought to Thought with me converſe ; 
O may I ſtill, all the Night long, 

Sing to my God a grateful Song. 


Praiſe God, from whom all Bleſſings flow, 
Praiſe him, all Creatures here below; 
Praiſe him above, ye heavenly Hoſt, 
Praiſe Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 


4 MIDNIGHSYT HYMN 


My God, now I from Sleep awake, 
The ſole Poſſeſſion of me take; 
From Midnight Terrours me ſecure, 
And guard my Heart from Thoughts impure, 


Bleſs'd Angels, while we ſilent lie, 
Your Hallelujahs fing on high ; 
You joyful hymn the Ever-bleſt 
Before the Throne, and never reſt, 


I with your Choir celeſtial join, 

In offering up a Hymn divine; 

With you in Heav'n I hope to dwell, 

And bid the Night and World farewell. 1 
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My Soul, when I ſhake off this Duſt, 
Lord, in thy Arms 1 willintruſt ;  * 
O make me thy peculiar Care. -- 

Some Manſion for my Soul prepare. 


Give me a Place at thy Saint's Feet, 
Or ſome fall'n Angel's vacant Seat, 

PH ſtrive to ſing as loud as they, 
Who ſet above in brighter Day. 


O may I always ready ſtand, 

With my Lamp burning in my Hand; 
May 1 in Sight of Heav'n rejoice, © 
Whene'er I hear the Bridegroom's Voice. 


All Praiſe to thee in Light array'd, 
Who Light thyDwelling-Place has made; 
A boundleſs Ocean of bright Beams, 
From all thy glorious Godhead ſtreams. 


The Sun, in its Meridian Light, 

Is very Darkneſs in thy Sight; 

My Soul, O lighten and inflame, 

With Thoughts and Love of thy great Name. 


Bleſs'd Jeſus, thou, on Heav'n intent, - 
Whole Nights haſt in Devotion ſpent ; 
But I frail Creature ſoon am tir'd, 
And all my Zeal is ſoon expir'd. 


My Soul, how canſt thou weary grow 
Of antedating Bliſs below; 

In ſacred Hymns, and heav'nly Love, 
Which will eternal be above! 


Shine on me, Lord, new Life impart, 
Freſh Ardours kindle in my Heart; 
One Ray of thy all-quick'ning Sight, 
Diſpels the Sloth and Clouds of Night. 


Lord, leſt the Tempter me ſurprize, 
Watch over thine own Sacrifice; 
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All looſe, all idle Thoughts caſt out, 
Aft make my very Dreams devout. 


Praiſe God, frbtn whom all Bleſſings flow, 
Praiſe him, all Creatures here below ; _ 
Praiſe him above, ye heav'nly Hoſt 
Preiſe Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 

A Hymn of Praiſe, and Thankſetvi r. Mercies rettived; and 
— che Benton — A; 2 the ſeveral Stages of 
buman Life, from the Womb to the Grave. 

Thy Providence my Life ſuſtain'd, 

And all my Wants redreſt, 

When in the ſilent Womb I lay, 
And hung upon the Breaſt. 


My various weak Complaints and Ctres 
 _ Became thy Mercy's Care; 
Ere yet my feeble Thoughts had learn'd 
To form themſelves in Pray'r. 


Unnumber'd Comforts to my Soul 
Thy tender Love beſtow'd, 

Before my Infant Heart conceiy'd 
From whom thoſe Comforts flow'd. 


Through hidden Dangers, Toils, and Deaths, 
It gently clear'd my Way; 
And through the pleafing Snares of Vice, 
More to be fear'd than they. 


Ten Thouſand precious, precious Gifts 
My daily Thanks employ ; 
Nor is the leaſt a chearful Heart 
) That taſtes thoſe Gifts with Joy. 


Through ev'ry Period of my Life, 
Thy Goodneſs T'll purſue : 


And after Death, in diſtant Worlds, 
The glorious Theme renew. 


Two Hyms or Songs of Praiſe for the Evening 
My God, my only Help and Hope, 
My ſtrong and ſure Defence For 


at; I  %'ﬆþ 


For all the Mercies of this Day, 
I bleſs thy Providence. 


As in the Day thou art about 
The Path where'er I tread, 
So, when [ lay me down to reſt, 

Be thou about my head, 


God was my Sun and Shield all Day, 
My Keeper and my Guide, 

His Care was on my Frailty ſhown, 
His Mercies multiply*d, 


Minutes and Mercies manifold 
Have made up all this Day; 
Minutes came quick, but Mercies were 
More ſwift and free than they. 


New Times, new Favours, and new Joys, 
Do a new Song require; 

Till I ſhall praiſe thee as I would, 
Accept my Heart's Deſire. 


An Hymn, or Song of Praiſe for the Evening, 


Now from the Altar of my Heart, 
Let Incenſe-Flames ariſe; 

Aſſiit me, Lord, to offer up 
My Evening Sacrifice, 


Lord, watch and ward, when I ſhall ſleep, 
I humbly thee implore ; 

Thy Angels let my Guardians be 
Both now and evermore. 


Into thy Hands do I commit 
My Soul, which is thy Due; 

For why, thou haſt created it, 
Yea, didit redeem it too. 


O may my thoughts for ever keep 
The Grave and Heav'n in View, 
Leſt, it my Zeal and Courage ſleep, 

My Lips grow =_ too. 


Lord, 


| „ 
Lord, if I live, let me be thine, 
Thine alſo, if I die; 
Core Life, come Death, let Heav'n be mine; 
Amen, Amen, ſay I. | 


The amazing Swiftn:ſs of Time, and the Dangers that ſur- 
round us in this our uncertain and unſettled Abode. 


Thee we adore, Eternal Name, 
And humbly own to thee, 

How feeble is our-mortal Frame, 
What dying Worms are we! 


Our waſting Lives grow'ſhorter ſtil], 
As Months and Days increaſe ; 
And ev'ry beating Pulſe we tell 
Leaves but the Number lels. 


The Year rolls round, and fteals away 
The Breath that firſt it gave; 

Whate'er we do, where'er we be, 
We're trav*ling to the Grave. 


Dangers ſtand thick through all the Ground, 
To puſh us to the Tomb; 

And fierce Diſeaſes wait around, 
To hurry Mortals home. 


Good God! on what a ſlender Thread 
Hang everlaſting Things! 

Th eternal State of all the Dead 
Upon Life's feeble Strings. 


Infinite Joy, or endleſs Woe, 
Aitends on ev'ry Breath; 
And yet how unconcern'd we go 
Upon the Brink of Death! 


Waken, O Lord, our drowſy Senſe, 
To walk this dang'rous Road; 
And, if our Souls are hurry'd hence, 

May they be tound with God, 


The 


The Shortneſs of huma 


C' IE 3 


of infinite and unchangeable Goodneſs, 
Time! what an empty Vapour tis 3 | 
And Days how ſwift they are ! 


Swift as an Indian Arrow flies, 
Or like a ſhooting Star. 


The preſent Moments juſt appear, 
Then ſlide away in haſte, 

That we can never ſay they're here, 
But only ſay, they're paſt, 


Our Life is ever on the Wing, 
And Death is ever nigh; 

The Moment when our Lives begin, 
We all begin to die. 


Yet, mighty God ! our fleeting Day 
Thy laſting Favours ſhare ; 

Yet with the Bounties of thy Grace 
Thou load'ſt the rolling Year. 


*Tis Sovereign Mercy finds us Food, 
And we are cloath'd with Love; 


n Life, andthe amazing Liberality 


While Grace ſtands pointing out the Road, 


That leads to Heay*n above. 


His Goodneſs runs an endleſs Round; 
All Glory to the Lord! 

His Mercy never knows a bound ; 
And be his Name ador'd ! 


Thus we begin the laſting Song; 
And when we cloſe our Eyes, 

Let the next Age thy Praiſe prolong, 
Till Time and Nature dies. 


The bright, the bleſt Divinity is known, 
And comprehended by himſelf alone. 

What can I add? for all my Words are faint ; 
Celeſtial Love no Eloquence can paint! 

Nor can it be in mortal Sounds exprels'd, 
But vaſt Eternity ſhall tell the reſt, 
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The Saint's Pilgrimage on Earth, under the Proleclion 
and Care of Providence. 


Our Journey is a thorny Maze, 
But we march upward ſtill, 
Forget the Troubles of the Way, 
And reach at Zion's Hill. 
See the kind Angel at the Gate 
Inviting us to come ! 
There Jeſus the Forerunner waits 
To welcome Trav'llers home. 
There on a green and flow'ry Mount, 
Our weary*d Souls ſhall fit, 
And with tranſporting Joys recount 
The Labours of our Feet. 
No vain Diſcourſe ſhall fill our Tongue, 
Nor Trifles vex our Ear; 
Infinite Grace ſhall be our Song, 
And our great God ſhall hear. 
Eternal Glories to the King, 
That brought us ſafely through; 
Our Tongues ſhall never ceaſe to ſing, 
And endleſs Praiſe renew. 


A Funeral Thought. 


Hark ! from the Tombs a doleful Sound! 
My Ears attend the Cry; 

Ye living Men, come view the Ground, 
Where you muſt ſhortly lie, — 

Princes, this Clay muſt be your Bed;- 
In ſpite of all your Tow'rs 

The tall, the wiſe, the rev'rend Head, 
Mult lie as low as ours. 

Great God! is this our certain Doom? 
And are we ſtill ſecure ? 

Still walking downward to our Tomb, 
And yet prepare no more? 

Grant us the Pow'rs of quick'ning Grace, 
To fit our Souls to fly; 


Then 
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Then when we drop this dying Fleſh, 
We'll riſe above the Sky. 


Complaint under Affliction. 
My righteous Judge, my gracious God, 
Hear, when I ſpread my Hands abroad, 
And cry for Succour from thy Throne 
O make thy Truth and Mercy known. 


For thee I Thirſt, I pray, I mourn; 

When will thy ſmiling Face return ? 
Shall all my Joys on Earth remove? 
And God tor ever hide his Love ? 


My God, thy long Delay to ſave 
Will ſink thy Pris'ner to the Grave; 


My Heart grows faint, and dim mine Eye; 
Make haſte to help before I die. 


In thee I truſt, to thee I ſigh, 

And lift my heavy Soul on high; 
For thee fit waiting all the Day, 
And wear the tireſome Hours away. 


Teach me to do thy ſacred Will, 
And lead me to thy Heav'nly Hill; 
Let the good Spirit of thy Love 
Conduct me to thy Courts above. 


Then ſhall my Soul no more complain, 
The Tempter then ſhail rage in vain; 
And Fleſh, that was my Foe before, 
Shall never vex my Spirit more. 


The dying Chriſtian's Farewell. 
Ye golden Lamps of Heav'n, farewell, 
With all your feeble Light; 


Farewell, thou ever-changing Moon, 
Pale Empreſ of the Night. 


O thou refulgent Orb of Day, 
In brighter Flames array'd, 
My Soul, that ſprings beyond the Sphere, 
No more demands thy Aid. _ 
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The Stars are but the ſhining Duſt 
Of my divine Abode; 
The Pavement ot thoſe Heav- nly Courts, 
Where I ſhall reign with God. 


The Father of eternal Light 
Shall there his Beams d play; 

Nor ſhall one Moment's Darkneſs mix 
Wich that unweary'd Day. 


No more the Drops of piercing Grief 
Shall ſwell into my Eyes; 

Nor the Meridian Sun decline, 
Amidſt thoie brighter Skies. 


There all his faithful holy Saints 
Shall in one Song unite; 

And each the Bliſs of all ſhall view, 
With infinite Delight. 


God the inviſible Director and Protector of good Men,through 
all th:s unchangeable Maze, and the numerous Folaings 
of Time. 

Thou, Lord, through ev'ry changing Scene, 
Haſt unto Saints a Refuge been; 
Through ev'ry Age, eternal God, 
Their pleaſing Home, their ſafe Abode. 


In thee our Fathers ſought their Reſt, 
In thee our Fathers {till are bleſt ; 

And while the Tomb confines their Duſt, 
In thee their Souls abide and truſt. 


Lo! we are ris'n, a feeble Race, 
Awhile to fill our Father's Place, 

Our helpleſs State with Pity view, 
And let us ſhare their Refuge too, 


Through all the thorny Paths we tread, 
In this uncertain Wilderneſs, 
When Friends deſert, and Foes invade, 


Revive our Hearts, and guard our Heads. 
50 
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So when this Pilgrimage is o'er, 
To thee our ſep*rate Souls ſhall come, 
And we mult dwell in Fleſh no more, 
And in thee find a ſurer Home. 


To thee our Infant Race we leave, 
That Voices yet unform'd may raiſe, 

Such may their Father's God receive, 
Succeeding Hymns of humble Praiſe. 


The Saints reviving end Jo\ful Expectation of Judgment. 


Behold ! the Son of God he comes, 

To ſhake the Eirth and rend the Tombs ; 
The Hcav'ns before him melt away, 

And Sun and Stars in Smoke decay. 


Vet mult this gen dal Wreck and Dread, 
Ye Saints, with Joy, lift up your Head; 
With glad Surpriie your Saviour meet, 
Who comes to make your Bliſs compleat. 


My Soul, a Happineſs ſo great, 
With pleaſing Expectation wait; 
And while I dwell upon the Thought, 
Be Earth and all its Toys forgot. 


O bleſſed Lord, what Grace is thine, 
Which gives a Prolpect ſo divine! 

Come joytul Day, and teach our I ongues, 
How Angels warble out their Songs. 


God's fatherly Protection. 


The Lord, my Paſture, ſhall prepare, 
And feed me with a Shepherd's Care; 
His Preſence ſhall my Wants ſupply, 
And guard me with a watchful Eye; 
My Noon Day Walks he ſhall attend, 
And all my Midnight Hours defend. 


Though 
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Though in the Paths of Death I tread, 
With gloomy Horrors overſpread, 

My ſtedfaſt Heart ſhall fear no Ill, 

For thou, O Lord, art with me ſtill; 

Thy friendly Crook ſhall give me Aid, 
And guide me through the dreadful Shade, 


Though in a bare and rugged Way, 
Through devious lonely Wilds I ſtray, 
Thy Bounty ſhall my Pains beguilc, 

The barren Wildernets ſhall ſmile, 

With ſudden Greens and Herbage crown'd, 
And Streams ſhall murmur all around, 


Going the Way from whence we ſhall never more return. 


Behold ! the Path that Mortals tread, 
Down to the Regions of the Dead; 
Nor will the fleeting Moments ſtay, 
Nor can we meaſure back the Way. 


Our Kindred and our Friends are gone, 
Know, O my Soul, this Doom thy own; 
Feeble as theirs, my mortal Frame, 

The ſame my Way, my Houſe the ſame. 


From vital Air, from chearful Light, 

To the cold Grave, perpetual Night; 
From Scenes of Darkneſs, Means of Grace, 
Muſt I to God's Tribunal paſs, 


Awake, my Soul, thy Way prepare, 

And loſe in this each mortal Care, 

With ſteady Feet the Path be trod, 

Which through the Grave conducts to God. 


My God, to thee my All I truſt, 

And if thou call'ſt me down to Duſt, 
I know thy Voice, I bleſs thy Hand, 
And die in Smiles at thy Command, 


What was my Terror is my Joy, 

Theſe Views my brighteſt Hopes employ, 
To go Cer many Years are ver, 

Secure, I ſhall return no more, 
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Roſomond's Letter to King Henry the II. 
Read ver theſe Lines, the Records of my Shame, 


1/ thou canſt ſuffer yet my hateful Name; 
Clean as thrs ſpotleſs Page, till tain'd by me, 
Such was my Conſcience, till ſeduc'd by thee. 
Chaſte were my T houghts, and all ſerene within, 
Till mark*d by thee with Characters of Sin. 
Had ſome ſucceſsful Lover in the Prime, 
Of equal Years, betray'd me to a Crime, 
Reſiſtleſs Love had been my beſt Defence, 
And gain'd Compaſſion for the ſoft Offence : 
But while thy wither'd Age had no ſuch Charms, 
To tempt a blooming Virgin to thy Arms, 
Pm juſtly thought a Proſtilute for Gold, 
A mercenary Thing to ſordid Int'reſt ſold. 

Oh ! fatal Day! when to my Virtues wrong, 
1 fondly liſten'd to thy flatt'ring Tongue; 
Yet Heav'n can tell, with what extreme Regret, 
T he Fury of thy lawleſs Flames I met : 
For unexperienc'd in the Ways of Sin, 
A conſcious Honour ſtruggled ſtill within. 
O could I! but the ill tim'd Wiſh is vain ; 
Cou'd I my former Innocence regain ! 
T by proffer'd King dom, Henry, were a Prize, 


I hich balanc'd with that Wealth I fhould deſpiſe ; 


But I no more my Sex's Pride can boaſt; 
Aas] «what has one Moment's Mad-:eſs coſt ! 


Not Woodſtoc's charming Bow'rs can eaſe my Grief ; 


For I muſt fly myſelf to find Relief. 


Oft while the Sun in length'ning Shaaes declines, 
And through the waving Trees more mildly ſhines, 


Alone throueh all the beauteous Walks I rove, 
And hope the ſweets of Solitude to prove: 

But in my igbt ſuch verdant Proſpe wears 
A gloomy View, and ev'ry F lant appears, 

To bend us top, oer harg' d with dewy Tears. 
Methinks each painted Bloſſom hangs its Head, 
Acids my Touch, and withers where I tread, 
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If angling near a chryſtal Brook IT ſtand, 
And with deluding Skill the Bait command, 
The cautious Fiſh that fly the Snare upbraid, 
My heedleſs Youth more eafily betray'd : 
Amidſt the Garden wrought by curious Hands, 
A noble Statue of Diana ſtands. 
This ſtately Lat rinth, raisd by vaſt Expence, 
Diſplays my Shame in its Magnificence. 
As throush the ſtately Rooms I lately walk'd, 
And with my Women of the Painting talk'd, 
She ſpy'd the Draught of Tarquin's wanton Flane, 
And heedleſs aſt' d thei injur d Beauty's Name: 
This, 1 reply'd, is that illuſtrous Dame, 
Renown'd for Chaſtity, I ſhould have ſaid ; 
But here a riſing Bluſh my Face &erſpread , 
Confus'd I ftop'd, and left th inquiring Maid. 
Lucretia's Story on my Life had caſt 
A black Reproach, who yet can live diſgrac'd; 
I ſhould like her, with juſt Reſentment preſt, 
Have plung d the fatal Dagger in my Breaſt. 
What ſpecicus Colours can diſouiſe my Sin? 
Or ſtill the reſtleſs Monitor within? 
T hy Greatneſs, Henry, but augments my Shame, 
And adus immortal Scandal to my Name: 
My odious Name; cobich, as the worſt Diſſg race, 
The Cliffords cance! from their nobler Race, 
To what propitions Refuge ſhall I run, 
The Terrors of a guilty Mind to ſhun ? 
In vain the Sun its Morning Pride diſplays ; 
T turn my Eyes and ficken at its Rays, 
The Silver Meon, and ſparkling Stars by Night, 
Torment me 100 63th their cfficious Light ; 
The glimm'ring T apers round my Chamber plac'd, 
Across tbe Rocm fantaſtic Shadows caſt: 
Of all my Dreams, the melancholy Scene 
Preſents an injur'd and revengeſul Queen. 
Loſt Night, when Sleep my heavy Eyes had clos'd, 
Toellh r Kage methought I flood expos'd ; 
Wild were * T ooks. a . d Cup ſhe brought, 
Ana proudly offer d me the fatal Draught. 
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T he deſtin d Bow! I took with trembling Hands, 
Compeild to execute her fierce Commands : 
This diſmal Omen aggravates my Fears, 
Before my Fancy flill the furious Queen appears. 


The Vanity of Man as mortal, 


Teach me the Meaſure of my Days, 
Thou Maker of my Frame ; 

I would ſurvey Life's narrow Space, 
And learn how frail I am. 


A Span 1s all that we can boaſt, 
An Inch or two of Time ; 
Maa is but Vanity and Duſt, 
In all his Flow'r and Prime. 


See the vain Race of Mortals move, 
Like Shadows o'er the Plain, 

They rage and ſtrive, deſire and love, 
But all their Noiſe is vain. 


Some walk in Honour's gaudy Shew, 
Some dig for golden Ore; 

They toil tor Heirs they know not who, 
And {trait are ſeen no more. 


What ſhould I wiſh or wait for then 
From Creatures, Earth and Duſt ? 

They make our Expectations vain, 
And diſappoint our Truſt. 

Now I forbid my carnal Hope, 
My fond Deſires recall; 


give my mortal Int'reſt up, 
And make my God my All. 


Benefit of Affiiftions and Support under then. 


Conſider all my Sorrows, Lord, 
And thy Deliv*rance fend ; 

My Soul for thy Salvation faints, 
When will my Troubles end ! 
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Yet I have found *tis good for me 
To bear my Father's Rod; 
Afflictions make me learn thy Law, 

And live upon my God. 


This is the Comfort I enjoy, 
When new Diſtreſs begins ; 

I read thy Word, I run thy Way, 
And hate my former Sins, 


Had not thy Word been my Delight, 
When earthly Joys were fled, 

My Soul, oppreſt with Sorrows Weight, 
Had ſunk amongſt the Dead. 


I know thy Judgments, Lord, are right, 
Though they may ſeem ſevere ; 

The ſharpeſt Suff rings I endure 
Flow from thy faithful Care, 


Before I knew thy chaſt'niog Rod, 
My Feet were apt to ſtray ; 

But now I learn to keep thy Word, 
Nor wander from thy Way. 


Fervency of Devotion defired, 


Come, Holy Spirit, Heav'nly Dove, 
With all thy quick'ning Pow'rs, 
Kindle a Flame of ſacred Love 
In theſe cold Hearts of ours, 


Look how we grovel here below, 
Fond of theſe trifling Toys; 
Our Souls can neither fly nor go, 

To reach eternal Joys, 


In vain we tune our formal Songs, 
In vain we ſtrive to riſe ; | 
Hoſannas languiſh on our Tongues, 

And our Devotion dies, 
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Dear Lord, and ſhall we ever live 
At this poor dying rate ? 
C ur Love to faint, ſo cold to thee, 
And thine to us ſo great? 
Come, 
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( 125 ) 
Come, Holy Spirit, Heav'nly Dove, 
With all thy quick'ning Pow'rs, 
Come ſhed abroad a Saviour's Love, 
And that ſhall kindle ours, 


The InviſibleCreator ſeen in his Works of Creation, and 
in the immenſeTraces and Footſteps of Providence. 


The ſpacious Firmament on high, 
With all the blue etherial Sky, 

And ſpangled Head ns, a ſhining Frame, 
T heir great Original proclaim, 

Th unweary'd Sun from Day to Day 
Does his Creator's Pow'r diſplay, 

And publiſhes to ev' ry Land 

The Work of an Almighty Hand. 

Soon as the Ev ning Shades prevail, 
The Moon takes up ber wondrous Tale, 
And nightly to the liſt' ning Earth 
Repeats the Story of her Birth; 

Whilſt al the Stars that round her burn, 
And all the Planets in their Turn, 
Confirm the Tidings as they roll, 

And ſpread the T:uth from Pole to Pole. 
What though in ſolemn Silence all 

Move round this dark terreſir al Ball; 
hat tho" no real Voice nor Sound 
Amidſt their rad ant Orb; be found, 

In Reaſons Ear they all rejoice, 

And utter forth a glorious Voice; 

For ever finging as they ſhine, 

The Hand that made us is divine. 


Verſcs on Mr, Addiſon's Death, by Tickell. 
In what new Region to the Juſt afſign'd; 


What new Employments pleaſe th unbody'd Mind? 


A winged Virtue through tb etherial Sky 


From World to World unweary'd does be fly ? 


Or curicus trace the long laborious Maze 


Of Heav'n's Decrees, where wond'ring Angels gaze; 


Does he delight to hear bold Seraphs tell, 
How Michael battled, and the Dragon fell ? 
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Or mix'd with milder Cherubims to glow, 

In ſacred Hymns of Love, God's Praiſe to ſhew ? 
Stoeet Solitude, when Life's gay Hours are paſt, 
How er we range, in that we find at laſt ; 

Toſs'd through tempeſt ous Seas, the Vayage der, 
Pale wwe hook back, and bleſs the friendly Shore, © 
Our own ftrif? Jucges, our paſt Life we ſcan, 

And aff if Virtue bas enlarg'd the Span: © 

If bright the Proſpect, we the Grave defy, 
Truſt future Ages, and contented die. 

For quickly will my Glaſs of Life be run, 

And with it all my Joys and Sorrows gone; 

Then I no more ſhall feel Love's cruel Fire, 

But cold and peaceful to the Grave retire; 

Nor fhal! I weep for the licentious Wrongs 

Of Judgments raſh, or Scourge of fland'rous Tongues, 


Praiſing God through the whole of our Exiſtence. 


My grateful Pow'rs ſhall ſound thy Praiſe 
Ged of my Life, through all its Days, 
The Song ſhall wake with op'ning Light, 
And warble through the filent Night. 
When anxious Cares would break my Reſt, 
And Griefs would tear my throbbing Breaſt, 
Thy tuneful Praiſes, rais'd on high, 

Shall check the Murmur and the Sigh, 
When Death oer Nature ſhall prevail, 
And all its Pow'rs of Language fail, h 
Foy through my ſwimming Eyes ſhall break, 
And mean the Thanks I cannot ſpeak. 

But, Oh ! when that laſt Conflif?s ver, 
And I am chain'd to Fleſh no more, 

With what glad Accents ſhall I riſe 

To join the Muſick of the Skies ! 

Soon ſhall I learn ib' exalted Strains, 
Which echo ver the heavy nly Plains, 

And emulate with Joys unknown, 

The glowing Seraph round thy Throne: 
The chear ful Tribute will 1 give, 

Long as a deathleſs Soul can live ; 

A Werk ſo ſwert, a Theme ſo high, 
Demands and crowns Eternity, 
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The Vanity of Man, and Condeſcenſion of God. 


Lord, what is Man, poor feeble Man, 

Born of the Earib at firſt ? 

His Life's a Shadow, light and vain, 
Sill baſi*ning to the Duſt, 

Ob! what is feeble dying Man, 

Or any of his Race, 

T hat God ſhould make it his Concern 
To viſit him with Grace ! 


That God ! who darts his Light nings down, 
Who ſhakes the Worlds above, 

And Mountains tremble at his Frown, 

How wondrous is his Love 


The Beautitudes, taken from our Lord's Divine 


Sermon on the Mount, 


Bleſs'd are the humble Souls that ſee 
Their Emptineſs and Poverty ; 
Treaſures of Grace to them are givꝰ'x, 
And Crowns of Joy laid up in Heav'n. 


Bleſs'd are the Men of broken Heart, 
l ho mourn for Sin with inward Smart, 
The Blood of Chriſt divinely flows, 

A healing Balm for all their Moes. 


Bleſs d are the Meek, who ſtand afar 
From Rage and Paſſion, Noiſe and War] 
God will ſecure their happy State, 
And plead their Cauſe againſt the Great. 


Bleſs'd are the Men, whoſe Bowels move, 
And melt with Sympathy and Love; 
From Chriſt the Lord ſhall they obtain 
Like Sympathy and Love again. 


Bleſs'd are the Pure, whoſe Hearts are clean 
From the defiling Pow'r of Sin ; 
With endleſs Pleaſure they ſhall ſee 


A Ged of ſpotleſs Purity. B 
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Bleſid are the Men of peaceful Life, 

Who quench the Coa's of grewing Strife; 
They ſhall be calPd the Heirs of Bliſs, . 
The Sans of God, the God of Peace, 


Bleſid are the Suff rers who partake 
Of Pain and Shame for Jeſu's Sale; 
T heir Souls ſhall triumph in the Lord, 
Glory and Foy are their Reward, 


The Sinner's rich Portion, and the Believer”s Hope. 


Lord, I am thine, but thou wilt prove 
My Faith, my Patience, and my Love; 
When Men of Spite aga.nit me join, 
They are the Sword, the Hand is thine, 


Their Hope and Portion lie below, 

*T is all the Happineſs they know; 

*Tis all they ſeek, they take their Shares, 
And leave the reſt among their Heirs, 


What Sinners value I reſign ; 

Lord, tis enough that thou art mine: 
I ſhall behold thy bliſsful Face, 

And ſtand compleat in Righteouſneſs, 


This Life's a Dream, an empty Show; 
But the bright World to which we go 
Hath Joys ſubſtantial and ſincere; 
When ſhall I wake and find me there? 


Oh ! glorious Hour! Oh! bleſt Abode 
.T ſhall be near and like my God! 

And Fleſh and Sin no more controul 
The ſacred Pleaſures of the Soul. 


My Fleſh ſhall lumber in the Ground, 
Till the laſt Trumpet's joyful Sound; 
Then burſt the Chains with tweet Surprize, 
And in my Saviour's Image riſe. 
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